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But, 22 1 am a a Stranger to your 
worthy Perſonage,, 1 am not ſo to your 
Works, Which is, indeed, the only. * 
po) l aß fake for” cis Addreſs.” 


Mn lie, 0 in an Age 9 2 


in ſo many Sects and Hexeſies prevail, 
and there i is ſuch_a, general Stream of 


Ubtion, our? in Frkrieiples 15 


Practice, that ,upleſs timely checked an 
| regulated, .,"twould introduce ſuch, a * 
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bel of Confuſion, as as would, Id uld. be attended 
with very perpicious Lonſequenges; A 
would root out all Order and Diſcipline 
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I nors, W Mei will find no 
Doctrines advanced here but what are 
agreeable to your Own Sentiments ; : and, 


therefore Leave to preſent them 
to your” Patfonage, as one that hath 
ſtood up, with the greateſt Zeal, and 
Strength of Argument, 7 Defence * 
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read 221 
AnD though 5. I now humbly 
offer to your Loxpysxire, may not come 
forth with ſuch Exactneſs and Accuracy 
as if it had been wrote by a ſuperior 
Hand, yet whatever Defects there are in 
it, as the Thing is well deſigned, and a _ 


bright Genius is ufually attended with 


| Candour, I doubt not, but your Lonxp- 


SHIP will make Allowances for theſe 
Detects, 
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0% away from you all your Tranſgrefſions, 4 
-ye have tranſgreſſed, and make you a new Heart, 
and a new n For why will x die, O Houſe 
e, | 

Hhe T have no — BAR in the Death 500 bin that 
. dieth, ſaith the Lox God. 7 + ob 


HERE: cannot. hes greater, Enhanſe. | 
Wy mènt and Aggravation of the Guilt of 
our Sins, than what ariſeth from the 
Abuſe of Gop's providential Care and 
dulgence over, us, expreis d not only in the 
Agrecableneſs, and Facility af thoſe Laws which 
he hath inſtituted to our Obedience, but, more» 
over, in the fayourable Methods he makes uſe of 
for our Converſion: and Deliverance from. thoſe 
Penalties which we haye . merited by our 
Difobedience to them. | 

Had Gop, in the ſtrict Severity 7 of Juſtice, exac- 
ed our Obedience to ſuch, rg as were not 
attended with a great deal of Difficulty in the Per- 
| Trance of em, but 9 likewiſe guarded die 


* At 


- Bf "fe Natur: and Watt” 


with forſevere a Sanction, as to accept . no —2 
Satisfaction for the Breach of them than the = 
mediate Death and Execution of the Tranſgrefls or, 
the Dread and Apprehenſion of his Wrath, ready 
to be inflicted on us upon the Commiſſion of the 
very firſt Offerice, ſhould have awed and terrified 
us into a Compliance: But when, inſtead of this, 
he hath, in his unſpeakable Goodneſs, fo ſuitably 
his Inſtitutions to the Intereſt and Abili- 
ties of Mankind, as to enjoin us nothing but what 
is in itſelf moſt ealy'and practicable, as well as 
advantageous. and beneficial in its Conſequencez 
and not only ſo, but when, in Deſpite of all theſe 
Encouragements, we impiouſly turn our Backs 
upon our Duty, yet even then, inſtead of a Judge 
to condemn us, he, like an affectionate and in- 
dulgent Father, ſtrives with all the moſt endear- 
ing and pathetical Perſuaſions to call us home to 
himſelf, and expreſſeth the greateſt Concern ima- 
inable, that we ſhould be ſo blind to our own 
tereſt as not to be obedient to His Call, ſets be- 
fore us the dangerous and pernicibus Conſe⸗ 
quences of fach a Defection, and expoſtulateth 
with us in the moſt friendly Manner, why We 
are ſo reſolutely bent upon our on Ruin, an 
force him, ſo contrary to his Inclinations, to in- 
Aict his Puniſhmerits upon us; yet if, after all, 
the ſenſible Experience of ſuch an ineffable Love 
we are not me into the deepeſt Sorrow 99 ö 
Contrition for our Sins, but are ſtill reſolved to 
pert obſtinate}/in our Rebellions againſt him, 
then we are advanced to the 2 Side 99 moſt deſ⸗ 


91 


of TrRur REPENTANCE. 3 
bornneſs and Ingratitude, as will hardly admit of 
any Expiation for the Guilt of it, but ſhall be 
ſure to be rewarded with a ſuitable Recon. 
1 An Account of which his gracious Dealing w 
have here very remarkably ſet forth to us in this 
Chapter, in his Controverſy with 'the Children of 
. At the 5 of which; Gob, oy 

e Mouth of his holy Prophet, maintains an 
vindicates his Juſtice againſt the unreaſonable 
Complaints of ſome, concerning the Judgments 
that he had inflicted upon their Diſobedience, as 
though they were hereby made to inherit the 
Puniſhment of their Fathers Sins, which is the 
Meaning of that mes ooh cn Expreſſion in the ſe- 
cond Verſe, grown ſo common in Uſe amongſt 
them, even to a Proverb; The Fathers have eaten 
* ſour 9 and the Childrens Teeth are ſet on 

Edge. They pretended twas very unjuſt in Go 
to admit of fuch an Inequality in the penal Biß 
penſations of his Providence, as to make them 
- accountable for the Guilt of other Men's Actions, 

when they bad been in no wile conſenting or ac» 
ceſſary to the.Commitſſion of them. 
In Anfwer to this Objection (however he 
might be cenſured or accuſed of Injuſtice, in vi- 
fiting the Iniquities of the Parents upon their in- 
nocent Poſterity; yet) he aſſerts the Charge to 
be altogether groundleſs and unreaſonable; Be- 
hold, faith he, all Souls are mine; as the S. of 
the Father, fo alſo the Soul of the Son is mine,” A 
if he had ſaid, The Son is as much related to me 
as-the Father, in that they are bath alike the 
Works of my Creation; and therefore may vety 
Pra: | B 2 - reaſonably 


The, Nature and Net 


reaſonably expect (unleſs he forfeiteth it by his 
Th Pererenes) as great «Share u my Ae 
tions alſo. ESR 9 03. 92 
GSBov is not a Man, that he ſhould be biaſſed 
either by Humour or Prejudice to any unjuſt 
Proceedings in this Caſe, but always ſo ſtrictly 
obſeryeth the Rules of his own infinite and eſſen- 
val Juſtice, as neither to viſit the Iniquities of the 
Fathers upon their Children, nor of the Children 
upon their Fathers; but both his Rewards and 
Puniſhments are impartially and uprightly diſ- 
penſed, according to the Merits or Demerits of 


their, own perſon | Actions. * My 6 1200 #748 
.. Nay, fo far was he from puniſhing them, as 


they blaſphemouſly and impiouſly pretended, for 
the Tranſgreſſions of others, that he many Times 
ſuſpended the Execution, of his Judgments, when 
they were due to the Commiſſion of their awn.. 
2 Aung, he had viſited them with ſome ve 
ſharp Afflictions, which yet, as they were mol 
juſt,. ſince they were no other than what were 
due to their own perſonal and inherent Wicked- 
neſs; ſo they likewiſe proceeded from the moſt 
gracious Deſign, being intended by him, not ſo 
much for their Overthrgw as Converſion, 
upon them, twas becauſe of their own incorri- 
gible Stubbornneſs and Impenitence: For he aſ- 
Toth them, for, their e that if 


His Sins that he hath committed, and keep all his 
| J right, 
All his Tranſgreſſions that he hath committed 
Jhall never. be. ſo, much as once mentioned to 


him; 


: . . 
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him; but in his Rig hteouſneſs/ that he hath 
done, he ſhall rely live. And therefore he 
earneſtly prefſeth upon them this Exhortation in 
the Words of my Text; Caſ atoay* from” 4 410 
your Tranſgreſions hereby ye have en os ed, and 
make you d ne Heart, and a nt rit; fot 
why will ye die; O Houſe ae? For Thau 
no Pleaſure In the Death of. uy that Gieth; fairs 
the Long Gov.” e Tauber 
In handling of which Subject, I al invert the 
Order of the Text and begin with the Aﬀertion 
at the Cloſe of it, wherein Gop declares His . 
willingneſs that we ſhould periſh; if we do, tis 
wholly owing to ourſelves, he having indulged 
to us all poſſible Means to preſerve and {ebure* us 
from i it. Derr old A 

Secondly, I ſhall! Jetrionfiand) that; PEI 
franding all this, we ought not ſo far to preſume 
upon his Goodneſs, as to make it an Encourage- 
ment to a wicked Life, ſince this will be no Sc. 
eurity to ſuch as obſtinately perſiſt in their Am 

pieties, but they will be ſure to end in their irre 
parable Ruin and Deſtruction? Thus much woe 
may infer from the Expoſtulation, Why vill ye 
die? Which plainly intimates, that Death will 
be the undoubted Puniſhment of their Sins; un- 
leſs it be obviated "my a . = n * 
ance. | d 

LTaſtiy, 1 hall allewvord to phie to you tlie 
Nature of this Repentance; it conſiſts in "cathy 
away our Tranſgreſſions, or "ning us a: 2255 
Heart, and a new Spirit. sse 

The firſt Part of my Undertaking i is to vines! 
the Truth of the Aſſertion, wherein Gop de- 

clares 
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clares his Unwi that we ſhould rg: 
If we do, it is wholly owing. to. ourſelves, he 
having indulged to us all poſſible Means to * 
ſerve and ſecure us from it. 

If any one ſhould deny the Truth of this Pro- 
poſition, I Would affe 72 If Gon were willing 
that we. ſhould periſh, or took any Pleaſure in 
the Deſtruction 223 Overthrow of the Wicked, 
what hindereth him from accotnpliſhing this his 
Deſire? Iam ſure he wants for neither Power 
nor Provocation to inflict the heavieſt”, CUE 
ments upon us 

There is nothing elle that it can by 83 to 
but his extraordinary Lenity and Forbearance, 
whereby: he, in an eminent Manner, verifieth tho 
amiable Perfections of that Character which is 
moſt deſervedly aſcribed to him, The Loxp Gop, 
merciful and gracious; long-ſuffering, and abundant 
in Goodneſs and Truth: That doth not afflitt will- 
ingly, nor grieve the Children of Men: . No; but 
he makes Uſe: of, this as the laſt Extretnity, 
when all gentler, Methods fail. If we will not 
be wtought upon to Obedience by all the power-⸗ 
ful Engagements of his Love, nor even to a 
ready and chearful Compliance with our Duty, 
then he will ſtand up ſo far in Vindication of his 
offended Juſtice, as to pu uniſh our ungrateful 
Abuſe " Contempt of his Mercy, though he 
cotrect us in ſuch. a; Meaſure as is infinitely be- 
low our Deſerts; yea, he many Times turns his 
Wrath away, and will not ſuffer his whole Diſ- 

leaſure to ariſe, For he conſiders that we are 
bue Dutt he et the Frailties the innu- 


ic) merable 
* Exod. xxxiv. N 5 12 Bi. 33. 


—— "> 


— —_— 


„ —  . 5 - WS. EP vs 


of Txvs REPENTANCE.' 78 


merable Frailties and Imbecillities of our Nature, 
and therefore makes ſuitable Allowances and Mi- 
tigations in the Puniſhments of thoſe rm 
are occaſionod by the Corruptions of it. n 
If they from Ignoranee, or Infirritys: 
or. any 8  extenuating Circumſtance, he ig 0 
merciful as to eonnive at ſuch Miſcarriages (cho 
never ſo heinous. in themſelves) upon this Con- 
— that Sins thus committed are ele 

tary; and conſequently the more exeuſable. 
if they arp belphened with ſuch aggravating — | 
crying Circumſtances of Guilt; as to call dem 
for the heavieſt Strokes of the Divine Vengeance; 
and they exaſperate him to ſuch an Height, that 
he reſolyes upon our immediate Overthrow and 
Neftruction; yet how willingly doth he reverſe 
the fatal Peres, upon the lxaſt View or Proſpect 
of Our To effect which, he, omits 
no Oppottunity, no Means that are requiſite td 
work ſuch a Reformation in our Minds, whether 
it bo by the Miſſion of his Prophets, or by dhe 

Calls and Invitations of his Spirit, by is 

Promiſes, his Exhortations, or Reproofs, and all 
this Variety of Methods, for no other Intention 
than — make us ſenſible of our Erroct. tha 
we may be converted and live. 

Thus we read, that, when Gop had fully 
— to cut off the rebellious Houſe of 
Tjrael, for their manifold and grievous Proyo-— 
cations; yet, before he would execute his De- 
On, (chat they might not want for ſufficient 

Warning of their impendent Calamities) he com- 
mands the — laying, Take thee a Rall of 8 


Book, 


© Jer. xyXV. 1, 2, 3. 
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Book, and write therein all the Words that I have” 
ſpoten ro thee againſt Iſrael, and againſt Judah, 
and againſt all the Nations, from the” Day TI pale 
unto thee, _ rom "the Days of joſiah, even unto 
this Day. Tt may be, ith he, that the Houſe of 
Judah wid“ hear all the Evil which-I purpoſe to do 
unto them; that t may return every Man from 
bis evil Way, pore 3 * e 
their Sin. M4 or 
_ = Here, you r Gon looked: pon the bere 
4 Poſſibility of their Repentance as a {ufficient Rea- 
ſon for him to ſuſpend the Execution of his Judg- 
ments, whilſt his Mercy earneſtly ſtrove to miti- 
gate the Severity of his Indignation, by bringing 
them to a 23 of, and Sorrow for their Sins, 
that ſo they mi ht eſcape thoſe Punithments thit 
muſt otherwiſe e been executed upon them. 
And again, with what compaſſionate Relent- 
ig was e moved, to hear the Cry of his People 
bewailing with Shame and Confuſion of Face; 
the many ſad and grievous Afflictions that their 
Sins had reduced them to under their State of 
Captivity! I have ſurely, ſaith he, beard Ephraim 
bemoaning himſelf thus, Thou haft chaftiſed me, and 
T was chaſtiſed, as a- Bullock unaccuſtomed to tbr 
Yoke: turn thou me, and I. ſhall be turned; for thou 
art the Loxp my Gon. Surely after that I was 
turned, I repented; and a after meh 1 was inſtruct. 
ed, I [mote upon my Thigh: I was aſhamed, yea, 
even confounded, becauſe 7 did bear the KK 7 of 
my Youth. And then he roceeds, I, Ephraim 
my dear Son? is he a pleaſant Child? for fince I 
Hale againſt him, I do earneſtly remember him ſtilliʒ 
therefore 


£1985; 
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therefore” my Bowelr are troubled. for him; 'T with 


ſarely have Mercy upom bim, faith the Loxn. Tho 
he Had chaſtiſed this People as his Enemies, yet 


they were no ſooner touched with pious Reſent- 
ments, and Deteſtation of their Ingratitude; but 
he began imraediately to conſider them as the pe- 
culiar Objects of his Love; Ke utal Favo to re- 
ward their Contrition with the uſual Favours 420 

Bleſſings of his Providence. * ri 
* Thus mild and gracious is ho ini all his zuteil 
Procedures with Mankind; he doth not "haſtily! | 


inflict his Puniſhments upon the Wicked, but 
allows them Time to reflect 


and conſider 
of, their Actions, and of the perilous State and 
Condition they are reduced to; and when he 
doth afflict them, tis writh fo much Unwilling- 
neſs and Regret, chat he is eaſily with 


to withdraw his afflicting Hand is as glad of an 


Opportunity to forgive, as they are to receide 

Forgiveneſs of their Offences, dd wilt be ſure to 

do ſo, whenever, out of an unfeigned Reæpent- 

ANCE and. Humility, they requeſt it — ene 

This Truth we — confirmed to us 2 
Scriptute. 


firſt wwe find, . dam. Xxir- —— where we 
read, that heft David, out of à Principle of 
Pride and Ambition, had commanded Jonb, the 
Captain of his Hoſt, to take an exact Account of 
the Number of the People; Gapy to correct his 


Vanity, reſolves to leſſen the Number in which 
he had taken ſo much Pride and eee by 
ſome very ſignal and remarkable judgment. 


In order hereunto, he offers him three Things; 
either ſeven Years Famine to come into his Land, 
or 
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or to flee three Months before his Adverſaries, 
while they purſued him; or that there ſhould be 
three Days Peſtilence in hia Land. And ſo David 
being willing, out of his manifold Experienee 

of the Divine Goodneſs, rather to reſi on m 
——— than be 
expoſed to the inveterate Malice and Perſecution 
of his Enemies. The' Loxp nt @ Paſtilence upon. 
Iſrael, from the Morning even to the Time appoini 
ell; and there died of the Peopie, from Dan even to 
Beerſheba,' ſeventy 2 Aen. And as the 
Angel was brandiſhing icious Sword over 
e ene Bice ee ee 


10 u 
»T 


the n where with che King 
had provoked him, had exaſperated him only to 
Thoughts and Reſolutions of Revenge; yet when 
he ſaw the Deſtruction and Overthrow — 
Thouſands of his peculiar People, he was 1 
ſtantly moved with Compaſſion; and earn | 
defiring to have his offended Juſtice appeaſed — 

ſatisfied, vvrithout any more ſuch violent Proceed- 
ings; he gives him a Command to rear an Altar 
in that Place, over which the deſtroying Angel 
had viſibly appeared to them, in the Threſhing- 
floor of Araunab the Febufite; Which was no 
ſooner executed, but we find it met with Succeſs 
anſwerable to its Intention: For, as it is in the 
laſt Verſe of the Chapter, David built there an 
Altar unto the LoxD, and offered Burnt-Offerings, 
and Peace-Offeringi: So the Lokp was mntreated 
for . Tos; and the __ 1045 {Fee you 
line 9124 
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Here we have Goms Mercy very remarkablꝝ 
and eminently dil to us in the very Des 
nunciation of his Judgments ; fer having pro : 

unded to the King three Sorts of Puniſhments, 
E leaves him to the Liberty of his Choice, which 
of theſe, he would have to be inflicted on him. A 
Ren this not very often allowed to Male- 
factors. and when upon his:Requeſt; Gon 
had taken ep 4 ater, thereof into his own 
Hand, and had to make Havock of the 
Lives of ſome 7 zem, he became ſollicitous to 

dar the Incurſions of his Fury prevented, and 
gave Ditections to the King tat to atone for 
dee of that Action, had been the 
Oecaſion of thoſe heavy ſudgmeats that had al- 
ready {wept away a conſiderable Number of his 
Subjects, and had undoubtedly made greater In- 
roads amongſt them, if the i extraordinary and 
wonderful Kindneſs ph dene had not inter- 
poſed. and averted them Dr, & amt. 9 

Though Gop will have diere, and not Sante | 
fice.z. yet he delighteth in ſuch à Sacrifice as is 
agreeable. to his Merey, and hath a direct Ten- 
dency to Peace and, Reconciliation with him: 
And therefore he ſtrictly enjoins the Delinquent 
to expiate for his Offence, by an Offering of 
Atonement upon his Altar, to een ne 
a Sacrifice to his Revenge. 

Another Inſtance of this Kind we 1 in the 
Caſe of the penitential Mneuites: Who hen the 
Prophet Je had received Commiſſion from 
God to denounce his heavy Arn, re i on their 
idolatrous City, how that it was not above forty 
W md; Nineveh ſhould be deſtroyed; it made 


ſuch 


42 Ne Nature and Necgſiy 
uch an Impreſſion upon the Minds of the Inha- 


bitants, that they gave Orders for a general Faſt 
to be 1 and covered themſelves with 
Sackcloth; from the greateſt even to the leaſt of 


" them; And we ſhall find, in the Sequel of that 

Story, that they had no ſooner poured out their 
mournful {Accents of Gtief, which they had 
conceived upon the Apprehenſion of thoſe Cala- 


mities that * threatened their ſo ſudden and 
univerſal Overthrow, but Go p heard their Cry, 


and perceiving in them all the Marks of a true 


Converſion; he repented of the Evil that he had 


4 faid he would do unto them, and he did it not. 


But Jonah; over much concerned for his Ho- 
nbubs and fearing leſt Gob's not executing the 
Jidgments* that he had denounced ſhould Pang 


him under the Imputation of a falſe Prophet, 


he, in an angry and diſcontented Humour, went 
out unto the Eaſt- Side of the City, and there 
made him a Booth, and ſat under it, waiting 


with great Impatience for the Event, to ſce 


whether Gon would put his Menaces in Execu- 


tion, or no. But he had nt been there long, 


ere Gon in Pity to his Weakneſs, prepared a 


Gourd to r. over his Head, that with the 


pleaſant refreſhing Shade which it afforded, it 
might ſerve to cool the Heat of his Paſſion, | 
which yet we find was rather increaſed than mi- 
tigated, by another Accident that befel him: 
For, as — was pleaſing himſelf with the com- 
fortable Shadow of the Gourd, Gop prepared a 
Worm on the next Morning, which eat into the 
Root thereof, that it withered. Upon which the 
11% takes Occaſion to renew his Reſent- 

ments, 
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ments, and earneſtly wiſhing in himſelf to die; 
Gop mildly rebukes his froward Peeyiſhnels, 
aſking him, Whether he did well to be angry; 


and telling him withal how much greater Reæa- 


ſon he had to be tender of the Preſervation of a 
City, wherein there were ſo many Thouſands, 
whoſe very Ignorance did ſpeak them innocent, 
and thoſe that had been otherwiſe, were wrought 
upon to à true Repentance and Reformation, 
than he had of that ſhort-lived inſignificant Plant, 
which had been. unexpectedly provided-without, 
his Care or Pains-taking, although he had ex- 
preſſed ſo great a Concern in milerably repining 
for the Loſs of it. Then ſaid the Loxp, Thou 
haſt had Pity on the Gourd, for the which thou haſt 
not laboured, neither madeft it grow, which ſprang 
up in 4 Night, and periſhed. in a Night : And 
ſhould not I ſpare Nineyeh; that great City, where- 
in there are more than fixſcore thouſand Perſons that 


cannot diſcern between their right hand. and their 


left? Strange amazing Inſtance of the Divine 
Goodneſs! _ No . ſooner were theſe. People 
wrought upon by the Prophet's Preaching to an 
hearty Sorrow and Contrition for their Sins, but 
you lee; it put an immediate Stop to Gop's in- 
tended Severity againſt them; nay, their very 
Judge; becomes their Advocate hte werte this 
Anger, and pathetically pleads for their. Deli- 
Wc font ani e of ot eu EE 
But why ſhould I ſpend my Time in, ſhewing 
you 'Gop's great * Concern, for the. {cs 
curing of Man's Happineſs, and. Salvation, b 
producing particular Inſtances for the Proof of 
it, when it is ſo plainly manifeſted in the gene- 


ral 
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ral Courfe of his Providence. The very End 
for which he created him was that he might be 
happy ; and having made him capable oft infi- 
mtely greater Happineſs than any of his Fellow- 
Creatures upon Earth, he placed him in Eder, 
à Garden full of the richeſt Enjoyments and De- 
lights, where, as long as he preſetved his Inno- 
cence intire, he met with nothing either in the 
internal Frame and Conſtitution of his Nature, 
or from any external Accident, to untune the 
bleſſed Harmony of his Mind, or to hinder and 
interrupt the Enjoyment of that outward Variety 
of Pleaſures wherewith Nature fo liberally en- 
Nay, and afterwards, when the Guilt of 
Man's original Tranſgreſſion had quite eclipſed 
the Light of his Felicity, and drew the dark 
Scene of Miſery upon him; when, for his wil- 
ful Prevarication from his Obedience to that 
Law, that eaſy Injunction, which Gop had ſet 
him, he was not only excluded from the preſent 
Pleaſures of an earthly, but was like wiſe ſtript of 
the Hopes and Expectation of a future and more 
perfect State of Happineſs in a Celeſtial Paradiſe, 
expoſed to all the Miſeries that are incident to 
Human Nature, to Shame, Poverty, Diſtreſs, 
and Terror of Conſcience, Pain, Sickneſs, and 
Death; and (for the Completion of all) made 
obnoxious to the everlaſting Torments and Miſe- 
ries of another World, to redeem loſt Man, who, 
from his priſtine State of Sovereignty and Bliſs, 
had render d himſelf at once the vileſt and moſt 
miſerable Part of the Creation, he offered no leſs 
2 Purchaſe than the Blood of his moſt: _— 
| and 
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and only begotten Son (the leaſt Drop of which 
was infinitely more precious than all the World) | 
as 4 Ranſome for his Deliverance, to reſcue him 
from thoſe Calamities, and reſtore him to a Ca- 


pacity of that Ha pineſs, that eternal Happineſs 


and Salvation, which he had fo highly forteited 
by his Diſobedience and Ingratitude, © | 
And when after all that Cyr1sT hath done fc 
us, though by the Merits of his Sufferings, we 
have obtained Remiſſion of our Sins paſt, and 
are delivered from the Tyranny of that Death to 
which we lay ſo long enſlaved and captivated, yet 
we are neverthelefs altogether unable (as to any 

innate Power in ourſelves) to keep ourſelves from 
relapſing into the ſame accurſed and miſerable 


- 
* 


Condition, as we were to prevent our falling 


into it at the firſt, or to advance one Step towards 
that Happineſs which is laid before us, having 

our Faculties very much 7 and weakn 

by original Corruption; yet he hath promiſed to 
ſupply theſe our natural Defects and Inabilities 
with the ſupernatural Aſſiſtance of his Grace, 
which, if it meet with the Concurrence of our 
own Endeavours to improve and cultivate, will 
increaſe to ſuch a Meaſure as ſhall be ſuffici- 


ent to carry us through the whole Courſe of 


our Duty, and advance us to the Fruition of 
that Happineſs which we were originally deſign- 


ed for. I ap > 
And although we are many times ſo ungrate- 
fully pervert, and unmindful both of our Duty 
and Intereſt, as to deſpiſe the Riches of that 


Grace, which would tend fo effectually to pro- 
cure the one, by exciting and enabling us to Per: 
| 9 95 | orm 
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form the other, yet he doth not immediately 


withdraw the Offers of his divine Aſſiſtance up- 


_ owing to ourſelves, tis our own wilful Or 
+ 2 a ndng Its And Nu SALAS, bf IG he, i g ur n a 
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nels ga}. Oblinacy that is the ſole. Occaſion of 
our Miſe 

Vain then is the Doctrine of che Predeſtina- 
rians, who endeavour to deſtroy the Liberty of 
the Will, and introduce a Kind of fatal Neceſ- 
ſity of ſinning; who ſetting Bounds to Gop's 
infinite Mercy and the univerſal Merits of 
CurisT's Sufferings, will have it that Gop hath 
ſo abſolutely and irreverſibly decreed the future 
Puniſhment of the Wicked, that he never in- 
tended that either ſhould have any faving Influ- 
ence on their Deliverance from it, but as Veſſels 
of his Wrath made and predeſtinated to be 
miſerable; they ate utterly excluded all thoſe 
Means of Grace which he hath freely offered to 
the reſt of Mankind, and conſequently that, 
what evil Actions ſoever they incur, they are no 
other than what he very well foreknew, nay, 
determined ſhould be. done, as previouſly requi- 
x that Deſtruction which was intended for 

A very E and en en Docine ſo 
hig hly inconſiſtent with . Reaſon, and with the 
Na de and Attributes of Gop, that one would 
wonder how: ſo many, that are orthodox and 
judicious in other Points, ſhould ever engage in 
the Defence and Vindication of it. That Gop, 
who is all Love and Goodneſs, who will have all 
Men to be ſaved, and hath ſworn that he hath 
no Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, ſhould 
yet make him the neceſſary Inſtrument of his 
own Deſtruction, is a Myſtery which I-muſk 
confeſs to be far above the I of my [Tels 
and fallow 93 en r ac 

Ti 
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is true, he plainly foreſces the Actions of 
wicked Men, he knows what a Scene of Guilt 
they ſhall run through before they arrive to the 
fad Cataſtrophe of Miſeries, which is intended for 
the Puniſhment of their Sins : But then 'twould 
be very irrational te conclude, that this brings 
them under any Neeeffity of committing them, 
or that their Actions are ever the leſs voluntary. 
becauſe he -foreſeeth them; this Preſcience or 
Fore- knowledge la no Manner of Conſtraint 
upon our Wills, which are altogether as free, as 
to We g of our Actions, as if it had 
been poſſible for them not to have been fore- 
known. or foreſeen by Gov. 

And this will be yet farther evident, if we 
conſider the many Ablurdities which muſt ariſe 
from the contrary Suppoſition. 

For, Firft, this would quite take away the 
Morality of our wp Sins wn, __ an entire 
Dependence u e Li Will, nor 
have they any I hing ir Good or Evil 
in them, and conſequently are not capable of 
Reward or Puniſhment, any farther forth. than 

as they are influenced by it. re 

For ſuppoſe T ſhould do a Thing which is 
never ſo ſinful or vitious in itfelf; yet if I do 
this in a neceſſary Way, I do not chink that tis 
to be imputed to me as ſinful; becauſe I am 
only the Inſtrument of that Action; and there- 
fore the Imputation of its Guilt is not to be 
charged upon me, but on ſome ſuperior Agent, 
by whoſe Wil and Direction twas performed. 

80 that to ſay Gop's foreſeeing the Evil of 
our Actions lays us under a Neceſſity of commit - 
ting 
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penitence be brought under a 
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ting them, 1 in Effect to take the Odium of our 
5 


upon Gop, making him nt only ans Zh 

but the efficient Cauſe and Author of our Sins. 
Beſides, it reflects the, en upon 
God, in exacting the Puniſhment of them, Fot 


Gop to enjoin us the ſtricteſt Obedience to 


his Laws, to denounce, and at laſt to execute, 
his Judgments upon our Diſobedience, when we 
were all this 1 65 under à Neceſſity of tranſ- 
greſſing them, nay, and more, when twas he 
imſelf that laid this Neceſſity upon us, this 
would be ſuch a rigorous Piece of Severity, as 
can hardly be ſuppoſed of the moſt eruel Poten- 
tate upon Earth, the moſt arbitrary and tyranni- 
n ei =ds e er 
I don't ſay but a Man may 17 judicial Im- 
der a Kind of Neceſſity 

of ſinning: He may be ſo far forſaken of the 
Grace and Influence of God's. Spirit, and brought 
under the Power and Dominion of Sin, of his 
own ſenſual and brutiſh Appetites, as to be 
hereby rendered utterly unable to reſiſt them: 
But yet Whenever he is drawn away by their. 
Importunity, tis not without the .Confent and 


Approbation of his Will: If he be tempted to 

the Commiſſion of any evil Action, his Will ap- 
ores of it, and it is with a Ser deal of De- 
ght and eaſure that he Per ormeth it. 
Beſides, the Inability to withſtand their 
Temptations is what he bringeth upon himſelf: 
For certainly God would never deny. any Man 
the Aſſiſtance of his Grace to vanquiſh what is 
ſo deſtructive of n eternal Intereſt, with- 
| | 2 out 
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out ſome very ſore and grievous Provocation. 
Tt may be, when' it hath been tendred to him, 
inſtead of im proving it to the Fruit of good 
Works, he hath on the contrary. turned his 
Grace into Wantonneſs; and then God, to pu- 
niſh his Abuſe and Contempt of it, delivereth 
him up to his own Heart's Luſts, and fo for 
want of the Aſſiſtance of the divine Grace to 
ſubdue his natural Corruptions, he is reduced to 
a Neceſſity of adding Sin to Sin, of falling from 
one Wickedneſs to another, till by a conſtant 
and habitual Courſe of Impiety he hath contract- 
ed ſuch a heavy Load of Guilt upon himſelf as 
is enough to fink him into the loweſt Abyſs of 
Miſery and Deſtruction, | 
And this may ſerve to open the Way towards 
the clearing the Difficulty of that Objection 
which the Adverſaries of this Doctrine have 
made, and have ſuch frequent Recourſe to, as 
the main Support and Pillar of their Cauſe, and 
on which Bay lay the greateſt Streſs of their 
Arguments, In mean in the Inſtance of Pharaoh, 
| whoſe Heart Gop is faid to have hardned, which 
yet, if ſtrictly ſearched and examined into, will, 
I believe, make but very little for their Purpoſe. 
For, if 'we would come to the true Senſt and 
Meaning of this Expreſſion, wherein Gop is 
faid to have hardned Pharaoh's Heart, we are to 
underſtand it as ſpoken, not in a poſitive, but a 
rivative Acceptation, and that he is faid to have 
ardned his Heart no otherwiſe than only as he. 
withdrew from Him the Aſſiſtance of his Grace, 
which alone could prevent his falling into ſuch 
a State of Obduracy: And this we may ſuppoſe 


Was 
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was not till after many repeated Offers he had 
all Queſtion he had once the Means of Grace 
and Salvation offered him ſo far as was conſiſtent 
with an Heathen State, as other Gentiles had; 
and if you will but take the Pains to read over 
that tragical Account, you will quickly find that 
Gop had never threatned to deprive him of thoſe 
Means by bringing him under the Curſe of a 
final Dereliction and Impenitence, till he had 
been ſufficiently provoked to do this by his un- 


grateful and malicious Uſage of and Severity to 


is People, exacting of them ſuch rigorous Ser- 
vitude, that we are told, * they fighed by Reaſon of 
the Bondage, and they cryed ; and their Cry came 
n unto Gon, nion gebn gar cid bali 
S80op therefore, to revenge the unjuſt Oppreſ- 
ſion of this cruel Tyrant, b gives him over to - 
reprobate Mind, lets him go on in his on ob- 


ſtinate and ſtubborn Humour, till he at length 


arrived to ſuch. an Height of Infidelity as to diſ- 
believe, and not be in the leaſt influenced-by that 

miraculous. Change which Moſes had effected, | 
when he turned his Rod into a Serpent, and 
retransformed it into its uſual Figure, with the 
reſt of the Wonders he had wrought, and that by 
ſuch an inimitable and peculiar Virtue as forced 
the very Magicians themſelves to confeſs that 
they were no other than the Handy- work of Gop. 
And I believe no one will deny that the Pro- 
ceedings of Providence were very juſt, in that 
Gop ſuffered this proud rebellious Prince to be 
ſo far deluded by their Inchantments, which he 


* Exod, ii, 23. 
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had ſet up in Oppoſition to the Truth of his 
Miracles, and tobe held under ſuch a ſtrong In- 
Faraation,- as not to be convinced by the viſible 
Effects of his divine Power, "Gl he ſhould feel 
it in his Judgments 
For how can any one expect Mt Gop ſhquld 
deal by him any otherwiſe, when' like a ſturdy 
contumacious Rebel, a8 he was; he holds 1 it out 
in an unwearied and continual Oppofi tion a 1 5 
him? His Sp irit is not al 500 I ann 4 
If we will bo ſo — obſtinate as to en- 
deavour all we can'to gs and refiſt his Mo- 
tions, and fruſtrate whatſoever he intended for 
our Good, to ſet at Nought all his Councils, and 
all his Suggeſtions, and to offer pontinual Deſpite 
unto the Spirit of Grace, no Wonder if he 
withdraw his ſaving Influence from us, and leave 


us to Our ſelves: For this is that 1 and un- 


pardonable Sin which in the | emphatical 
Senſe is ſaid to be committed againſt him, that 
cancels and ſupercedes all Atonement, and to 
ſuch as are guilty of it there retpaineth' no more 
— for Sins, By a certain fearful Rk 
0 ent, and fie Indi ation 
thall 2 Adverfaries, ; Mer f 
And this leads me to the Second Part of my 
Un dertaking, which is to demonſtrate, that not- 
e Gop's Unwillingneſs that we ſhould 
pou yet we ought not ſo far to preſume upon 
Ode def eſs as to make it an Encouragement 
to a wicked Life, ſince this will be no 8 curity 
to ſuch as obſtinately perſiſt in their Impieties, 
but they will be ſure to end in their irreparable 
= and Deſtruction. Thus much, 1 told you 


we 


we may infer from the R 
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will. 
ye te? which y intimates that 9 be 
the undoubted Puniſhment of their Sins, unleſs 
it be obviated by a timely and ſincere Repentagce, 
„ BEI en pn hes res ng, of this, 
when he reflects upon the Heinouſneſs and .Ag- 
vation of their Guilt who ſin againſt ſo much 
Mer ercy as hath been already declared that Gn 
hath teſtified to Mankind, efpecially When they 
ſo far abuſe his. infinite F forbearance and Long- 
ſuffering as to make it an Encouragement to Sin, 
which = be, the moſt, n Argument 
to diflwade them from it. 
If we conſider him as a Being inveſted. = full 
Power and Authority to inflict the hravieſt judg 
ments upon ſuch as live in an open Defiance and 
Gee to his Laws, Fear ſhould. conſtrain us 
bedience: But ſince, as on the one Hand he 
is a great and terrible Gop, infinitely able to do 
us a Dif pleaſure; ſo on the other he is our moſt 
kind nd gracious. Benefactor, one that is not 
only able but . to do us all the Good that 
we are e arts of . receiving, and hath already 
ſhower d down ſuch — —— Benefits upon 
us, yet after all we make him fuch ill Requitals 
as to refuſe Obedience to his Commands, __ 
againſt an higher: and 1 obliga Principle 
a Principle of Loye, than 8 


more 1 | upon an — 


Mind, and ſuch as will not be. wrought 
and influenced by it, do . 
Baſeneſs and I veade thas ee ee 
of is un its Puniſnment will be-cer- 
tain and naval, 


3 For 
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For altho', as the Preacher obſerveth, Be- 
cauſe Sentence againſt an evil Work is not exe- 
_ cuted ſpeedily; therefore the Heart of the Sons 
of Men is fully ſet in them to do Evil; and fo they 
make the Mercies of Gop an Occafion of Secu- 
rity: Yet let them not flatter themſelves too 
much with the Hopes and Confidence of their 
What if Gop do ſuſpend the Execution of 
his Judgments for a Time? Vet this is no Ar- 
gument that they ſhall never be executed, as 
appears from what our Saviour himſelf plainly 
intimates to us in the Parable of the fruitleſs 
Fig- Tree, where he telleth us that à certain 
Man bad a Fig-Tree planted in his Vineyard, and 
he came and fought Fruit thereon, and found none : 
Then ſaid he unto the Dreſſer of his Vineyard, 
Behold, be three Years I come ſeeking Fruit on 
this Fig-Tree, and find none: Cut it drwn, why 
cumbreth it the Ground! And he anſwering, ſaid 
unto him, 'LokD, let it alone this Mar alſo, 'till T 
ſhall dig about it, and dung it; and if it bear 
Fruit, well: If not, then after that thou ſhalt cut 
The Deſign of which Parable is to ſhew that, 
_ altho'Gop waiteth with a great deal of Patience 
upon the Sinner, being unwilling to' cut him 
off, till he hath tried all poſhble Means to bring 
him to Repentance, yet if after all his Expedi- 
ents to that End, he refuſe to bring forth Fruits 
worthy of it, and ſtill remain incorrigable, he 
is to look for no better Fate than what was de- 
nounced againſt the incurable Barrenneſs of the 


s Fedly. viii, 11, L St, Lale xiil, Chap. 


att 


of Txuz REPENTANCE. 25 


Fig-Tree, which, if it proved fruitleſs iter ll. 


the Charge and Trouble that was beſtowed upon 


it, was to be hewn down, and caſt into the 


Fire. For as the Apoſtle tells us, The Earth 
which drinketh in the Rain that cometh” oft upon 


it, and bringeth forth Herbs" meet for them by 


whom it is dreſſed, receiveth Blefng from Gop ; 
But that which beareth Thorns and Briars, is re- 


Jetted,” and is nigh unto curfing ; whoſe End is le 


be burned. 


4+ 


If when Gop hath been uſing all his moſt 
earneſt Endeavours to improve and cultivate us, 


in order to make us fruitful in good Works, 
we yield him no better Returns for his 
the unprofitable Weeds of Vice and Immorality ; 
if when he hath been ſo very compaſſionate, ſo 
kind, ſo merciful, as to make Uſe. of all the 
racious Methods he could invent to keep us 
255 falling into that Deſtruction which we had 
moſt juſtly. merited, we deſpiſe the Riches of 
his Goodneſs, making them but as fo many In- 
ſtruments to pamper. us up to a greater Unruli- 
neſs and Rebellion againſt him, this is putting 
too hard upon good Nature, and tlie reach 
to turn all the uſual” Sweetneſs of its Love into 
the bittereſt and moſt irreconcilable Enmity. 18 
L ſa Jorienns fit furor. Patience, when once 
oroughly provok'd and exaſperated, thinks of 
2 but Revenge. And alths” Gop hath 
promiſed to pardon and forgive the Offences he 


all thoſe that out of a true penitent Heart an 


lively Faith earneſtly intreat ie af him, at the 
Throne of his Mercy, to hear and anſwer their 
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Requeſts,. pu to be fully reconciled to them, 
yet to ſuch; as refuſed to gwe an Far to his re- 

ted Calls and Invitations. to Re MPH that 

ave ſet at Nought all his Counſel, nd would 
none of his Reproof; he hath . to laugh 
at their . and mock when their Fear 
cometh; when their Fear cometh as Deſolation, 
and their Deſtruction as a Whirlwind; when 
Diſtreſs and Anguiſh cometh upon them, then 
ſhall they call upon him, but he will not anſwer; 
yu ſeek. | early, but they ſhall not find 
Him: For that Ny. hated Kno wledge, and did 
not chooſe the Pea of the Loxp. ' 

In vain ſhall they lament and bewail the mil- ' 
exable State. and aeg which they ſhall be 
then reduced to, when they ſhall beheld an an 
and incenſed Gop, — Patience they Fave fo 
ch abuſed and injured, coming in the Fire 

ls una Jew louſy to execute his ſpeedy 

F e eir Heads, and they ſhall not 
haye the leaſt Hopes or Poſſibility of an Eſcape, 
being utterly de ed of all thoſe Means and 
| 1 (oa Grace, which were once in- 

5 5 d for, and, if they would, they might have 
im proved to their Deliverance, but are now 
wholly out of the Reach of their Power, and 
ſhall ferve for no other Uſe than only to riſe. up 
in Judgment againſt them, and to increaſe and 
1 5 vate their eternal Condemnation and Miſery 
en the 18 and ſtouteſt Sinners 55 
them all ſhall repe O it be too late, when 
they ſee the fatal Long uence of their Sins, and 
in e moſt terrible Fright and Conſternation at 


the 


res i, from the 24th in the zoth Verſe 
a | 


iy | 


: 
, 
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violent, Storm and Tempsſt of 
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the Apprehenſion af their apptpaching Calami- 
ties, ſhall begin to call on the Mountains to fall 
upon them, and on the Hills | tg. Sover them; 


but theſe ben Refuge from the 
ut theſe ſhall ee Ns 


Mn 


will. never ceaſe, till it be ac 
irreparable I ion: it bas [50159 20 

1 n a Bog who 
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hath given them, ſhall at that Day be found neg- 

0 q- unprepared ;: Which Conſideration may 


ſerve 7 the moſt e ee Pe — 


ö * 


this upon your Praftice,! I ſhall, in the Diſcuſſion 

of the laſt Particulat, endeavour to, explain to 

u the Nature of this Duty i it cenſifts. in caft- 

ing ava pRr Ten e 1 
new Heart, and a h Spirit. 

_ And Fg, we müſt, according 0 the Advice 

in my Text, caſt away all our Tranſgreſſions. For 


Repentancs;, according te its uſual Definition, is 


_ tur Ame rom Sin to Gen: Tis not only a bare 


Sorte tor. gur Sing which, have. ſeperated ha- 
tween Gop and us, but ſueh à Sorrow as pro- 
Fa a Reſolution f forſaking whatever may 

a to brut * hinder 1 ce 


lacion wh hit. L917 +14 # 

Nax the leaſt oh king fufficient 
to.do this, . to keep us at perpatual * 
with (op, i if therefore, we make any the | 
Reſerve, if there be any onc darling ot beloved 
that we ace unwilkeg to part with for his 
Sake, tis manife that we have ee Res 
os and Fricndhip for it than for GD. 


_ 


But 
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But this is What he will never allow. of - he 
will not ſuffer any Thing, eſpecially what is fo 
very repugnant to his Will, and contraty to the 
Purity of his Nature, to ſtand in Competition 
with him. And therefore we muſt abandon all 
its Intereſt, be it never ſo dear to us, or ng 
to our carnal and ſenſual Appetites, if 2 are 
otherwiſe to him whom we muſt make the 
cipal Object of our Love, and conſequent of 
our: moſt entire and impartial Obedience. 4 
But, Secondly, it is not; ſufficient that we ab- 
tain barely from the actual Commiſſion of our 


of, and Inelinations to chem. 7.1 yy 
0 For if we make a Shew of endufelng dem 
in our Actions, when at the fame Time we re- 
tain an inward Affection for them in our Minds, 
this is to deal very deceitfully with Gop; or 
rather 2 Prove A INS" Xeiving,. of our- 
J ͤ K YE INIT Yr 
For tis b Gerten, Cs: cannot be deecwed al 
ther upon this or any othet Account; he is | 
thoroughly uainted with the moſt intimate 
Retirements of the Soul)” He knows all its moſt 
ſecret Thoughts and Intentions, before ever they 
are executed; as well as our moſt viſible and ex- 
ternal Actions. And therefore, tho we ſhould 
refrain from the outward Acts of Impiety, yet 
if we entertain them in our Thoughts with any 
ſecret Pleaſure or Delight, ſuch -a feigned and 
| hypocritical: Pretence of a Reformation will be 
altogether - inſufficient to procure Pardon and 
_ Forgiveneſs at Gop's Hands, or to gan 2 
ance and Reconciliation wich him. 1 
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If therefore. we would compleat our Re 
Re ſo as to make it acceptable, it m Tk 
with a perfect Change and Renovation of the 
Heart. For this is the Source and Original of 
all our Actions, out of "which proceed the, Iſſues 
of Life, as the wiſe Mar. teſtifies, * and 
for this Reaſon adviſeth us to keep it with 
all Diligence, as what hath the greateſt Influence 


upon the, due Regulation and Government of our 


Practice. 


Now, if we Rau not dons this: be Ws 
ſuffer'd. it thro Inadvertency to be deprav'd and 
vitiated by the Pollutions of Sin, it muſt be our 
very earneſt Care and Endeavour to cleanſe and 
purify it, to ty this Fountain from all its 
corrupt and finful Diſpoſitions; otherwiſe our 
Actions, which are as ſo many Streams iſſuing 
from it, muſt e be tainted with its Im- 

uri 
; 10 uch End we "muſt earneſtly implare the, 
Aid and: Aſſiſtance of Gop's Grace, that Where 
our Heart hath been inclined to any Evil, he; 
may hereby enable us to turn and regulate its 
Propenſions, bend all its Inclinations and De- 
fires quite, contrary to their uſual Tendency, till 
we — altogether. as zealous for good 
Works, as we have been for the Practice of 
Evil, and as induſtrious in the Performance of. 
the drine Will, as ever we were in the Accom- 
pliſhment and Gratification of our o UI... 

And this we ſhall certainly be, if this-inward. 
Change, be thoroughly and effectually wrought 


in us. We ſhall not only 196 to” 72 evil, but 


| learn 
36100 1 Prov. iv. 23. 


e Nature ail Note" 
Earn t6 db welt, not only bid adieu thoſe Sins 
which we find ourſelves upon a ſtriſt Examina- 
tion to huve been formerky guilty of, but like- 
wile teſtify” our in ward Abhotrence and Deteſ- 
tation of ther by tlie aide ous Erereiſe of their 
contrary Virtues. 

This is the ſureſt, and indeed che only hw 
mony we can give of the Truth and Sincerity 
of our Repentance. For, as the learned Net- 
tlewell obſerves, © N othing leſs than a good Life 
© will be allowed, either by Go or Man, for 
_ © a ſafficient Proof of a' good Heart; nor any 
Thing below a new Converſation and Obedi- 
* ence, will ORE IE Bridbnce Of © gow 
Nature. 

Where there is a thoroug h Change of the 
inward Principles and Dipofitions of the Heart; 
it will ſo6n-diſcover itſelf in an entire and ſuitable 
— of our Practice; nay, twill make 

urſue our Obedience to the divine Laws, 
wi ſo much the greater Diligence and Appli- 
cation; by how much the more careleſs and 
. we have been in the e of 

m 

Nor is it enough that we elbe upon this 
for the preſent and then immediately fall off 
from our religious Enterpriſe, like” too many, 

who, whilſt they are in Danger of periſhing by 
any accidental Violence Ken without, or lie 
- languiſhing on a Bed of Sickneſs, the Fears and 
Apprehenſions of Death, and of the future Mi- 
ſeries that attend it, will for the pteſent make 
ſome ſmall Impreſſion upon their Minds, and 
influence them with ſome ſerious Thoughts and 


Purpoſes 


of Txve ReyenTaver, ' ir 


es of Amendment: Hut they are ns 
ſooner got rid of theſe Fears upot their ſuuden, 
tho” unexpected Recovery, but the very firſt 

Temptation that offers itlelf is enough to 12 


all pious Parpoſes' and Refolations, and 


they immediately return with the Dog to his 
Vomit; and betake themſelves to their old bru- 
tiſh and irregular Practices; nay, many Times be- 
come more vile and licentions than ever they 


Were. 


But true Penitents that are ad with an 
hearty Sorrow and Contrition for their Sins, 
have a more ſpeedy” Principle to act upon. 
They are vex d and griev'd with themſelves for 
dees having committed them, not only becauſe” 
they are Re. to prove fatal and pernicious to 
themſelves, but becauſe they are offenſive and 
diſpleaſing to Gop ;, ſo that reſolve for 
the future upon a more ſtrict Obſervance of his 
Laws, tho there were no Pitifhment” annext 
to the Breach of them, and perſiſt in thoſe Re- 
ſolutions; as well in the Time of Health as Sick- . 
nefs, of Proſperity, as Adverfity, for as mucli 
as they pr ed. not from any” fervile Fear, but 
7 true filial Affectibn; from "Hearty and un- 
feigned Love of Gop; which” is certainly the” 
beſt Foundation and Principle of Obedience, 
and which, if ſo firmly rooted in them as it 

ought; will not fail to continue it to the urmoft 
"I ther Paves: 

s far have I'proceeded"in ag? 
vou the Nature of tes Dit of * ans, 
ſhewed you that it conſiſts, not only in ac total 
W en of our Sins, but likewiſe int ar 
univerſal 
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verſal Adherence to the Practice of all Chri- 
ian Duties, and this with the utmoſt Sincerity 


of Intention, and with the greateſt Congancy 


and Perſeverance in them. 

Theſe, my Beloved, are —.E— neceſſary Qua uali- 
fications of a true Repentance, and ſuch as 8 
hath promiſed, That whoſoever ſhall turn to 
him with a Converſation thus duly qualified, he 
will immediately turn away from the Fierceneſs 
of his Anger; all their paſt Enormities ſhall be 


forgiven them; and that Reformation which is 
wrought in them ſhall not only , reſcue them 


from that Death which would be the inevitable 
Conſequence of their Continuance in a State of 
Sin, but they ſhall moreover live to have all 
their future good Actions crown'd with the Re- 

ward of unconceivable Felicity. 1 4 


To apply and conclude : 
The Sum of what hath been a is 


this, that, ſince Gop hath declared ſo much un- 


willingneſs that we ſhould periſh, and ſo great a 
Readineſs, to forgive and be reconciled to finful 
Man, if he will but turn and repent, as hath 
been made appparent in ſome particular Inſtances, 
we ought to look upon this as the greateſt In- 
durement to. forſake and abandon our WN 
Practices, but by no Means as an Enco 


ment to perſiſt in them, becauſe the — 


Indulgences we have received from Gob, the 
leſs Reaſon have we for the future to expect 


them, and the more they will add to the Guilt 
and Puniſhment of our Sins, unleſs we are 


e upon to an Wer Sorrow and Con- 
trition. . 6-20 | ion 


heavy Judgmen | 
ſuck @ prevailing Motive and Argument to ſtir 


Men up to the Exerciſe of lis great and neceſ- 
ſary Duty of Repentance, then certainly, m 


tions to iſe it; | 
8 y the continued Seties of an indulgent 
Provide 


that dteadful and contagious Niſtemper 


But hath — — ho Feld rand 
| the manifeſt 
Reſentments of our Deliverance from it, wrought 


theſe good Effects upon us d If it had, there 
. would pe: DIO. been a more viſible _ 


N. . - = + 


E 


ug 58 ene, was age a little after the PLAGUE at 


geiles. 


a 


716 iareforcthagulinie Feb and Long- 5 
5 - Gulſering of Go, in not ſpeedily: executing his 


ts: upon the Wicked, ſhould be 


Brethren, we: of äll Men cannot but own _ 
ſelves to be under the ſtricteſt Ties and O 025 
ſo remarkably Aida | 


nce, ' that when others were cut off by i 
whichTra- 
vaged in Neighbouring Countries with the ut- 


m Fury and Violence, he ſent his — * 
Angels to ſhield and reſcue us from that immi- 


nent Deſtructiom to which ſo many Thouſands 


were made a Prey und which: we had all the Rea! 


ſon in the World to expect would fall ſuddenly 7 
pon ourſelvesz. ecauſc we DAP ſo juftly: Mes 
Feel. ht ace 1 


5 But (Son be chanked) 1 —— got dealt with 
As after our Sins, nor rewarded: us 3 


our Wickedneſſæs; but hath allowed us greater 


Time and e to repent of them, and 
to be cautious 


ow we ever ee his Diſ- 
pleaſure from the r other Mens 
Calamities. WT NIN | i 5 
3 EY 
Danger we were in, or the grateful 
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ancodf it; twould have given ſone Kind of Chitk 
wüthm Growth yabd: Progreſsi of our I 10} 
Hut (alas ) we'/dre arrived to: ach an] | 
5 Infolence:as:&xdeeds> alli the: Bbunds of "Mo: 
| deſtyn which ſfipuldilay ſuch x ncreffary Reftraiht 
upon, our Actions no Conſidleration of Fear of 
Love or Gratitnde will prewail With. us, but iti 
Spite of all the moſt powerful>Obligations ate 
ſtrict E to our Dutyi vn art as 
outhj:: hurried one the \Perperration — 
Valkiaes 1 le. 12 * ,»- [ 
For what is it leſs: than this} when Wien of 
laoſe undi figate Livesg inſtaadi of being af - 
tected: with Rembrſe of Conſcienot for their 
Sins, deride the: Doty: uf Nepeiftance as a poor 
ſneaking! Thing, fin to be exerci oe: bum 
Des of | bale! mean-{puited3: pu fillamimous 
Tenipers, leere d en gerothetsrt 
thenſame Exueſb uf Wicktdareld with themſebves / 
er thoſe eternal Torments that are threats 
them, as an Invention of. Piieſtaotaft, 

— — able: contriveucto anmniſe the 
Vulgar and. Ignotunt, and td debut: Men of their 
natural Rights: (as they dall them) of ſenfual 
Gtatiication andi Nibertiniſm . 
But whatœerotheſr profane and: miſetable 

| Wretches may pretend to by ſuch daring Wick? 
ednefs:and mptiony yetilepthenr.not think, 
for all their merry :8coffin gs and' Iäfolence; that 
they ball ef —— No, he that 
— — in Heiven:ſhall:laugh>them to Scorn; 
the Lokp ſhall have them in Derifion. He fhalt 
ſpeak unto them in his- Wrath, and vex them 


in his ſore Dilpleaſure. 244 1 i rot xc als * 
But 


2. 
* 2 


Tut Rr HKTAN er. 33 
But tho (I hope) there ate trot many amongit 
us who 06 (1 — — atkeiſtical as 70 en 
wur“ to root out” dhe natürzt Notichs of theft 
g themſelves into a Diſbelief of 
ind fußdanental Principle, tho 
the Exiſtenct of a Go p, who 


they ac 
takes a ſtrict Account of their Actions, the Im- 


mortality of the Soul, and che Certaint 'of a 
future State' of Rewards and Paniſhments in 
another World; I ſay, tho” they declare thieir 
free and rea ally AGE to theſe and all other 
neceſſity Triths' of our Religion, yet . — 60 
Plain from their Prophinenels uid Bebe 

their Lewdneſs ard Intemperance, the dle ene 
Vitioufneſs and Immorality of their Actions, 


that they do = ſo frequently conſider them as | 
; they ought. 


. noh 


And ** a dure tis not br a K* their 
being put in Remembrance of theſe Things; 
they have had "Line am ie, and 2 

Precep t, repeated 5 ings and In 


idps oy ary to then oF the Mo re 


GoD's iniſters, to remind them of the dread- 
ful anck pernicious Conſequence” of a wicked 


Life, to awaken them to à lively Senſe of their 


, to reduce them from! the Ways of Perdi- 
tion and Error, and to bring them to Happi- 4 
neſs. This is er the chief and Principal 
End of our miniſteri abours, of our Ex — 


tation and Counſel. 


And altho' we have but very? 'frhall Hopes' 5 


Probability of Succefs, when Men's Conſclences 


are ſo ſeared, that they are paſt all Feeling, an 
D 2 their 
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their Hearts ſo very obdurate, that they are ren- 
dred utterly uncapable of Impreſſion from any 
the moſt powerful Arguments urged from the 
Conſideration either of Duty or Intereſt, yet 
Gop forbid that we ſhould recede from our 
Endeavours to reclaim them, be they never ſo 


* 


ineffectul. D 
Me are commanded to perſevere in theſe our 
Endeavours; to be inſtant in Seaſon and out of 
Seaſon; to reproye, rebuke, exhort; with all 
Long - ſuffering and Doctrine. And if Men will 
be ſo N wicked as to fruſtrate whatever 
we intended for their Good, we cannot help it. 
However. be that as it will, tho they never ſo 
lightly regard our Counſel, there will be a Time 
when they ſhall have Reaſon, to with they had 
done otherwiſe, when they ſhall perceive what 
Benefits they have . forfeited; and what Calami- 
ties they muſt neceſſarily undergo for their A- 
buſe and Contempt of it. Like Eſau, who for 
one morſel of Meat fold: his Birth-right. But 
you know how that afterwards when he would 
have inherited the Blefling, he was rejected: 
For he found no Place of Repentance, tho he 


ſought it carefully with Tears. 


And how can Sinners expect any better Fate, 7 
who barter away a much more glorious Inheri - 
tance, than to be rejected as he was? Suck 
18 ſhall be ſure to be perplext with the Miſeries of 
24 too late Repentance, when they ſhall ſee them- 
ſelves utterly excluded. thoſe heavenly Manſions 
that are enricht with all the Delights, all the 
Comforts, all the unconceivable N 
po whic 
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which they have been moſt earneſtly invited to, 
and, conſigned over. to the, — Regions s of 
Darkneſs, where there is not the leaſt Glimpſe 
of Happineſs to be found, but inceſſant w 

ing an OT en T 


* = | 4 * bh 
: 
| # fp of - . * * —— — 
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W er prörerse SE and ſure 
: REecoMPENCE of VIRTUx. 


PRoOvERBs xi. 18. | 


De Wicked worketh a deceitful Work: But to 
him that ſoweth Fs Wl ſhall be a ſure 
Reward. 


WEXKIS FS: 5 Deriveritu that he 
OT , always laughed" at the Folly of his 
KEEL Coun en the People of Athens , 
becauſe they were ſo over -ſolicitous 
in hunting after the vain periſhing Enjoy- 
ments of his World, which yet Kater al 
the Hurry and Fatigue it had put them to) 
could afford but little or no Benefit, or Ad- 
vantage to them. 

But certainly, would we but take an im- 
partial View into the infatuate Proceedings 
of the Generality of Mankind, we ſhould 
ſoon perceive that we have altogether as 
ppc” Reaſon as ever Democritus had to de- 

their Actions as ridiculous, or rather ſhew 

our Diſlike of them, by quite different Expreſ- 
ſions, and be diſſolved into Tears, to think that 
Men, endowed with reaſonable Faculties to 
diſcern 


The- Dechicfuineſs five. 39 
fliſgern their trutſt Intereſt, ſnould act ſo high 
ineonfiſtent ich theriſelves, ſo very abſurd 
inrational, | as nt tg be carneſt-lin- ſeeking the 
moſt proper and effoctual Means co — it, 
in the induftrians: Diſcharge of all the ſeveral 
Duties of Religion: which have the Promiſes: f 
ſuch an ineſtimabie Reward attending the due 
Berfurmanco of them: A Reward Which, If 
we. confider the Greutneſs of its own intrivfie 
Excellence; and that Aſſurance which we Have 
upon our juft{Bndeavour of obtaining it, ſhould; 
one would: think; be ſufficient to influence” us 
with the moſt zealous Purpoſes and Reſolur 
ons of» an hay Liſe, and to make us / preſs to 
wards the Mark through what Difficulties and 
Incanyeniences:foever ſhall lie in our Way to 
our Duty; fince we are ſucg o meet with ſuch 

a glorious Recumpen ee. olg 

Hit ſuch is the extreme” Folly and Ingratitude 
which moſt of us are too too ff equently guilty of, 
that, - notwithitanding Gb favoured us 
with the Promiſes of the richeſt Bleſſings u 
theſe Conditions, as with ſo many Allurements 
and Incentives to our Duty, yet we wilfully 
reſuſe our own: Happineſs! Not but we are 
_ ſufficiently induſtrious to ptocure it, did we but 
apply our Induſtry with Diſcretion; for we ſet 
even in the Wicked, who fall ſiort of it (as 
tis evident from what the wiſe Man Here plain“ 
ly intimates by their working, as well as fror 
their own Obſervation and Experience) that it 
is not altogether to the Defect of their Induſtry, 
that the Non-Acquilition of this HappineſFis'to 
be imputod to; no, ttis not fo much the Waar, 
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as the Miſapplication of their Diligence. 


Did 
they but direct their Endeavours to right =_ 


jects, and;: ſeek i:their Happineſs, where it 
truly to be found, a Quirks Gf che Pans th 
they now are at, would be abundan — 

1 3 


| to advance them to the Fruitiqn 


whilſt they. place it in the falſe Pleaſures and by 
tereſts of Senſuality, and even them- 


ſelves in the Purſuit of it, What is but 
to be at a great deal of Pains to a v verycatl Pas: F 


— Since all the Toil and Trouble they are at; 
es only to bring Miſchief upon themſelves; 
and whilſt they are eagerly bent upon an ima- 
ginary Purſuit of their . they 21 
ally, Labour to be; miſerable. | at} eh 
For certainly (what — or Benefit 
ſoever they may expect to reap from: the Exe- 
cution of Ungollivefs, . yet) 1 — Practice of 
din is nothing elſe, than the Production of Sor- 
row, and although they may be affected with 
me of carnal or ſenſual Pleaſure, : whilft 
ney are committing it, yet they will find it to 
be 4 th Deceit d Wang in the Event and Con- 
cluſion of it. 

That it is-ſo, is = Fa, wiſe Man hack ve- 
ry truly and poſitively aſſerted in my Text, and 
what I ſhall, make it my Buſineſs to prove in my 
Differtations upon it; wherein I/ſhall firſt en- 
deavour to ſhew who are the Perſons here 
perly meant by the Righteous and the Wicked, 
or in what Latitude theſe Terms are to be taken, 
according to the true Senſe and nn in 
Warn Wanne are uſed in this Place, 1508 


4 


and furs Recomitnce of VI Tun. 41 
And Firſt, as or Righteous: Now. the 
Word Righteonſwebs, in its molt 'general and 
comprehenſive Notion is of a, very wide Ex- 
tent, and containeth' under it all the ſeveral Par- 
ticulars of our Dum, all char the Goſpel hath 
enjoined and preſcribed to us as ſuch, under 
theſe . three general Branches thereof, us. To 
Gop, our Neighbour,” and Ourſelves. So ths 
in this Senſe, by the Man that ſoweth or 
worketh Righteouſneſs, or the Righteons, is 
ſignified” as much as the virtuous or religious 
Man, one whoſe Obedience to the Law of 
Gop'in Reſpect of its Sincerity is univerſal, who 
gives himſelf wholly to the Diſcharge of his 
Duty, both in the ready and willing Execution 
of whatever Good comes within the Reach of 
his'Abilities to perform, and as carefully de- 
_ clining all the Evil that it is in his Power to 
avoid; and this, as well out of a Principle of 
Love; Obedience and Reſpect to Gop who re- 
quires it of him, as the Hope of any Reward 
or Benefit that he ſhall receive for his doing ſo. 
But if we take this Word Righteouſneſs in 
its more reſtrict and limited Conception, it fig- 
nifies no more than our Duty to our Neigh- 
bour only, viz. ſuch an exact and accurate Ob- 
ſervance of the Rules of Juſtice and Equity in 
our Dealings with him, that we are altogether 
as cautious of tranſgreſſing them by doing him 
any Injury in any Reſpect or Particular whatſo- 
ever, as we are unwilling he ſhould do unto us, 
having ſuch a tender and conſcientious Re 
to his Intereſt, that we will not be wrought 
upon to impair it out of any ſelf- ſeeking or 
malicious 
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5 4 7, We Wicked, berraweth 

 -Dayid, and payeth. not an Nie Zhe.,. 

1 A4 0 and giveth... Where ws ere 
e Righteous is g ed and ap 

oe his tender Compa 4 and Liber 

the Poor,,. ſo; the Perſon here 994 — | 


accuſed of the contrary Injuſtice, intimated. by 
the Non-Reſtitution of "what he had, borrowed of 


his Neighbour, i 18 term d the Wicked, 11 11 
But however, ſince as it is not to be ſo Son 
fin d to this limited Acceptation, but that it is 
capable of a larger Extent, becauſe what is hers 
ſpoken of the Wicked, to Wit, , \Peceitful+ 
neſs of thoſe unjuſtifiable Actions he is guilty of. 


be as truly aſſerted. e general ;, ſo, 
lag Fs other Hand foraſmuch as any. general 


Truth cannot be better illuſtrated and. confirm d 
than by articular Inſtances, and that I may not 


PEO rom the 0 gt; my , 1'thall in 
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and ſure Recompence A Vigvux. 43. 


the Firſt Place endeavour to explain to you the 
5 Bin wn — _ 2 
general CCeptation ; -W * n mave done, 
I ſhall purſue this Argument a little further for 
Truth, as it relates mote particularly to the Sin 
ae. e 39 1's nd: mat: on aulas 
And Fr, as: to the Deceitfulneſs of Sin in 
general, if we trace it back to its very Source 
and Head -Sprigg, we ſhall find dit took its Ori- 
ginal from a Lie and thereby deceived us to our 
Ruin; 'which- when the infernal Angels had 
conſpired. to effect, envying that Happineſs o 
aur firſt Parents herein they were at firſt 
crrated, and which they had ſtill enjoyed had 
they continued in their original State of Inno- 
cence. and Perfection, this was made the very 
Inſtrument af depriving them of it. For hen 
Gon had indulged to them the free Uſe of all 
the Variety of the Pleaſutes of Paradiſe, reſtrain-. 
ing their Liberty with ane anly Prohibition, the 
Obſervance whereof was made the indiſpenſable 
Condition of that Happineſs, the Devil, out of a 
ſpiteful Envy, endeavours all he can to betray 
em out of it, by drawing em away from 
Performance of the Condition upon which it 
was made. For having taken upon him the 
Diſguiſe of a Serpent, and full fraught with all 
the moſt malicious Subtilty that was requiſite 
to bring about his miſchievous Intentions, he 
accoſts the Woman; and taking Advantage of 
the Weakneis of her Sex, which he thought 
might be moſt eaſily induced to comply with 
the Temptation, he begins to queſtion 2 
| | „1 4 a er, 


44 We Diteirfulneſs of Sin, 
her, Na, "hath Gop ow Ye (hall not eat f 
every Tree of the Garden? Blaſphemouſſy and 
unpiouſly aſſerting that Gop never intended 
ſuch*a Reſtraint, but to their Prejudice; ſince 


that one Tree, which they were denied the free 


Liberty of eating, would be of infinitely more 
Value to them than all the reſt which they were 
permitted freely to partake of: A Tree of ſo 
excellent a Nature, and of ſuch peculiar Virtues, 
that did they but know one Quarter of the 
Benefit which he himſelf had experimentally 
found by it, they would have no Need to be 
perſwaded to that which was no. leſs defirable in 
its Effects, than in itſelf delicious. For they 
ſhould no ſooner eat of it, but it ſhould ſo 

uicken and refine their Intellectuals, and give 

em ſuch a' diſcerning Inſight into the Theory 
of Nature, that their Eyes ſhould be immediate- 
ly open d, and they ſhould be as Gops knowing 
Good and Evil. And ſhe (poor credulous Wo- 
man) liſt ning to the fly Inſinuations of this 
deluſive Spirit, and believing all that he had ſug- 
geſted to be true, and moreover taken with the 
Pleaſantneſs of the Fruit, is not only prevailed 
upon freely to eat of it herſelf, but likewiſe im- 
parts to her Huſband, and he did eat. 
© Thus were they both inſinuated into Rebel- 
lion through the Allurements of ſpecious Promi- 
ſes, which how true they will appear in the 
Event our own ſad Experience is too ſufficient 
an Evidence. We to this very Day feel its fatal 
and pernicious Conſequence in ourſelves, and 
rue the dire Effects of this unhappy Compliance. 

| ® Geneſis iii. 1. 


and ſure Recompence f NarToe. * ug 
For- inſtead of improving our intellectual Facul- 
ties, as he pretended, it bred- ſuch incurable 
Diſtempers in our Souls, as made them, that 
they could not reliſh even the innocent Pleaſures 
o& Lie; We know Good and Evil, tis true; 
but no more to our Advantage than to deplore 
the Loſs of the one, and to dread the Inflict- 
ion of the other: And U Advantage 1 
we might expect by curiouſly prying into 

forbidden — CD Gop, never intended 
we ſhould be let into, it ſerved only to make a 
Diſcovery of concealed Miſchiefs, and, like 
Pandoras Box, let out ſuch innumerable Plagues, 
ſuch a World of Miſeries upon us, as all the 
Pleaſures of Sin will be never, le to 3 


1 "I deceit Devils. 2 we Kill: 2 
contend with, who would involve us through 
reiterated Crimes into ſtill . greater Perplexities; 
To this End they.cloath * ray meg with 
a pleaſing Dreſs, that they may be a 
to win- upon our Aﬀections, — very | fenkible 
that our Nature, as corrupt ag it is, Would ne- 
ver oonſent to harbour ſuch an hideous Monſter 
in our Breaſts, as Sin in. its natural .Grimaceſand . 
Deformity would , e it — nakedly - 
repreſented to us. Kt 
But, that it may have the more contagious 
Influence, upon us, they put . on: it. tempting 
and inſinuating Diſguiſe, give it the Varniſh, of 
pleaſant Fruit, of ſomething that is grateful to 
the Senſe or - Appetite, till they have hereby 
rendred it ſo very, s and n that 
2 | 21 das We 


— 
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e will 6erfelves@Ptey, and arc en- 

— 80 — at delt Plentare, 1 
Nay, it s Gur very Seiles into a chte. 
us, Which are no ſooner Won by 

— Plealactheſs of the Temptation, but the 
importundtely-4olicit'us for Indulgence and Gra- 
tification oni the Evil it invites us to, and never 
aſe, till we; comply with their Importunity, 
how fatal foever ma) be che Conſequences 'of 
ſach a Compliance. ier 21910 »* Di 
fa Wofd, Lin is one continued Bene of 
Deluſion, ark ent fans, vhich the ' Devil 


makes uſe of t draw aſide Poor unweary Souls 


into Perdition aid Error, and hath no other 


Way to aceorhpHI his malicious Contrivatices 


againſt us, than by inveigling us into the Putſuit 
and 'Corimhifſion 6f it. For, having darkened 
the Eye of our Reaſon by the Miſts of origitiat 
Corruption, ke thereby renders it unable to diſ- 


cern its Intereſt, and conſequently more capable 


of-- Dn dehied'-with- th falſe Appearance of 
and then repreſenting his pertiieions 


Evils Ander thelfalſe Gloſſes of carnal Intereſt or 


Fears, ot fome ſuch! other Motive which is 


 inoſt=likely<to®prevail upon our Senſes,” he plies 


us Witk theſe delicious Baits, till at laſt we 
greedily catch at our Ruin, and teadily" embrace 
our Deſtruction? rm | e290 


Se But ee Teak" more gertæusi to this Pur- 


poſs: CELE DELT 21 

©? Phat Wok is deceitful; whoſe Rewaid/ n 
186 recompence our Pains and Labour in pro- 
cüring it- And that this is the Caſe of the 


Practice and Execution of Ungodlineſs will be 


very 
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Sinica 2. inte Zabachoſitn upper; in that 

what Pleaſure or Advantage ſ6everwe may! ex- 
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And RAJER be the Reſult of ſuch a Dif 
intment to them but Vexation and Trouble, 
i-th have been themſelves a 
Front: Fer of Pleaſure in the Commiſſion of 
a Sin, th — one unlucky 
Accident: Which cramps em in the Purſuit” of 
their Deſires, ſo that ey cannot poſſibly attain 
to what; they were ſo very eager in the Pour- 
ſuance of. If 2 the = Man aſſerts) “ tbe 
Defire - atchmpliſhed is \faeet to the Soul, ter- 
tainly ſuch a F ruſtration. 8 n be nothing 
elſe than Bitterneſs. no iadvr 
Vet ſuch is the ee ad Condition 
of every wicked and ungodly Perſon; / who, 
when he hath been pleaſing his Faney with 
the Expectation of I know; not what Happineſs, 
in the unlawful Indulgence of his Ses Lalitied,” 
and brought himſelf — a Fool's Paradiſe of 
imaginary y Delights, all bis, fruitleſs. Hopes. ſerve 
only to enhanſe his Infelicity;' When he beholds 
his 'Counſels degenerate -into;Foolifhneſs;:;when 
he ſees the Inefficacy and. ill Succeſs of his At- 
tempts about the Acquiſition! of that Happineſs 
(if it deſerves to be. ſe called) which the now 
Hhath not: the-leaſt Probability of eyer injoying; 
in a Word, When he is like to have no better 
Reward for all the Pains che hath been at in his 
Endeavours after it, than to fee; e Err pate 
overthrown, and his Expedttation fruſtrated.. 
And yet, if Matters Were but duly — 
he hath: no-Reaſon. to expect that it ſhould be 
otherwiſe; For, as Gop hath the Diſpoſal of 
the Event and Iflue of Things, ſo that Nothing 
can 
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can be done without his Fiat or Permiſſion, we. 
may be ſure that he will order his Affairs ſo as 
not to let the Wicked have their Deſire, but 
will ſtand up ſo far in Vindication of his Juſtice 
and Honour as, to infatuate and*defeat_their In- 

tentions, who ſet themſelves up in Oppoſition to 
his Will. But the Truth of this 1 hall heteater 
more clearly illuſtrate by a particular Inſtance. 
But, Secondly, ſuppoſe the Wicked ſhould 
ſucceed and proſper in their Attempts ; let the 
greedy Worldling arrive to the very Top of his 
Ambition, the ſenſual Epicure his Pleaſure, and 
all the ſeveral Votaries to Sin have their feſpec- 
tive Gratifications and Deſires; yet what Com- 
fort, what Satisfaction can they meet with in theſe 
that ſhould make them ſo very earneſtly ſoli- 
citous about their procuring of them? I believe 
verily that we ſhall after a little Examination 
=> that they are hardly worth ſo much ſtriving 
or. 11 eee, n 
For, Firſt, the Pleaſures of Sin are not laſt- 
ing, but fading and tranſitory; and that not, 
only in Reſpect of the Object of theſe Pleaſures, 
but of our Affections, who have no ſooner taſted 
of the unlawful Pleaſures of Senſuality, but we 
are preſently fatiated into an Averſion of theſe 
Things, and are now as eager to be ſhift, as we 
were once earneſt in the Purſuit of them, © 

This Truth is evidently. ſet forth to us in the 
Example of the inceſtuons Amon, who, al- 
tho he had the moſt lovely Object whereon to 
gratify 5 b even the 9 that cele- 

rated Beauty Abſalom, yet he, had no ſooner 
done this, ber b. who 4 2 | 
E 


ad been wrapt up in, 
and 
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Pleaſures that we can receive 
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and enamour'd her Ch S, now conceives 

ſuch a deadl 0 and bh 06 againſt. her 

that he could not endure. fo ue, as the very 

Sight of her ; as YOu may read in that Story 7 
arge in the 1 r Bock of 

See Whi Truth N 75 hold equall 

in any. other unlawful, Indulgence, or 57585 


| whatſoever. 


But, Secondly, the Pleaſures of Sin, and Sen- 
ſuality are not only not laſting, but mixt with a 
great deal of Bitterneſs little Time which 

do endure. The Pains and Perplexities of 

a State of Sin will infinitely o Koe all the 
rom it, if we 

do but counterpoiſe the . of Miſchiefs, 
the Shame, the Infamy, the onfuſion, that 
Dread and Terror of Conſcience, that Trem- 
bling and Fearfulneſs of Heart, which are the 


natural and genuine Fruits of our Impieties, an 
which will infuſe ſo: much Bitterneſs into our 


Souls as will give but an unſavoury Reliſh to all 
our voluptuous Enjoyments; which (however 
they may pleaſe and gratify our Bene will 
but a poor Recompence for the ſpiritual 
Diſconſolation that even neceſſarily attends it. 
Whilſt Religion propoſeth to us a quite dif- 
ferent Reward, excites and engages us by a quite 


_ Motive to the Practice of it, in that it 


y affecteth us with; the moſt unſpeak- 
ETA Raviſhmeats and Delię ts, with Pleaſures 


that; are not IS and adulterate, like the ſpu- 
0 


rious Delights of Senſuality, but ſuch as are 
pure, permanent, and ſubſtantial. It ſets us 


above the Reach of all thoſe Diſadyantages 2.0 
that 
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that Reproach and Infamy, thoſe Frights and 
Confuſions which I have eh ſthewn to be the 
natural Appendants of its Contraty, and, inſtead 
thereof, procures ſuch Hondur, ſuch Intereſt, bs 
ſuch Reputation, and, to compleat”all, ſuch an 
inward Peace, and Tranquility: 'of Mind as qua- 
lifeth us for the Pruition of all outward Com- 
forts. It not only ſecures to us all thoſe tempo 
ral Bleſſings which may any Ways contribute to 
our outward Happineſs and ' Proſperity; but 
moreover begets in us ſuch a peaceable Temper ' 
and Diſpoſition of Soul as renne us 7 * 
receiving them as Bleffin 1 *% 

When we have walked in our Integiity, add 
have endeavourd to preſerve a Conſcience void 
of Offence toward Gop, and toward Men; when : 
we are under no Conſcience of Guilt, no Fear 
of Puniſhment; no Dread or A prehenſion * 
Gob's Wrath to inflict upon us the one, for de- 
filing ourſelves with the Pollutiofis of the other; 
but our Conſciences are clear and unſullied, free 
from all thoſe Diſturbers and Enemies to their” 
Peace, and enjoy a perpetual Calm under the 
| auſpicious Influence of the Divine Favour” and 
Protection; this muſt enhance the Felicity of 
our Enjoyments: To be ſure, whatever Bleſ- 
{ings we receive, we have them in a far greater 
Perfection than thoſe can with any Reaſon pre- 
tend to, ho are under the Turbulencies and 
Diſquietides' of an accuſing ine to 1 
braid and interrupt them in it. 

In ſhort, there is ſo much of reſent Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction derived from "the" Exerciſe of 
Virtue,” that; if there were no other Reward” 

"TEX attending 
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attending the Execution thereof, this alone 
would be Self: ſufficient to encourage us to per- 
form it. So great it is, and it gained ſuch an 
high Eſteem in the Opinion of ſome of the 
ancient Ethnick Philoſophers, that they thought 
Man's chiefeſt Happineſs did conkift therein. 
And the Epricureans, who placed their ſummum 
bonum, or ultimate F elicity, in Pleaſure, if (ac- 
cording to the Notion of the Modern and more 
reſined Part of that Sect) are hereby meant the 
Pleaſures of a good Conſcience, which are the 
natural and neceſſary Effects of Virtue, their 
Miſtake was not ſo very great. 

For altho' we can never expect to arrive to 
that Perfection of Happineſs, till we come to 
Heaven, where we ſhall have whole Rivers 
of everlaſting Pleaſures without the leaſt Mix- 

ture or Alloy, yet certainly this is the ſureſt 
Foretaſte and . Anticipation of that Happineſs, 
and what is given as an. Earneſt of a future Com- 
pletion and Enjoyment of it. But the Wicked, 

as he is deſtitute of this inward Peace of the 
Soul, hath no more than the empty Name 
of Happineſs to boaſt of, ſuch an one as is 
attended with Terror of Conſci tence here, and 
eternal Miſery hereafter. 

Which brings me to the third and laſt Particu- 
lar, which was to prove the Vanity and Deceit- 
fulneſs of Sin, not only from the N 
and Unſatisfactorineſs of the Enjoyments whic 
it affords, but moreover, as they are fatal and 
pernicious-in their Conſequence. 

If we adviſe, with the Apoſtle St. Paul he 
wil tell us, that The Wages of Sin i 15 Death; 3 


and 
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- and” Solomon in the — immediately following 
my Text, that, as Righteouſneſs tendeth hr 7 
' be that prrſueth Evil, purſueth it to hisown' 
This, we'ſee, was the unhappy Conſequence 
wy the original Tranſgreſſion of our firſt” Pa- 
- rents, who had no ſooner prevaricated from 
their Obedience to their Maker in the Breach 
of that Covenant which they had engag'd them- 
ſelves in, but the Sentence of -Mortality © Was 
immediately pronounc d againſt them, and, in- 
ſtead of being tranſlated without dyin from the 
Pleaſures of an earthly to à celeſtial Paradiſe, 
they were, after a Life full of Care and Perplex- 
ity, to return to their Mother Earth, and be diſ- 
ſolved into that Duſt out of which they were 
taken, as you may read, Genefis iii. 19. 
Nor is the Puniſhment of this Original Sin 
leſs univerſal than the Guilt of it; it extends it 
{elf to all their Poſterity, of what Age, Sex, or 
—_— ſoever, nor can the ſtricteſt Piety reprieve 
om it. Which fince it ĩs ſo, fince the iph- 
teous as well as Wicked are equally obnoxious 
to this Fate, I ſhall not atthe preſent conſider” it 
1o much as a Puniſhment for Sin in ourſelves, 4 
(tho' indeed, had not Man ſinned he had never 
died) I ſay, I ſhall not at the preſent conſider ĩt fo 
much as a Puniſhment for Sin, as a Law of 
Nature, a neceſſary Condition of the frail Con- 
ſtitution of our Bodies, which being made up of 
corruptible Principles, muſt inevitably return to 
Corruption ; but ſhall proceed to what is more 
ſuitable to the heinous Nature of Sin, and is 
more properly 9 d as a deed to be in- 
flicted on it. 
If 
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If; the. Bal, viz. temporal Death, were the 
| utmoſt. of its Puniſhment, and there were no 
| the Yor State of Happineſs or Miſery in another 

d, 25 ;lome confidently affirm, ho deny 
rtality of the Soul, and pe N 16k upon 
55 cher [hot for this Aſſertion, than be- 
cauſe it would. be for their Intereſt; if it were 
„Jay, if this were the utmoſt they are to 
u the Condition of wieked Men were in- 
itely Retr han LT, will find it to be. But 
ere is 7 aſe 92.8 far worſe Kind of Death 
Prepared 55 Ps em, in Compariſon of which, 
all their former Miſeries Were as Nothin. and 
What is ſtiled in Scripture the Second Death, 
hen the Soul at the. general Reſurrection being 
reunited to the Body (which. at the Sound of 
Hor laſt Trumpet ſhall be awaken'd out of the 
* Duſt). and having by this Reunion with it 
duicken d all its * of Senſation, hereby 
it ſhall be made capable of thoſe Sufferings 
vhich, it muſt partake of with i it, they ſhall be 
oth immediately ſummoned to appear at the 
1255 Tribunal of infinite, and impartial Juſtice, 
where _ conſcious. of their own Guilt they ſhall 
ſtand; trembling before the judge; expecting 
every Moment-when the Sentence of Condem- 
nation ſhall be pronounced againſt them, Which 
ſhall be no ſooner given, but they ſhall be for ever 
baniſhed from the bliſsful Preſence of Gop; and 
hurried down to the infernal Pit, into a Lake 
that burns with Fire and Brimſtone; where they 
ſhall ſympathetically bewail each other's Mi- 
ſeries and Come, and that without uy, = 
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= Tormiefits, and be for ever rackt with 
ch Pain and Ariguiſh as is endlels and, _ 


| 29955 87 is not this; think ye, a forious 
Reward, after all the Slavery that Sin 
ther to, to make them Aal able at e How 
will chey © complain of their, cruel Deſtiny 
of the Treacher and Deccitfulneſs of Sin which 
becaſtoned it in theſe melancholy T Terms? W. 
thought indeed that there” was ſomething 2 
— Pleaſure in Sin, when we were firſt tempt 
to it, but now find it to be a mere Cheat 
5 It interpoſed its falſe and ſpurious 
cb Mind 28 us from purſuing more ſub- 
7 258 {lid Hap inefs, and to involye us 
into. that Mifery which we now but tog ſenfibly 
feel in ourſelves.” Are theſe,” vile Traitor of 
Mankind, the pleaſant Fruits, that when we 
firſt enter'd ings a League and: Friendſhip with 
thee, thou t to ens us. with £ 


ſtant Pleaſtires Have rn us, y . 
ſome Sweets, are now turned into the extreame 
Bitterneſs, "tid that which will laft for ever, . 
Thus Will my be ever vexing themſelves 
wich theſe afid fuch like unf pra Complaints, 
and condernn' their paſt Fg olly and Inadvertency 
(of which they now. * coſtly Experience are 
convinced) in indulging to the falſe deluſive 
Plea- 
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Pleaſures of Senſuality, - which betrayed: them 
into this inextricable Ruin. But, alas! where 
there is no Hope of Remedy, there is no Room 
for Complaint. After-Wit is never good, of 
no Uſe at all to prevent the Calamities which 
they are already fallen into, and their Repentance 
is too late for a Redreſs, when their Miſeries are 
incurable. | Beſides, what Miſery ſoever they 
endure, tis no more than what they voluntarily 
brought upon themſelves; tis what they choſe, 
what they purſued, What — earneſtly con- 
tended for, and therefore tis but juſt they ſhould 
have it, ſince they took ſuch Abundance of Pains 
in pfocuring a 12 
come now to prove to you 5 ey — 

Deceitfulneſs of Sin, as it relates to the parti- 
cular Inſtance of Injuſtice; in the handling of 
which I ſhall proceed exactly in my former 
Method, and endeavour to ſhew_ the Vanity of 
the unrightcous or unjuſt Man's Purſuit and 
Endeavour, in all the Three ſeveral Reſpects 
above. mention d. 

 Firft, From the Uncertainty of his obtaining 
what he ſueth for. . 

Secondly, From the Unſataftorineſ here 
tho' he ſhould obtain it. 

And, Laftly, As it is fatal and. pernicious in 
its Conſequence. 7 

My Fir Argument to prove the Vanity of 
the unrighteous or unjuſt Man's Purſuit and 
Endeavour, is drawn from the Conſideration of 
for; Uncertainty of his ung: what he ſueth 

Or. 


But 


and fure Recompence of: "Tarver, 57 


But before: ] directly enter upon the Proof 
of this, I conceive! it will be requiſite to enquire 
what are the principal Otjeas- of ba Purſuit, 


And they are Thrbezi aac vilawal, d 1 ch 

3.481% K Riches, y 243 "3940 ibis e 
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Theſe are the Things that put him him 5. apon the 
many Cheats and Fallacies w 
ſerve in his common Dealings —ͤ— e 
my Buſineſs in the firſt Place, therefore is to 
prove that he falls: infinitely ſhort of ne 
in every of theſe Particu lars. . 
A Firft, as td Richas. I on ute to 01D) 
This is a Truth of which the- Scripture. will 
ſufficiently inform us, if we look-noifarther:than 
into the Book of Prauerbs, where we are told, 
Hat be that by Uſury and unjuſt Gain incregſeth 
h:s Subſtance; ſhall gather it for him that will pity 
the Poor. * And again, There ts. that ſcattereth, 
and yet rereaſeth and tbert is that. witholdeth 
more than is meet, and it tendeth: unto Poverty. 
The Meaning of Which is, that, as the liberal 
Diſtribution. of that which is properly bur own, 
— —_— . aſe ſerves to increaſe our 
u ce; unjuſt detaining or appropriat - 
ing to ourſelves What belongs to others 5 the 
ready Way to diminiſh it. 
eee are ar Heathens altogether nent 8 to 
this. he 1% es foi 42 
Md xa forage xaxe ul ge 17 ae ſaith Hefud. 
Be not greedy of unjuſt Gain, which will cer- 
wy prove to thee no better than a Loſs. Ill-got- 
ten 
t Chap, xxviüi. 8. 2 Chap. xi. 24. 
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ten Goods never r They entall à Curſe 
upon Poſterity, and prove ſuch a Canker as 
eats' out the Profit of all our n 
tho' never fo lawfully acquired. | P s var bi. 
And altho' there are ſome who ſeem 0 be as 
ſucceſsful as injurious, who for a Time thro' 
their Deceit and Cozenage do thrive and proſper 
in the World, and have Riches in Poleibn, 
let them make the moſt of them whilſt they 
N chem; for they may be well aſſured that 
þ ns ſhall not continue many Generations. De 
male queſitis vis" guuutt terrius bæres. It's much 


if the third Heir be ever the better for it. The 


Gifts of Fortune, eſpecially what are raifed upon 
no better Foundation than that of Injuſtice, are 
lippery. Soibmon tells us that, Riches 

mate themfeloes Wings, and yy: 1 as an 3 * 
e eee e eee 

HBeſides, ſuppoſe the nah Peiſon, whillt he 
is thus labouring to get Riches'thro' any.mequit- 
able or unlawrful Means, as Fraud; Oßpreffun, 
or the like, ſhould meet with no Difappoiritment 
or unlucky Accident from without that ſhould 
prevent his! doing ſo, yet thro his unfatiable 
Avarice he fruſtrates his oπJmu Deſign. For der- 
tainly Man can never properly be ſaid tod be 
rich, till his 8aubſtande be commenſurate with 
his Defires, i. e. till he reſt ſatisfied Witk his 
preſent State or Condition. For ſuppoſe a Man 


were as rich as ever Craiſus was reported to 


have been, yet unleſs he be content, if he can- 
not keep his Deſires within the Limits of his 
own: Poſſeſſions, he is in Reality miſerably poor: 


But 
* Proverbs xxili. er 
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But chis is what is wholly” impoſſible for the 
Covetous to do (for Covetouſneſs ' and Ambi- 
tion have no Bounds) his Defires/ are as unfati- 
able as Hell, are ever roving out, in an eager and 
thirſty/Purſuit of what he hath not, till he quite 
loſes the Enjoyment of what he hath. For tis 
obſervable, that after all the vaſt Piles ee | 
which he hath been wrongfully heaping up to- 
gether, the wretched Niggard Hiks oh 52 ge Heart 
to improve one Farthing of it to his on Uſe; 
but doom d to Tantaluss Fate, he ſtarves inthe 
Midſt of Plenty, and rather, than leſſen His 
Heaps, will deprive himſelf, not only of the 
Comforts and Conveniences, but- the very Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life. 80 tliat, you ſee; he falls 
_ infinitely ſhort-of his Aim nr 
as it relates to Riches. 
The Second Thing which I teld) 
Object of the ang gates or aha d. fan's Ne Pare 
ſuit and Endeavour, is Honour.” © 
And indeed twas in order to che bing r 
this; that he was ſo induſtrious in the Purſuit of 
the F ormer, I mean of Riches, Which I muſt 
needs own is what doth ſometimes not a little 
conduce to the obtaining it. For this is that 
Golden Idol which Men are genetally too apt 
to adore, and to ſet too great àa Value upon: 
And indeed, where it comes attended with an 
honeſt and generous Diſpoſition, tis what de- 
ſerveth to be eſteemed, becauſe it enlargeth a 
Man's Capacities for doin good, and enables 
him to put in Practice thoſe Diſpoſitions to Cha- 
rity and good Works, which would ocheriviſe 
remain 2 but obſcure and ineffectual without it. 
This 
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This i 18 het I very readily grant: But where it 


is void and deſtitute of theſe neceſſary Ornaments 
and Qualifications of Virtue, how mean and 
deſpicable will it appear! How little in the Eyes 
of all that are competent Judges of what is 
e that regard a Man more for his 
onal Merit than the outward Splendor of 
is Fortune? Which without the other, will be 
3 far from raiſing him in their Eſteem, that 
_ *twill- ſerve; but to render him the more ridicu- 
lous; becauſe it expoſeth him more to the 
View of the World, which, whilſt they over- 
look the Actions of fach as are of an inferiour 
Rank, will be ſure to take a particular Notice of 
the Behavipur of thoſe. whom Fortune hath 
elated to ſuch Proſperity: It will put them upon 
enquiring what Original he ſprung from? —— 
he came by ſuch a plentiful —— ? What 
Meaſures 1 togk- for the procuring it? And 
other ſuch like Reflections which the reſplendent 
_-Gaiety: of his Fortune will naturally ſuggeſt to 
them: And when by this Means they come to 
diſcover the many knaviſn Tricks, the baſe, 
mean; ſpirited Actions he has been guilty of, this 
will render him moſt odious and contemptible, 
will quite blaſt the Reputation to which he ſo 
ambitiouſly aſpires, and be ſuch a laſting and 
indelible Stain in his Character as Time ſelf 
will be never able to obliterate. 
But before we make an Eſtimate of that: — 
we will view him for once in the beſt and moſt 
advantageous Light we can put him in. We'll 
ſuppoſe him to be poſſeſt with all the Varieties 
that Fortune can enrich him with; his Houſe 
ſplend- 
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ſplendidly beſet on all Sides with rich Furniture; 


his Table covered with all the Niceties of a 


delicious Palate, ſervd up with a numerous 


Train of Attendants; his Body to be clad with 
the Ornaments of rich Attire; and that he 


wanted for nothing that was requiſite to make 


him appear with a mighty Figure in the World. 


And now after all, What is he? An Aſs, be- 


deckt with gaudy Trappings, which yet will 
make him never a Whit the more honourable, 
when we look upon his Ears. All this ſpecious 
and affected Grandeur will never be able in the 
leaſt to advance him in the Eſteem of the World, 
nor to ſilence thoſe Reflections which will be 


caſt continually upon him: No; they will be 
ever ripping up all his Knaveries and Imperfect- 
ions, till they have quite ſtript him of that 
Honour which he ſo unworthily inveſted himſelf 


with, and made him Jook as little in the Opinion 


of others as he is illuſtrious in his own.  : 


And altho' there are ſome who are: brought 


under the Laſh of an imperious Upſtart, who 


it may be have ſome Dependance upon him, 
and ſo live under a ſlaviſn Fear, yet even theſe 


cannot have any real inward Reſpect for him. 
Tis true, they may pretend to honour him, and 
refrain from thoſe more open Reflections where- 
with others are fo free; but yet, Im perſwaded, 
tis more for the Sake of their own' beloved In- 
tereſt than out of any ſincere Regard to his Per- 
ſon that they do this; they may perhaps live in 
Expectation of a Portion or Legacy from him, 


which they eſteem ſo preferable to the Donor, 


that ſo they may but enter upon the immediate 
| Pofleſſion 


| 
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Poſſeſſion of that, 'I-ſuppoſe' they care not how 

ſoon they lay his Honour in the Duſt. 
The Third Thing, which I — 
as the — pRIAER — EY Adiar's Purſuit, . 
is Pleaſure: 2 | 
mes as it were natural for vain Ie, when 
they have been ſcraping up a deal of the 
World together, to uſe the —— 
liloquy as did the Rich Man in the Goſpel, 
Soul, than hu mut Goods laid up for many Years; 
tale thine Baſe,” eat, drint, and be merry. But 
certainly there is no one Thing in the World 
wherein Men are generally more miſtaken than 
in this. They are no ſooner ſwelbd and lifted 
up with the Abundance of their illgotten Poſ- 
ſeſſions, but they think tliat all they have to do 
is to indulge themſelves im Eaſe and Pleaſure ; to 
go ſmoothly on in the Gratification of their un- db: 
lawful and ſenſual Appetites and Affections; as 

if their Riches were an impregnable Fortreſs 
and Security againſt all the evil Accidents that 
may hinder or interrupt the Courſt of their in- 
tended Jollity and Delight ; when, Gop knows, 
the-moſt proſperous: Condition of this Life doth 
not want for its Share of Trouble, and a Man 
is never ſo free from the Cares of this World, 
as when he hath but little to do with it. * 
This is no more than hat the Preacher him- 
ſelf aſſureth us of, from the Teſtimony of his 
own Experience; whos altho': he had gathered 
him Silver and Gold, and the peculiar Treaſure 
of Kings, and that to a greater Heighth of 
b a0 en than all that were / 
ever 


5 St. Lyke x11. 19. 
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ever before, or after him, and. had furniſhed 
himſelf, as he thought, with all; the Varieties 
that were requiſite, to make his Felicity compleat, 
yet, when he; came to make an Eſtimate of theſe, 
and, of the bl, — he 175 l to pro- 
cure them, ) was Vanity exati 
of Spirit, as you may read! at lar 3 
Chap. of Ec et. from. the 1 to the 120 Mer 
And if there were no greater Comfort or Fe+ 
licity to be found in what. he had received from 
the peculiar. Bounty of Providence, what Plea- 
ſure or Happineſs then can thoſe expect, wha 
have increaſed their . Subſtance, by Nr und 
their Intereſt by Oppreſfion? NN h 
Tantis, parta malis curdg; majore metug; 
Servantur. ; miſera eſt, magni cuſtodia bern, f 
Says Fuvenal,! i; e, as it was with a great 
Trouble and Hazard that they came by it at bn 
Firſt, ſo they are under greater Fear and Con- 
cern in keeping it; and that Man muſt be miſ- 
erably, perplext who hath the Quargs of ſuch. 
Treaſure. 
Moſt true is the Royal Prophet's Aſſertion, 
! That a little that the righteous Man bath is better 
than; the Riches of many Wicked., Becauſe, tho 
it be but little, yet God's Bleſſing attends it; he 
enjoys it with a great deal of Quiet and Security: 
Whereas. the wicked Man amidſt all his Proſ- 
hath no Reſt, but is ever toſs'd with ſo 
_ Perplexity and. Trouble, that the very 
Thoughts of his Abundance will not ſuffer him 
to ſleep, as you may find, Ecclefiaftes,v. 12. He 
A under a continual Fear and | Apprehenfion 


that 


5 


1 Plalm xxxvii. 16. 


64 -* "The Deceitfubirſs" of Su, 


that his Tricks and Knaveries will be diſcover; 


he thinks that the World will be as vigilant to 


find him out as the Eye of his own Conſcience : 
And indeed ft without à great deal of Reaſon; 
becauſe he hath got him a thouſand Enemies 


— be ſurs "all chat he hath ever injur'd) who 


ill be ever watehing for an Opportunity to repay 
Hm in his own Rind, or elſe to bring him to that 
Juſtice to Which he ſcems to be ſuch an utter 


Stranger, in order to make him better acquainted | 


therewith, by ſhowing him "The Rigour and Se- 


verity of it ech n marley baud on en 
But ſuſ ppoſe he ſhould be 1 lacky as to eſti 


the outward Penalties 'of human Laws, yet can 


he be free from the ſeverer Laſhes of the inward 
Law of his Mind? Will not that immediately 
riſe up in Judgment, and upbraid him with the 
Remembrance of his Guilt, when he hears di- 


5 3 Widows and Orphans, thoſe poor, inno- 


defenſeleſs Creatures he hath wronged, 
boring 0 out t their too juſt and grievous Com- 
plaints, as fo many Witneſſes of his Cruelty oe! 
Injuſtice ? Sure the Wretch cannot be fo ftript of 
the common "Sentiments of Humanity, bat he 


muſt have ſome Relentings, ſome Remorſe of 


Conſcience at theſe Things; it will be ready to 
concur in the Teſtimony againſt him, and con- 


demn and perſecute him with its inceſſant and 


IE «4 


continual Accufations. 

And then what Pieaſure or r Happineſs can all 
his outward Proſperity afford, when the World 
and his'own'Confcience are thus ſet againſt him? 
Svch a Kind of Happineſs, I think, as ſhould 


not ſo much provoke our Emulation as our Tears, 
that 
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chat deſerves not fo much to be enyied,! as! Gin 
1 
Which brings me to ths frond oi 
namely, to ſhew the Unſatisfactorineſs of thek: 
Things which are made the Objects of the 

Unrighteous, or | unjuſt Man's Purfuit- and/En- 
deavour, though he ſhould obtain them. oll. eit 
For what are Riches, when unjuſtly gotten, 
but what, inſtead of being a Support and Com- 
fort to us, ſerve but to increaſe our Diſtractions 
and our Fears? What is Honour, when un- 
deſervedly canferred, but mere fulſome Flattet) 
an Inſtrument for one Knave to make uſe f 
curry Favour and inveigle with another?” And 
what Pleaſure, When it is mixed with ſo much 
Bitterneſs? But of theſe I have already ſo full 
ſpoken under the former Head, that I have 
leſs Need to enlarge upon them under this} and 
ſhall therefore proceed to demonſtrate to ydu the 
Deceitfulneſs of the Sin of Injuſtice in the 7h/rd 
and 44 Reſpect, viz. as it is fatal 1 ne 
in its Conſequence. % e AI, ee 
For the Proof of this, 8 tons no io | 
Atmen than only to conſider it tas a Sin. For 
if Death and Deſtruction be the natural Reſult 
and Puniſhment of all Sin in general, as hath 
been already abundantly evinced) then s 
quently muſt it be ſo of this particular one 
Vet, becauſe there are in Scripture dome very 
expreſs and particular Denunciations a Nie 
hall, for, your clearer Conviction of this Thus 
proceed to mention two or three of ant; OM — 
Wa ed ende er > x CNV At \ 
0 P 1 he 


N 
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-ccFhe fitſt of which I find He: 8 him” that 
buildeth his Houſe by Unrighteou „ and bis 
Ghambers by Hirong'; that ade 2 urs 
Service 8 Mages, nen bim. e 
bs Work:.- 5117 * 0219 ud 
| ; "= har xg "a by the Mouth of 
his oils Prophet, foretelling our:Saviour's firſt 


e gment at his Incarnation, ſaith, 
A e 0 br ſwift Witneſs: — pes 
certrs;: and againſt tbe Adulterers, and ag 


3 and againſt. tboſe that . | 
Mreling in his Wages, the ae Fo- 
8 — turm . he 


79 to this Pants” Gs: t 5 
D Adin, mh ee pum AG 
ries that: fhalb.::come upon: you.” | Your Riches are 
<orrupted,' and your Gurments are Moth-eaten. 
Nur Gold: and Silver is cantered; and the» Rig 
of them call be a Witneſs againſt: uu, and ſhall 
eat your Fleſh as it were Fire: have le heaped 
Triafure together- for tlie laſt : Verſes 1, 
2, 3. And the Sins againſt whi theſe Judg- 
ments are ſo-ſeverely: — we have men- 
tioned in the three following Verſes: Bebo 9 
Hire gf | the Labourers, ich hube 
your Fields; ubirb as you kept bark "Frau 
ernteth:; And the Cries of 2 bem aohzch have reaped,. 
tre entered into the Ears of: the Lord of Sabaoth. 
Ye fifve iltwed, in:Pleaſure) onthe: Barth, and been 
wanton ;; ye buve-nourifhed your Hearts," at in 4 
r of Slaughter. Ye ve condemned and FOO 
the 


I. 


- Jeremiab xxii. 123. Df{alachi iii. 5. 
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the and: be doth: not 77 ou. It is, { 
et 6 debarring the 22 of his 1 
—.— ving it — o Iuternperance, et 
— and the innocent Blood of 
ſuch as were not able to defend themſelves | - 
And when Men are arrived to ſuch an it, 
and are in ed by their Covetouſneſs of e 
Men's Poſſeſſions, to commit ſuch eruek Out- 
rages as to take away the Lives of the Owners 
thereof, though they meet with no Reſiſtance 
from them, pet G0 will be Ae to take che 
Cauſe into his own Hand, and to "It 
either by his- own immediate Inflition, or 
the Hands of thoſe whom he hath made 
Inſtruments for the Retaliation of his Heavy 
Judgments upon them. As you may ſee inithe 
| ö — dior . his ac- 
curſed: Wife had occaſionedthe Death of Nabyth 
the Jeartelite, with a | y 


her Huſband'to enter upon 
of his V 


Judgment of Gor : 
very Late Flat of — fon they hal 
ſpilt-the-Blood of that innocent Perſon, according 
to the Prediction of Blijah*. 
;> Rurifwoideſtend from? this more nga 
Kind to lower and leſs Degrees of lrjuftice, | 
even the leaſt of cheſe thall not eſeape with Im- 


punity; but whoever becomes gi . thereof, 
Suu nr Slurood f $5 oy © VE fall 
fi | 


d 1 Kings xxi. © Numb. x 8. * 1 Kings xxii. 38. 
And 2 Kings ix. 36. s 5 5 5 


lowed, in continual Luxury and Pleaſure, ſhall 


68 De Deceitfuleſ of .Siw, 


ſhall * 3 either ſooner or later, to ſuffer for 
it; and to repoſe any: Confidence or Security in 
Riches gotten by ſuch, infamous and unlawful 
Means, is certainly very abſurd and ridiculous. 
The Vanity of . a Practice the Prophet 
Ferenyab very lively. repreſenteth to us under this 
Plain Similitude: At the Partridge: fitteth on 
Le, hatcheth, them, nat; ſo. belflur getteth 
Kaches,, and not ,by, Right, ſhall — in the 
Migſt e bus Days, and at ys Ae el be a 
Ful Whilſt che wretched Miſer, perfect 
choughilel- of Futurity, lies brooding 25 — 
vering over his Pelf, he ſhall perhaps be imme- 
diately called away to give a ſtrict Account of all 
the Wrongs and Injuries that he hath committed 
to procure it. Then he will be ſenſible, when 
it is 490 late, of his extreme Folly; and, Incon- 
ideration, in ſpending. ſo. much of his precious 
Time, and expoſing himſelf to ſo many Hazards 
and Difficulties for the Sake of that Which will 
be no longer of any Uſe or Advantage to him: 
ti will neither bribe off, nor ſuſpend the fatal 
4 Aude nor mitigate that Pain and Anguih 
Which he muſt for ever endure. No, the Ruſt 
of his Gold and Silver will now ſerve but fbr a 
Witneſs againſt him, and the Weight of his 
Bags to ſink him down to the very loweſt Abyſs 
of Hell, there to be continualſy tormented : 
: Where. he, Who in this Life had hie Plenty of 
pool. Things, that here lived in Riot, and wal- 


not no have ſo much as one Nrop:oti Watertte 
00 his Tongue; and * becauſe, when it was 


* , _ * 2 * — T1 2 rey TAP. . in 
2 Juen. xvii. 11. 3+ a 464k b 
* 3 
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in his Power, his Mind and Heart were not to 
do Good, but for his Covetouſneſs, and-for: Db 
N and for Violence to do it. 

Thus have I run through all the Parts alin 
Undertaking which-I at firſt propoſed, and: de- 
monſtrated to you the Vanity and Deceitfulneſs 
of Sin, both in its wideſt and moſt Ac> 
ceptation, and as it relates to the particular In- 
ſtance of Injuſtice. 100 4602 
I ſhould now proceed to che Diſcuſſion ef the 
latter Part of my Text, and, to compleat the 
Antitheſis, prove the Certainty of the 2 
Man's Rope But this I take to be the deſs 
neceſſary, becauſe, having ſo fully and 
treated of the ſeveral Miſchiefs and Inconveni- 
ences. of the one, you may eaſily, without any 
further Explanation, perceive the Benefits and 
Advantages of the other. Beſides, I have all 
along; in every, or at leaſt in moſt of the Pars 
ticulars wherein I have been ſpeaking to the 
Miſeries of Vice, lightly touch'd upon the Feli- 

cities of its! Contrary, and ſhewed you that, as 
the one ſeldom meets with its deſired Succels, 
ſo the other as ſeldom comes ſhort of it; but 
effectually obtains what it ſueth for: That it is 
the p Excellence and Privilege of . Virtie; 
that it never fatigueth us with its Pleaſures ; but 
they: become. the more grateful and delicious to 
us by long Uſe and Exerciſe; | becauſe the longer 
| we have been /accuſtomed to it, the more we 
diſcover of its incomparable Beauty and Per- 
fection, till it fills us with ineffable Satisfaction 
and Delight: Whereas the contrary Pleaſures of 
Senfuality cloy us, but can never give us Con- 
or = $6 tent; 


tene fatiate; but never ſatisfſy: That the one 
hath»dts! choiceſt Pleaſures, mix'd with a great 
deal of Sorrow and Bitterneſs, vhilſt the other 
ſuch divine Comforts: into our Souls, as 
our very:Sorrows, and make us happy 
in dur Tribulations: That whilſt the Wicked 
art ambitious to excel in the Honour and Riches 
of! tua Word, where they ſhall liave but a very 
ſhort Continuance, the Righteous ars intitled to 
2 Inheritance (inſinitely more valuable) of a 
Crown'and Kingdom that ſhall never fade: 
Tum the former are ever catrful and ſolicitous 
ubbut theſe c üble, momentary Treaſures 
upem Earth, are expoſed to the fi 
bons of Thieves — vrhilſt the latter ſe 
rute more laſting and durable Treaſures in the 
Heavens, that are liable to no ſuch Accidents; 
Where neither Thirf apptvacheth; neither Moth 
: That when the one are laying up 
in Store for themſtlves a good Foundation 
inſt the Time to come, that th 
F wat up 
Mrath againſt; the Day of Wrath. 
And now what remains, but that I n! yo 
the fans Advice as did Moſes to the Jjraelites'of 
ald: I call Hrauen and Earth / to recoru this 
Day againft you, that I have ſet before 1you Lafe 
and Death, Bleſing and Curing : Therefore chooſe 
Life, ———— thy Seed may live. Tou 
have had a Deſcription of Virtue and Vice ſet 
before you, with a long Train of their different 
Circumſtances, in order to render the one ami- 
able, and the other as odious and deteſtable to 


f Deut. xxx. 19. 
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vou. And now, one would thin, you thowld 
Jad it no very difficult Manith $010 dota Gh 
your' Choice as is moſt" eonfiſtent with Reuſdn 
and Intereſt, 1. e. 0 choeſe Life rather | than 
. IP galileo Hs" ar 309 neo 
And yet it is ious chat, Aſter 
that 3 2255 a e chemſeloes 
to be deluded ite ſo fatal an Rrrer as to quit 
A Virtue, which are — — 
eace and Security, purſue the road Way, 
which, without a very ſelemn and ſfincere Re- 
le kun, will be ſure to bring dem to irre pars. 
e Ruin and Deſtructi enn 7 ame? 
Loet us then, my Beloved; be better adviſe, 
er "ices it be tov late, arid following" the) wie 
Counſel of the Son of of Syrack, „ tet us, befoft We 
upen any evil Action, 1eonfider" With 
ourſelves what the Event will $6 {| Let us cn 
fider what a diſmal Cataſtrophe it will prove, to 
| Have this jovial Scene of Veluptuouſneſs te end 
in ſuch a trapical Conclufioh, and all the Alt: 
ting, unconſtant Pleaſures of Sin and _— 
to terminate in everlaſting Miſery. Whene 
we are ſurrounded with any Temptitions to Sin, 
(though they ſeem "never ſo elvilly to hre 
yet) let us not, after ach" fair Warhings, 
Woch f ſenſible Experience of their treacherous 
ard ill Deſigns,” ſuffer ourſelves" to be led "any 
into the Error of the Wieked, by liſteni 
their falſe, inſinuating Pretetiees;” but — 
oppoſe and infatuate them with che moſt co 
Rant and zealous Reſolution. * e CAT FECL? 
But above all; let me give eu a particular 
| Cavtion, net to traſt in fn rocket, but- = 
5717 F 4 e 
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the. ling Gon, Let no. Principle of Fear or 
ce at the Meanneſs of our own Condi. 
$ign, nor of Emulation at the Proſperity: of 
Sthers,. inſtigate us to any unjuſt. or illegal Prac- 
tices, but, in all our Dealings and Intercourſe, 
Jet us keep up to the ſtrict Roles of Juſtice, and 
Honeſty, high; though ſonic prophane, atheiſti- 
Lal. Wretches (who have no other Rule whereby 
judge of it than the preſent outward Ap- 
Hearance 8 ridicule: as Weakneſt 
and Superſtition, ane in the End, Will 
he the beſt. Policy. And however they: may 
think to advance or ſecure 5 Intereſt: or Cre 
dit iby the quite contrary Methods of Injuſtice, 
yet / (as wiſe as they are) in this they will, find 
chemſelves to be miſerably miſtaken, ſince there 
is nothing gainful, "nothing Honourable, nothing 
* but Religion, race, 29 Viol 20 


+ 'Tis-this, and this Ho that intereſts, us in 


all the true Happineſs and Proſperity both of 
the outward and ve nia Man. He can have 
no Want of any Thing, who hath Gop for his 
Portion; can never be in any. great Diſtreſs or 
Poverty, Who is rich in good Works, which 
will intitle him to the Promiſes of one of infi- 
nite Veracity and Power, that is both able and 
Willing to ſupply us in all our Exigencies (if we 
are not wanting to ourſelves) with whatever i is 
neceſſary or convenient for us. 
0 Jaftly, to conclude; tis this alone chat wil 
ſtand us in any Stead at the Day of Judgment, 
that will perpetuate and compleat our Happineſs 
il another World, when we are no longer ca- 
table of receiving wy in t1is.; The Felicity, of 
4119 tne 
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cf Rene e 7, 
the-Rightegus > tle] beyond, the Grays 
thei though TY — from the Fatigue * | 
abours, y l <þ 
IHE, te — lee Ae = 
F recompe en 146 

Heart, lays nde mo envy Sinners; | 
11 e Ln D 5 2 . Day? 2. — 
ſurely there is 7 ar Bil, land thin Nation a 
not be Cut 0 
ments and 8 of the Wicked, and MY 
5 . 04 

at. VE: MM O | 
righteouſneſs | ſhall, tk” e Brent 9. 65 a 

ty Mind, 'bewail their miſerable Fol y and 

e. in doing ſe, and! expect o. 
— ho the bitter Fruits of an unprofi 

and mifimproved; Diligence ;.;we;whohaye 

employing n in the more: diſcreet Exer- 
9 of;,Godlingſs,,; Juſtice, and) Shbriety, \ſhall 
immediately enter upon the Reward of our good 
Actions and receive the End of are Faith, even 
the-etprnal: Salvation. our. Souls, „ 
ron gan: ene pn S7 c J- 4121198 
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Y hapters, we ſhall Bad chat Tthe'Pre- 
-ifiiorie'there mentioned have d double 
Alpect, viz. to the Deſtruciion of J. 
| en Cunls Ts oming 0 Judge the 

Wird. > to DIA © 10 To eber: 
12 But uf Saviour chiefly infiting on the latter 
of theſe, as whit is of — Moy and moſt 
general Concernment, and endeavouring from 
the Conſideration of the Uncertainty of 
ticular Time when it ſhall be, to awaken — 
ſtir us up to a conſtant and habitual Preparation 
for his Coming, at the Beginning of this Chapter 
he further purſues his Deſign, — evincing the 
125 edi of. ſuch a Preparation from the Parable 

"the ten Vir gins. 

Then, ich he, Shall the Kingdom of Heaven 
be lilened unto ten Virgins, which took their Lamps, 
and went — to meet the Bridegroom. And foe 


LAs - Ye = 
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of them were fe; cmd" —— 2 
that were” Fualiſb tuat their Lamps, and riot ho 
Oui with them : But. che Wiſe r Ort in their 
Veſſels with their. * While the. Bridegroum 
turried, tbey all Sumbred arte © ane Deans 
ac: ran 

cometh, go ye out et wyr oh Them all . Vir 
7 aroſe, and trimmed their | Lamps. | And the 


Fw, 5 to the Wiſe give as of y 2 for 
eu, Nix NN e dee h ptr farts 
nor 'as 
and Jopng/ be pe ranber to uhem that fell, 1 
unn 0 buy, 


for: 6. Anu while they 
Br —— aud they that —— „ dent 


— bn fo nee. and abe Door "was 
S hανννν , 3e bottroo?: gmed non? ut 
. — the, Deigs of chis- Parble is to ſhew 
the different State and Condition of the 
teous and the Wicked at the Day f 
which is here ptainlyrfer forth to us di 
ferent Succeſs of the Wiſe and ident Vir- 
gins, and of the Fooliſh and Imprewident. 
For whereas: the Wife Virgins had made u 
ſufficient Proviſion of Oil for ch they 
were always in a Neadineſs to meet the Bride- 
groom, 'he ſhould come, and (what 
— — hop to enter with 
to the Marriage, in order to partake of the 
1 eg. of the Solemnity. un 2h us t 
-» Whilft:the Fooliſh Virgins, for want of this 


provicea Care, were miſerably put to it: Their 
was ſpent, and their Lamps were! gone out, 
g to duy more, the 
Interim, and ſo * 

oſt 


and while they were 
. 
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loſt the Opportunity of accompanying FEWER the 
Marriage. Eer though they wind ſued for 
Admittance, twas in wain: The Dont Was ſhut, 
and they were denied Entrance. 7 NN 
Even ſo ſhall it be at Cux iS rs Conkingy whe 
e it for 0 laſt —— Coming 
20 | e World, or his particular Coming 
o us at the; Hour of Death... | Uh m tur 
Such as with the Wiſe Virgins haye their 
Lande trimmed, 1. e. ute deck d with 
thoſe divine. and heavenly \Graces and. Virtues, 
Which are the Ornaments. and Defence of a 
_ . Chriſtian; ſhall be ſecute enough, 8 all 
fearful Apprehenſions of — and of the 
Jud gment chat follous it. Nay, they ſhall. be ſo 
r from being terrified at its AN that 
they are Prepare to meet it with gs much Cou- 
rage and Chearfulneſs as they would the Bride- 
2 at a Wedding, well knowing that tis the 
teſt Privilege to then, the foreſt bird 
troduction to their Happineſs.” 1292149 10975 
'Whil the Wicked, utterly Wed — 
unmindful pf Futurity go on careſeſs and un- 
concerned in their licentious· Courſes, quench 
the Light of Gop's holy pics which ſhould 
guide and direct them in their Duty, ſuffer its 
Gifts and Graces (like the Lamps that went out 
for Want of Oil) to be extinct in them, and 
fruſtrate all its Kind Influences and Endeavours 
to reclaim;them; by their Obſtinaey and Impe- 


nitence; ſuch (like the. Focliſh nden ber 
in an ill Poſture to meet the Bridegroom; for 
ſhould he come and, find them thus unprepared, 
ed ſhall; in Spite of all-their-moſt preſſing Im- 


por- 


The happy State af tbe Niſe Vix cis. 77 
ities, be excluded as unfit to celebrate his 
pi Nuptuals, and be repulſed by him 
with an eu d d Ke you "not, ſhall be 
| difcvrncd drid-ijettad: fot everir yoo fn 
In the Words thus explained, there are ec 
ene Things to be donſide rede 
Hi, That none ſhall enter into a State of 
Happineſs, but ſuch as are duly qualified and 
prepated fur it! n noh ot eit nt 
Secondly, What Preparation 18 8 in or- 
der to our Admittance into that State-· 

The \firft: Thing that offers itſelf to ade 
Saen 1s, that none ſhall enter into a State bf 
Happineſs, but ſuch: as „ 
prepared for it. 5 ö gel Ne 

Now, to — Sauk sees plain 
and familiar to our Capacities, and to ſlew the 
manifeſt Unworthineſs of thoſe who forfeit this 
Happineſs: by their wilful Ingratitude and Dis- 
obedience, our Saviour hath, in the former Part 
of this nnn ! aptly alluded! it to a 
Marriage. — th i bas 

Marriages, you! — are uſually celebrated 
with Pomp and Magnificence; and 1 that are 
invited, are to add as much to the Solemnity as 
— v4 a ſuitable Appearance and Deport- 

ent upon ſuch, Occaſions: If they do not; 
— when ſuch as enter into this State are 
Perſons of Rank and Diſtinction, tis looked 
upon a8 a Mark of Diſreſpect; ſo great, that in 
Scripture tis repreſented as highly puniſhable, 
as y may read in the Parable of the Marriage 
of the King s Son; where you wWillo find what-a 
ſevere dentence was paſſed upon him who pre- 
| ſumed 


fumed to appear without 4 Late 
— leſs than to he caſt — — — 

re is weeping and gnaſfling of Teetn. 

And though this de but à Parable, and fo 
we dan haue no Aſſurance of the Truth of the 
Relation as to Matter of Fact, yet tis very 
5 appoſite to our Purpoſe: Nor — 

any better Fate unleſs: we endeavour — 
more ſuitable Preparation againſt ihis ſolemn 


' Aa 


Meeting of our Bridegroom. | 
For, if he were ſo ſeverely condemned, who 

without a W ent at the 
Marriage of tae King's Son, hour ought 


we to prepare ourſelves, who muſt of us 
attend at the Marriage of the Son of che King 
of Kings, of the Great Creator and Governor 
of all Things; both in Heaven and Earth, to 
whom all the Powers in both do pay their 
ſuitable Homage and — 5 — on whom 
an innumerable Company of igheſt Order 
of Angels are to attend — n 
Beſides, he that in the Parable was d, 
or repreſented to be ſo, for his pt 
no more chan a common Gueſt. But with us 
the Caſe is otherwiſe t For in theſe hea- 
venly N $CHyR1sT/4s married to his Spouſe, 
the Church, whereof every individual Member, 
ite. every faithful Part of it, hath 4 Share in 
his Ef s, and is owned and looked as 
his Bride. Can we then be too exact curi- 
ous in docking ourſelves with ſuch — 
he requires, and Wan eee — 
dne kim); | 
r ow nod ode a 8 5 -Dia 
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Didithe gon ugland co-cternal | | 
with the Father, fo ſar debaſe hithiſelf, as to | 
coins down from hie heavenly” Habitation to 


this Vale of Miſbopiand I ald ſuffer 
ſuch bitter T for our Sake c reſcue us 
from the fad and deplorable Condition we Were 


reduced to, and ndace ws to this Honour and 
Dignity, and ſtiicb Unlon Wich himſelf ?. Did 
12 for the Confirmriation of our Faith, and to 
ord and cœnſcht us in Mie Abſende, 8 
urance, a little Defore his ence; 
that itt / his Fethier s Houſe are malt Manſions, 
whither he was goung to prepare for us, 
and-. iſe to come again,” and receive us to 
himſelf with the tendereſt and moſt affectionate 
Embraces; that where he is, there we may be 
alſo, and abide with him for ever in a State of 
the moſt Happineſt An Inſtance this 
of! ſuch ative Love — — As 
would deve ub whallhnvithoutExvale, ſhould we 
be ſo far wanting tw our on Intereſt, and make 
ſuch ungrateful Returns t his Love, as not to 
ſuffer t to prevail upon us for our Good, after 
fach an unqueſtio ſuch a conſummate Ex- 
perience of it. If we do not, inſtead of ac- 
g him to thoſe happy Manſions, we 
can expect no other can to be deſtrvedly thruſt 


down to the ee e 


Miſery. are 985 
But, Secondly; That las dut the ſt 
ſhall enter into a State of Ha in Hea- 
veingιν,,plam and evident from the 
turtof Things: Becauſe ſuch is the Hap 2, 
hat Place, har 1 8 — Wicked -- 
nada” ſhould - 
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very Na- 
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| . have any true Enjoyment thercof, were 
ing en- admitted into it. dz: 111 Aaiv 
ven; would be no Heaven to us, unleſs 
2 were filled with ſuchi devout and hea- 
wendy. Diſpoſitions.as are mchte to the Purity 
State go bas bs! ach nent 
ob e grois atd. carpal, A ppetites and Affect- 
ions, which we have for the Pleaſures and In- 
tereſts of this Life, Wouldchave but a very dull 
inſipid Taſte aud Reliſh of the Joys and Plea- 
ſures that. arę at Gop s:Right Hand. mch, 
„Jo illuſtrate this by an Inſtance. We will 
ſuppoſ e a Company of devout and pious Souls 
were met together, to offen up their Sacrifice of 
Prayer and Praiſes to Gon, joining in perfect 
Harmony of. Devotion, and mrapt up in all the 
Pleaſures, and e of it; and. that there 
ſhould come in a” poor, debauched, atheiſtical 
Wretch, * Heart 1 is intirely devoted to his 
Luſts and Senſualities; what Taſte, think ye, 
or Reliſh could he have of theſe divine And 
ſpiritual, Exerciſes of Religion 
He. who Was but juſt before — 
mongſt his led Comps 2 — ani=a 
may ſuppoſe, not very fit for ſuch religious 
Employments ; nor is — 44 Jot more ſo now. 
For tis not the Change of his Company will 
work. any Change in his Heart. That's grown 
too hardned and inveterate to be ſo far influ- 
oo by their Bauten aato be ſtirred up to a 
devout and Imitation of them. 
Nay, cu — outwardly, join with them in 
Prayer 55 he would but offer the Sacrifice» ofa 
Fool. a meer formal Devotion; withbut an 


dicod! manner 


| 95 


0 
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manner of Life qr 95 Spirit in it. For tho he ſeem 
to draw near to Gop with his Lips, his Mind | 
and Heart are wholly alienated from him, taken 
up with Things 0 a quite contrary Nature to 
what all the reſt are moſt ſeriouſly intent upon. 
Whilſt they are lifting up their” Souls-to Heaven 
on the Wings of the moſt ardent Love, his Af- 
fections are faſt glued to the Earth, holy! n= 
mers d in the Cares, the Pleaſures and Intereſts 
of this inferiour World, and conſequently) un- 
capable of being racy to Sing and celeſtial 
Objects. Tue, 

This Alluſion I choose he alter 1 — — 
becauſe I am apt to think' there, is nothing u 
Earth ſo much "reſembles the bleſſed State and 
Condition of the 'Saints above as ohr religious | 
Aſſemblies, eſpecially when ſuch as join in them 
are ated with the true Spirit of DeVinibet: And 
if the Wicked are uncapable of joining with 
ſuch, whilſt they are in the Body, and ſuhject 
to the fame Infirmities with them; how unfit 
would they be for the Society of An els, and 
the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, whole Per- 
fection infinitely tranſeends that of the devouteſt 
Chriſtian upon Earth under its greateſt and moſt 
elevated Improvements. ' - © 
No, this cannot poſſibly: be, till a Wangen 
Cannes ſhall be wrought in us, till our Nature 
ſhall refined and ſpiritualized, freed- as' 'well 
from the Guilt as Corruption of it. Then, and 
not till then, ſhall we be accounted meet to be 
Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints, of 


everlaſting Joy and Happineſs in the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 


G | But 


— 
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But this naturally leads me to the ſecond 
Thing to be confidered, vi. II bat Preparation 


16 neceſſary in order to our Aut ance into thet 


State. 

From wha hath beep. already 1 it . 

pos. that. What unqualifies us for a State of 
Jappineſs is Sin; and conſequently the only 


— to to gain. 'Admittance into that State, is to 


elves as free as poſſibly we can from 


e Gail and- Pollution of Sin, to be ſo far from 
indulging to it, as to lonth and deteſt it as our 
greateſt Enemy, derogating from the Excellence 


and Perfection of our Nature, and deſiruehive 


of our cyerlaſting Intereſt; +; 

And this Inference is very natural. For if a 
Man be in Purſuit of any Thing that i is valuable, 
and he meet with any Impediment in the Way, 
what hath he to do, but to. endeavour to remove 
that. Impediment, which obſtructs and hinders 
him in the Purſuance of that Thing 

4 ſo muſt it be here, unleſs we take care 
to free ourſelves from the Clogs and Incum- 
brances of Sin, twill prove ſuch a mighty Lett 
and Impediment to us in our Chriſtian Race, as 

to hinder us from ever obtaining the Prize; 


Np, 'twill ſhut Heaven's Gate againſt us, where- 


it is ſaid, No 1 Thing can enter, nor 

a; Thi! that defile 
* 1915 yet e appear, if we r 

— the Nature of the Happineſs of that Place; 
which though it be beyond al Deſcription, and 
we cannot have a true and adequate Notion of 


it, till we actual come thither, yet have we 


ſuch 
& Rev, 27. 
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ſuch plain Intimations of it from Scripture as Ace 
int us in ſome Meafure what i tr, 
Thus St. Joan, -* Beloved,” faith he, Now 
are die the Sons of Gov,” and it doth nat yet 
what we ſhall be : But we Fnow, that 
when be ſhall 17 —9 woe Rall be like A jor 
we ſhall ſee him as he is. 
Flere you ſee wherein” this Happineſs, doth 
chiefly conſiſt, v/z. in the Viſion of Gop, a 
Being of e Qual Purity and Perfection; and, as 
a Teeny alifcation of our ſeeing him, we 
are to be made like him, to be conformed to 
the Nature and Will of Gop, without which 
we can never expect to have any true Enjoyment 
of him. And therefore, as it follows in the 
next Verſe, Every Man that, hath this Hope in 
him purifieth himſelf, even as he is pure. 
We muſt, —— to St. PeTek's Ad- 
vice, * Bebave as obedient Children, not faſhion- 
ing ourſelves according to the former Luſts, in our 
Ignorance: But as he which hath called us is holy, 
fo muſt we be holy in all manner of Converſation. _ 
Holineſs is the neceſſary and indiſpenſable 
Condition of our Happineſs. Without Holineſs, 
faith the Author. to the HeBRews ', zo Man 
ſhall ſee the Lokp. 
e, who is of purer Eyes than to behold In- 
they will never admit ſuch as are ſtained with . 
Guilt thereof, into his Preſence ; but will for 
ev baniſh them out of his Sight, as odious and 
offenſive to him. 
"Twas for Sin he thruſt Adam out of pl 
ai iſe; to whom, had he continued in his original 
; G 2 41218 ͤ4K4 «. Itate 


11 Bp. . 2. & 1 Ep. i. 14, 15. J Chap. fi. 12, 14. 


| Variety 


84 Vigilance Rewarded ; Or, 


State of Innocence. and Perfection, there had 
been nothing wanting to pee and com- 
pleat his Happineſs. 

For when Gop had finiſhed the Greral Works 
of the Creation, he pronounced all Things 
good, as they came out of his Hands. But 
eſpecially Man, upon whom he ſtampt the Im- 
preſs of his own Image and "5a he de- 
ſign d ſhould be the Object of his peculiar Fa- 
88 not only giving him the Lordſhip and 

Dominion _ over. the reſt of his Creatures, but 
alſo promiſing, after a Life ſpent here in the 
full and peaceable Enjoyment of the greateſt 

FP leaſures, to tranſlate him without 
dying N his preſent happy. Condition to an 
infinitely Better in another World. 

But no ſooner had he prevaricated from his 


Obedience to his Maker in taſting - of the for- 


bidden Fruit, but the Scene was changed. Gop, 
immediately diveſts him of all his Privileges, 
drives him out from that Place of Pleaſures, to 
till the Ground out of which he was taken, and 
e upon him the Sentence of Morta- 
ity, as the deſerved Recompence of his Diſobe- 
dience and Ingratitude. 

And though, out of his infinite and W 
Goodneſs, he deviſed a Means for his Baniſhed 
to return, in ſending his beloved and only begot- 
ten Son to reſcue him from that Deſtruction, to 
which he had expoſed both himſelf and his Po- 
ſterity, and reinſtate us in a . of eternal 
Life and Happineſs; yet this is ſtill upon the 


Terms and Condition of our Obedience, 777 our 
ſtriet Obſervance of . ys __— undefiled ng 
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and our conſtant and aſſiduous Exerciſe of thoſe 
Laws which are preſcribed to us under the New 
Covenant of the Goſpel. Is this that,” as 
dne faith, muſt "enlighten and enlarge the 
Mind, and reſtore it from the Degeneracy of 
« its lapſed Eftate; renewing upon us the Image 
« of our Maker, and adorning us with thoſe 
« Beauties of Holineſs which belong to the hid- 
aden Mai vb BeEE e. 
For tis the Work of 9 to root out the 
Corruption and Depravity of our Nature which 
have defaced this Image, and reſtore us to as 
great a Os of Purity and Holineſs as we are 
capable of in this Life. To which End the 
Laws of Chriſtanity are moſt excellently ſubſer- 
vient, being ſo refined and improved above the 
Laws, either of Natural, or the Jew:/h Religion, 
that the obliging Force of them extends as well 
to the moſt- ſecret and retired Acts of the Soul, 
as the outward and viſible Operations of the 
Body. They will not allow us to indulge to, - 
no, nor ſo much as entertain any one ſinful Luſt 
or Deſire in our Heart; but engage us to baniſh 

thence whatever. would defile $8, pollute it, to 
curb and regulate all our naturally evil Propen- 
ſions, and bring into Captivity every Thought to 
the Obedience of Cur1sT. e 
So that if we would but give up ourſelves to a 
ſtrict Conformity to the Laws of this our moſt 
holy Religion, twould work ſuch a thorough 
Change and Reformation in us, as would in a 
| Meaſure reſtore the Image which we had 

oft, by ſanctifying all the Powers of our Souls, 
* Biſhop V7lkins's Principles of Natural Religion, ch. 7. 2. 373. 
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and raiſe us from a State of 1 

do meg to ſuch a_Reſemblance of the Purity of 
he divine Nature, as would qualify us for his 
kind Acceptance here, Ap e ul Enjoy- 
ment of him hereafter, | 

And to bring us to this, 512. A rate of Ho- 
lineſs and 1 9 9 our bleſſed Saviour hath 
not only furniſned us with the moſt excellent 
Laws, but likewiſe endeavoured to enforce them 
upon our Practice by the Influence of his own 
xample: An Example of the moſt ſpotleſs un- 


| blemil h'd Life, adorn'd with all the. Beauties of 


Holineſs which may ſtir us up to an Emulation 
of his exemplary Purity and Perfectioen. 
And though it be impoſſible for us to come up 
to a Pattern of ſuch ſtrict Piety and Virtue as he 
hath ſet us, yet we muſt ſtrive. to imitate it as 
near as we can. He, who hath left us an Ex- 
ample that we ſhould follow. his Steps, at the 
ſame Time very well knew that we could never 


arrive 0 ſuch divine Perfection as he did. He 
hath a lively Senſe and Fellow-feeling of our In- 


firmities, and therefore makes ſuitable Allow- 
ances for ſuch Failures and Defects in Duty as 
Troceed from the unavoidable Weakneſſes — 

pro tbecillities of our Nature, and graciouſly. ac- 


cepts of our ſincere, though imperfect, Obe- 


dience. 
If we do but ae er to perform the Will 
of our heavenly Maſter to the utmoſt of our 


Power (and certainly tis in every Man's Power 


to do this) 'tis as much as he requires. He 
exacts of no Man more than he is able to per- 
form; but proportionates the Meaſure of our 


O 
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Obedience to the Meaſure of our Abilities; 
where he hatlr given but little, if we take ra | 
to improve that little to the beſt Advantage, it 
ſhall not fail of its Reward. 
This will plainly appear on the enſuing Pa- 
rable, where we read, that he who was intruſted 
with two Talents, and by his Cute and ag ; 
had gained other two beſides them, was as muc 
entitked to a Reward as he that had made a ro- 
portionable Improvement of the five, Talents 
And whereas he that had received but 55 | 
Talent, fell ſhort of it, Why was this? Not be- 
cauſe he had received but little,” but becauſe 1 
had made no Improvement of that little which 
he had received; and for this Reaſon, when * 
other two were rewarded for their Fidelity, he e 
was doomed and ſentenced to a Curſe. 
Now whether it be the Defign' of our Savi- 
our in this Parable to repreſent 1 us by the on 
Talent, the State of the Heathens, who walked 
by the meer Light of Nature, and by the two 
Talents, that of the Jews, Who had the Trath 
revealed to them by imperfe&t Dawnings and 
Diſcoveries under the Law, and by the five La- 
Tents, that of Chriſtians, who live under 
clearer ' Light and Revelation of the Go pel; or 
whether it be to repreſent to us the ſeveral De- 
— and Capacities of Chriſtians, tis plain that 
e lays no ſeyere or rigorous Injunctions upon 
4 Man. 
He is the Traveller there. ſpoken of, that i is 
fac into a far Country, vi, to Heaven, and 
ath appointed to each of us our Taſk, and w 
have. no room to complain of the Difficulty 1 


G 4 
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it, in Foy he requires. no, more of us. tha, in 
Proportion to the, ſeveral Advantages and Opn 
portunities he hath given us. 

If there be any that have not arrived to 4 
competent Knowledge of his Will (which is 


the Caſe, not only 7 the Heathens, but ſome- 


times even of the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, who 


for want of a regular Education, .and being well 


cted in the Faith, cannot haye ſo clear, 
e ate a Notion of their Duty, nor be 9 5 5 


nicely to diſtinguiſh between _ exact Limits of 


Virtue and Vice; but that they many Times, 
through Ignorance, incur the Guilt, of 4 Tran. 


Steffen) he. W connives at their Mit- 
_ Carriages. 


But though the Tenorance of ſuch 1 — be 
an n of their Guilt, yet this will be 
no, ſufficient. Plea, for all Kinds 2 > Ignorance. 

> know there are man ny who. are apt to plead 
Is norance for an Excuſe, and to ſay, that, as 
or know. no better, Gop will not require ſo 


2275 of them. When at the ſame Time, if 


ey are ignorant, they are relupterily ſo, through 


their own wilful Neglect. 


Such are thoſe, ſeldom or never take A 


Bible! in their Hands, or come to Church, to be 


inſtructed in their Duty. If you aſk. them the 
Reaſon, they will tell you, they are ſo taken up 
with the Cres of the World, and the Manage- 
ment of their ſecular Concerns, in making ne- 
ceſſary Proviſion for themſelves and F amilies, 
at they have not Time. 
But hark ye; Is the Buſineſs of your ſecular 


Callings to interfere with the neceſſary Duties of 


Religion! E 
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Rebigion? Hath, not Gon, Who is Truth itſelf, 
and cannot lie, given vou Aſſurance in his 
Word, that, if you, will, but ſeek the King 
dom H Go and bis Righteouſneſs, all tbeſe 
Things ball be added unto, you?-- Ber not 
over ſolicitous about theſe Things „ You have 
a. much more - weighty. and important Buſineſs 
upon your Hands, the Care and Welfare of 
your precious and immortal Souls, and the 
ſecuring their eternal Happineſs and Salvation. 
This is the Work which your Loxp hath 
ſet: you to do, and woe be to you, if you do 
it not. When ihe comes to reckon with 
you „ he ill; give no Heed to ſuch vain 
and frivolous Excuſes, but will immediately 
conſign you over to the Deo * the Aal | 
and unprofitable Seryant. 
For none of you can be ſo, igorunt — 
you muſt know that there is Work to be 
done, that there. are certain Terms and Con- 
ditions of Obedience to be. fulfilled, which 
though they are not difficult, through the 
Hep and Aſſiſtance. of God's; Grace, to ſuch 
as .let about them with an hearty Zeal and 
Reſolution, yet are they enough to take up and 
employ. all your Time and your Powers, 1 
you would be ar as ood Proficients in 
Chriſtianity, and b . of your Voca- 
tion.. 
* Fax. Chriſtianity. ; is an 1 active induſtrious Call- 
ing, that will not admit of Idleneſs and Se- 
curity in any of its: Profeſſors. Tis in Scrip- 
ture called a Race and a Warfare, Terms that 
m— a great deal of Striving and Diligence: 
And 


Andi ſhall we find it In Gur Chiiſtian War- 


Conquerors, and ſo run 48 0 obtain. 


For we have a great many Enemies to en- 


counter with, a _ to be ſub- 
dued and ends 1 ind 27 and a Graces 
and Virtues (Talents Hie 09 > ha given 
us) to bo improved, or ever we can arrive t6 
ſuch a Degree and Perfection of Holineſs, as 


| = qualify us for Heirs of his celeſtial King- 


Let os but look to our great Exein plar, 
and ſee the Painfulneſs and Severity " his 


Life, what a ſtri& Obedience he peu to the 


Will of his Father, as well active, ve, 
in what he did, as what he ſucered us, 

before he could reconcilè him to ſinful Man, 

and reltors 1. to a State ef "Happineſs and 

Salvation. 5 

— Such was nis Faſting forty Days Wgelber, 


When he was under the Solicitations of the 


Tempter in the Wilderneſs; his ſp N. 
whole Nights in Watching and Pra 
the Fatigues he underwent in going about 


from Place to Place for the Good and Wel- 
fare of Mankind, not only in reſpect of their 


Bodies, but their Souls; not only in healing 
the Diſeaſes and Infirmities of the Firſt, but 


alſo in curing the natural Blindneſs and Te- 


norance of the Latter, making Men thoroughly 


apprehenſive of the Guilt and Danger of Sin, 


and bringing them to a lively Senſe of their 
Dx. 


Since 


fare and Race, if we fo" fight as to become 


— 
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Since therefore; he hath done ſo much for 
us, certainly there's. all. ihe: Reaſon in the 
World _ tis what he 1 Fo 
quires, of us) that we. ſhould do ſomething 

ourſelves. And, whatever ſome — e 
may think, who Cen too confidently. to rel 
upon their Savigur's Merits, without any En- 
deayours of their own, they will find them 
ſelves under a very. grieyous,, Miſtake. For 
though the Nas Cnxis r in what he 
hath, done and e for us. be 
dantly ſufficient to pure our Eternal 'Hap- 
pinch and Salvation, yet there is no other 
ay to render them effectual; to. ourſelves 
by our on perſonal Obedience „ hy 
uling our molt. hearty and ſedulous Endea- 
vours to copy aftei his Example in imitating 
his, Abſtinence, , his ae his — 
tion, his Charity, and all other divine Graceg 
and Virtues that were eminent and a 
cuous in him. 
| "This. is the only. Way to approve 8388 
td him at his ſecond Coming, ben he 
ſhall perceive us going forward. in an unin- 
terrupted Series of good Works, and con: 
ſtantly and habitually employing ourſelves in 
the Practice of. all Chriſtian Duties. Happy 
is that Servant, whom his * Wb 'he 
cometh, | ſhall find 1o doing. | 
But (with Shame and Confuſion, be it +38 
ken) we. ſee. the, .Generality, of Chriſtians, - 


ſuch as profeſs ee ſo, fall ve ſh rt 
of this Perfection, 2 3 


0 7 


Our 
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Our bleſſed Loxp {as J before obſerved to 
Fou) 'faſted forty Days, to teach us the Du- 
ties of Mortification and Self-denial. But we 
chooſe rather to ſpend our Days in the con- 
Vices of Luxury and Intemperance, and 
indulging ourſelves in all Kinds of Senſuality 
and Uncleanneſs. He Pent whole Nights in 
Watching and Prayer. We in Riot and Ex- 
ceſs; and we, when we ſhould be calling upon 
the Name of Gop with Reverence in our 
Devotions, are profanin g it with horrid Oaths 
and Execrations. He made it his Buſineſs to 
do good both to the Bodies and Souls of 
Men. But (Gop knows) we do but little to 
either, not ſo much for want of Opportunity, 
as Will; for whatever are our Capacities, or 
what” State and Condition ſoever we are in, 
we might make ourſelyes uſeful and profit- 
able, if we would, in ſome . or other, 
to. Our FelowiChriſtians: 2” 

If we are ſuperior to others in Wiſdom, 
we may be afliſtant to them by our whol- 
ſome Advice and Counſel; If in Riches, by 
our Bounty and Liberality; And if in Power, 

the due and regular Execution of our 
- Kuthority;" in the fup 5 of all Manner 
of Wickedneſs and and the Mainte- 
nance of Gop's true Relig ion and Virtue, 

For certainly theſe are 4 many Talents put 
into our Hands, and which we muſt be ac- 
countable for at the Day of Judgment. And 
ſuch as are entruſted with them, would do 
well to nne „„ 


m_ But, 
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But, alas! How: many: are there to whom 
Gop hath | given —— Riches, yl” 

et inſtead of utting them to pious 
charitable Uſes, Bey make them only ſubſer- 
vient to their Luſt, Ambition, and ho when 
How many are there in Power, '\who w 
they ſhould make Sin and Wickedneſs the 
Objects of their juſt Reſentment, do rather 
patronize and encourage it by their too | 
Indulgences, and the corrupt Influence: of their 
own Examples? How many are there, that, 
whilſt they are eminent for their Parts and 
Learning, and might be Inſtruments of 2 
great deal of Good in the World, do yet 
apply theſe Talents to a quite contrary Pur- 
poſe, and inſtead of exerciſing them in their 
Maſter's Buſineſs, in promoting the Cauſe and 
Intereſt of Religion, are endeavouring, by their 
Wit and Sophiſtry, to check the Progreſs of 
. 5 and ſcoffing at and e e- 

very Thing that is ſacred? 

Theſe Men (eſpeciall the Latter) we e in 
my Opinion in a moſt ſad and —— | 
Condition; and I need not tell you where 
they are to expect their Wages, who are ſo 
forward to do the Devil's Work, and pro- 
mote the Intereſt of his Kingdom, by draw- 
ing oyer as many Proſelytes as they! can to 
Vice and Irreligion. 

And however they may be fluſbed wich 2 
vain Conceit of themſelves, for their extra- 
ordinary Wit, Induſtry, and Succeſs, yet 1 
muſt take the Liberty to tell them, 'that ſuch 
Induſtry as this, is the: worlt. of Idleneſs, and: 


*/ their 


Care to live up 


their Witlom is hut Fooliſhneſs with 'Gop. 


They ſhall; be taken by him in their own 


Craftineſs: And the e of the Froward 
thall be carried headlong. | 

Happy, infinitely happier hl it be with 

them, be- they never ſo ignorant, that take 

_— to — little which 

they know, — with theſe profligate Wits of 

our Age; who having ae beds fuch « De 


— and Perfection of Underſtanding, 


of this groſs and ſcandalous Abuſe "of 
it. And although they may look upon theſe 
honeft (though illiterate) Perſons as no better 


than Fools and contemptible; yet all that 


judge rightly, will conclude from the Regu- 


larity of their Practice, that they are under 
the Guidance of a much ſuperior Wiſdom, 
influenced by the Holy Spirit of Gop, which 
is certainly the moſt | infallible Rule for our 
Conduct, and that they act like Men chat are 
wiſe unto Salvation. 

How can they be any longer ee! ig- 


norant (though never ſo deſtitute of human 


Learning) when they have the Light and 
Directions of the Holy Spirit for their Guide, 
which will lead them into all Truth, and for 
their good Uſe of their one Talent, and Im- 
proyement of the firſt Degrees of Grace, will 
— it to them in ſtill greater Meaſures 
n Such ſhall grow in Grace, 

3 the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it) ſhall go from 
Strength to Strength, from one Degree of 
Grace and Holineſs to another, till ar- 
rive to as great Perfection as they can % 


ai. 


— 
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Attain to in this Life; gave their Hearts 


5, eftabliſhed. in Goodneſs, and are 2 
furniſhed and prapured to every good Wark. 
And, oh! How. happy ſhould, we be, were 
we; come up to this Perfection of Grace, 
whereby we ſhould be made plentiful Par- 
takers of the divine Nature, and enter into 
the ſtricteſt Union and Fellowſhip with Gop! 
Every Degree of Grace would be a ſtill nearer 
Approach to him, and conform us more and 

more to his Likeneſs. Nay, twould give us 
2 Fotetaſte and Anticipation of our future 
Happineſs. in Heaven by a Kind of Viſion of 
Gop, when by the contemplative Powers of 
our Souls we ſhould take a, View as it were 
of his divine Excellencies and Perfections.. 
And though we can now ſee. but through a 
Glaſs darkly with the Eye of Faith; yet by 
this diſtant and imperfect View of him we 
ſhould diſcover ſo much of his incomparable 
Beauty as would inflame our Hearts with the 
greateſt Ardour of Love, the greateſt Deſire 
of enjoying him, ſuch a Deſire as would in- 
fluence us with the moſt conſtant and ſteady 
Reſolutions of Obedience; und neither Death, 
nor Lie, nor Angels, nor, Principalities, nor 
Powers, nor Things, preſent, nor Things u 
came, nor Height, or Depth, nor any ,other- 
Creature, be it never ſo dear to us, ſhould 
be. able to ſeparate. 8 fron Nt: Lone or, and 
in r with =_ 
And when RE Gr WH 
whey hy can look, down with a generous 
Contempt 


e St. Matgh, xv. 19. 


* 
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Contempt upon the World, upon all its Pleas 
fures and Intereſts, and ſuffer neither its 
Temptations to allure, nor its Terrors to af- 

ht, nor any Difficulties we meet with to 

courage us from our Duty: When by the 
bleſſed Influence of divine Grace we are-ex- 
alted to ſuch a Degree of” Purity and hea- 
venly Mindedneſs as to wean our Affections 
from all ſublunary Enjoyments: When in the 
Courſe of our Pilgrimage here upon Earth 

we have ſtill an Eye to a better Country, 
Roe our Conveffation in Heaven, and can 


raiſe our Thoughts and Deſires to inviſible 


and intellectual Objects: When our Souls are 
filled with Longings to take up their Reſi- 
dence in the City of the Living Gop, the 
heavenly Jeruſalem, among the general Aſ- 
ſembly and Church of the Firſt-born, and the' 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect Then ſhall 
we © be 'ready with Chearfulneſs to obey his' 
Summons, whenever he ſhall call upon us, 
being duly qualified to ſee him as he is, and 


be raviſhed with the Choy of the Beatific 


Yan. 
To draw to a Coneluſon 1 this Subject. 


From what hath been faid in the former 


Part of this Diſcourſe, wherein I undettook 


to ſhew you what. Preparation is requiſite to 
qualify us for a State of Happineſs, you may 
obſerve” that; although . God inſiſt upon our 


| hearty and fincere Endeavours of Obedience, 


as the neteflary an and indiſpenſable * Condition 


oF ing it, 282 he doth not inſiſt üpom 


having 


— » 
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havin this Obedience ſo com 22 and per- 
fey fulfilled oe us, as to have no Defect 
in it. | 
| Tis true, we are en WE ? in pen Places 
of Scripture to be perfect, as St. Mart. v. 48, 
2 Cor. xiii. 11. but yet this Perfection of Obe- 
dience can be no otherwiſe meant tlian in 
Reſpect of our Intention and Endeavour. Gop 
doth not expect of us that we ſhould live 
the Life of Angels, or come up to a pure an- 
2 Perfection, as long as we are in this mi- 
erably imperfect State. The moſt u pright 
Man upon Earth, were he to be weights in 
the Ballance of the Sanctuary, would be found 
wanting. There is no ſuch Thing as Perfection 
on this Side Heaven; but there's ſtill ſo much 
of the Remains of natural Corruption in the 
beſt of Chriſtians, as ſometimes inſtigates them 
to the Commiſſion of Sin, which yet, as it is 
not wilfully indulged to, will never fo far riſe 
up in Judgment againſt them, as to Exclude 
them from thoſe ha py Manſions. * rr 
And therefore, the are to be looked upon as 
ſevere and uncharitable Judges, who when any 
one is overtaken in a Fault, are ready to de- 
nounce Anathemas againſt him, and to repre- 
ſent his Sin as unpardonable, and what will 
never be for ＋ quite contrary to the whole 
Tenour of the Goſpel, which promiſeth For- 
giveneſs to all uw their I r t and 
Contrition. EE | 

Others there ate” who Gn with as little 
Truth as Charity to aſſert, that if a Man die 
in 15 unrepented Sin, he is damned for ever. 
* II This 
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This (1 proteſt). is givi Chriſtians a 


| uncomfortable Proſpect. former. of t 
leave the Sinner no Room "= The: Toons, The 


latter as. confidently affirm, . that his Sin will 
certainly damn bien. without Repentance, .- Jo 
But 1 would fain have theſe rigid Perfectiſts, 


K L may ſo call them, a little len them- 


ſelves, and let. us r in what Latitude the 
Senſe of this Expreſſion is to be taken, . J 
If by Sin they 5 mean an obſtinate habitunl In- 


| dulgence to Sin, ſo far I agree with them. But 


ſuppoſe a Man ſhould through Weakneſs, Inad- 
l or the ſudden Surprize of a Tempta- 


tion be drawn into the Commiſſion of Sig, 


which yet upon a cool and deliberate Reflec- 
tion he would be. ſo far from indulging to, 
that he on the contrary would abandon it with 
Deteſtation and Abhorrence: I ſay, ſuppoſe 
ſuch a one ſhould be ſuddenly cut off in that 
very Act of ſinning, before hie hath had Time 
and Opportunity to repent of it; can id one, 


without Breach of Charity, imagine, that Gop 


would confign him over to a State of endleſs 
Torment and Miſery for this one ſingle Act of 


| Diſobedience, thoug h the conſtant: 'Tenour of 


his Life and adden have been good, and re 


eee, , IRE th 
Hard Sentenee upon poor Man naturally ſub⸗ 


ject to innumerable Frailties and Infirmities, 


and ſurrounded with Temptations on every 
Side! This to me ſeems to be ſtripping Gop of 
the moſt prevailing Attribute his Goodneſs the 
Source of Man's Redemption; and ſetting too 
light by the infinite Merits of a crucified Savi- 

our, 


a> 


SY WJ . 
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dur, t6 think chat after All he hath done Af! 
ſuffered for us, the cruel” Tortures and Agon | 
he endured, to reſcue us from Per- 
dition, G5 mould bereave him of the all 5 
6f his Soul for every inyoluntary 

Failure, when he hath paid fach a Ranſom for 


Our Duran: 


If this be the Cat, 1 know not ho the veſt 
of Chriſtians. can be ſecure. © If thou, Lord, 
ſhouldſt be extreme to mark what we have 
done amiſs, who may abide the Severity of 
thy Juſtice? Who can ay, I have made my 
Heart clean, I am pure from my Sin? 

And yet this and fuch like Totes which 

have very much ſtaggered the Paith, and 
wounded the tender Conſciences of ſome weak 
and melancholy Chriftians, have been advanced 
by a Sort of preciſe formal Teachers, who for 
their extraordmary Shew of Sanctity were once 
called by the Name of Puritans, that reckon 
themfelves of the Number of Gop's Ek& and 
fanctified Ones, excellent Saints in their 'owh 
Opinion, without Spot or Blemiſh. _ 
Now how free they are from thoſe I hall 
not take upon me to determine, but ſhafl 
leave that to the Determination of Gop's im- 
partial Judicature, when every Man fhall be 
tried what he is, whether he hath walked ih 
bare Pretence, or in Truth, oſtentatiouſiy, or 
upright] before hin. 

And fo like wiſe are they on the other Hand, 
in a very dangerons Error, who neglectin 
renew and fanctify their Nature ay a Lib of of 


Holineſs and Religion, depend upon any After- 


H 2 Purgations 
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Pagans of the Soul, or upon any Thing: to 
be done for it, when by Death "ws ſeparated 
from the Body. 

For this Life is che only Time chat is al- 
lotted) us to finiſh the great and neceſſary 
Work of our Salvation; and ſhould we let ſlip 
the © ger Opportunity, we ſhall never have 
another .of executing Will, O Gop, or fi- 
niſhing the Work an aſt appointed us to do. 
For the Grave cannot praiſe thee, Death cannot 
celebrate thee; they that go down into the Pit 
cannot hope for thy Truth. _ 

And how ſoon this may be the Caſe of any 
- us here preſent, to be confined to the dark 
Cells of the Grave, Gop only knows. Some of 
us have no Reaſon to expect from the Courſe of 
Nature that it will be long. Nor can the, moſt 
youthful and vigorous of us all promiſe himſelf 


one Moment's Continuance in this Life. 


To convince. you of this, what can J fay 
more than what you yourſelves may learn from 
their own Obſervation and Experience ? You ſee 
how Death ravages through all Orders and De- 
grees of Men, from the Higheſt to the Loweſt, 
as well Young as Old, Rich as Poor, the Great 
and Honourable as thoſe that are in Subjection, 
the Wiſe as well as the Fooliſh and Ignorant, 
without any Difference or Partiality, 


2 hes realen | 
Sortitur inſignes et imos: 
Omne capax movet urna nomen. 


Hor, Lib. 3. Ode 1 I. 
And 
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And ſhould it be our Lot to be axreſted by 
the cold Hands of Death, or ever we have“ 
made any Preparation for it; ſhould we like 
the fooliſh Virgins, be ſurpriſed at the unex- 
pected Coming of the Bridegroom, when our 
Oil is ſpent, and our Lamps are gone out;! 
Good Gop! what a e and n ſhould 
we be in? 12 2 04 

We read chat, en at itn Giving: of the 
Law upon Mount Sinai Gos appeared to Mo- 


fes, though it were in Love, it caſt the holy 


Prophet (notwithſtindirig: he Was as well pre- 
for ſuch a Viſion às any Man, as to 
is Purity and Innocence) into a very” great 


Fright and Conſternation 


„How chen ſhall we be able to endure : the 
dreadful Pomp of that tremendous: Day, hen 
he ſhall come in Fury againſt his Adverſaries 
for their Contempt and Violation of hi Laws? 
When (as if all Nature ſympathized for the 
Miſeries of Man) the very--Earth ſhall quake, 
and the Heavens ſhall tremble; the Sun and 
the Moon ſhall be dark, and the Stats ſhall 
withdraw their ſhining : And the Lonp ſhall 
cauſe his glorious Voice to be heard, and ſhall 
ſhew the lighting down of his Arm, with the 
Indignation 07 his Anger, and with the Flame 
of a devouring: Fire; a Fire not to refine or pu- 
rify, but utterly confume all: Things that offend. 
Attended with Myriads of Angels he ſhall 
come in the moſt terrible Majeſty ; and through 
the Alarm that ſhall be given by the Sound of 
a Trumpet, the ſleeping Atoms ſhall be a- 
wakened out of the Duſt, and all the World 
H 3 ſum- 


rot, but Co 
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ſummoned to appear; 3 the ju Re- 
r of their Actions. 
WMbereſore, ſince we lock ons fuch Thidgs, 
and that bis A may not be to our Ter- 
Jer us be diligent, that we 
2 be found of him in Peace, without Spot 
blamelefs. And that we may preſent our 
Souls as a chaſte Virgin to ChRIS T, inſtead of 
the: filthy Garments of Sin and Senſuality, let 
us inyeiſt them with all the Otnaments of 
Grace, the clean and White Array of Innocence 
and Virtue. Like the Maid that decketh her- 
ſelf with ber Jewels, and as a Bride 88 
* fitl N d endly:: ond; 
; us fitly and dec nnd we may 
bei beld to meet him, whenever he ſhall come. 
For then he will accoſt us with the moſt pa- 
2 Yoo ellations: Aniſe, my. Love, my. 
| come away: Come away, n Be- 
ned, ler, Sgangſe; come into my Ger- 
gen. — eat thy peaſant Brut.  Partake free 
ofthe: Tree of Luft, which! is in tbe wy — 
| —_ 2 e, and "aa po ts ow 
mes: of. liuing Water, w eke . 
5 Throne of Gov... 2 IA 
No ſooner ſpoken, but we ſball be immedi- 
ately lifted up on high on the Wings of Che- 
5 which "hall. ſwiftly convey us through 
bright —— to wy ns of ue 9 
Dee e 
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SERMON IV. 


The Cure of . Leproſy — 


to 5b. 0 Sacruments. | 
ben enen o. . een. eo 


2 Krnos, v. 13. latter Part. 


th Faller, if. the Prophet bad bid thee Sm 
great. Thing, | would/# thou not have: abne it 
Leu much rather chen. ed ages to thee, 
. and be clas. A 203-08 


£4 *} 
y 1 


10 are: 1 brou 2 5 t about by ſlen- 
L der, Inſtruments, we have in this-Chap- 
ter an Account of a remarkable Cure 


wrought u q. Neaman the Syrian, by Means © 


2 young aptive 1/7 Iſfraeliteſs, 7 oP has waited on tis 


ie ;, Who, expreſſing her hearty. good Wiſhes 
for his Recovery, ſpake thus unto her Miſtreſs, 
Maud Gon my Lord were: with the Prophet 
that is in Samaria * | For be would recover bin 
of his, Lepr E 

She had heard, no Doubt, what great Things 
had been done by Eliſba, when ſhe was in her 
native Country, which gave her ſuch a ſtrong 


Aſſurance of Succeſs, that the Prophet 0 


H 4 certainly 
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certainly mor Aa. 8 upon her Lord, would 
E to him for it. 
A en that were about her obſerving the 

28 od” lookin n the Manner 7 the 
Chilelh expreſſing erſclf with ſo much Zeal 
and Earneſtneſs as ſomething extraordinary and 
rtentous, immediately rehearſed it to the 
King: Who forthwith" wrote a" Letter to the 
King of J1/rael, ſaying, New-when this Letter is 
come unto thee, Behold, I have therewith ſent 
Naamen'. my. Serwant to thee,. that thou mayſt 
recover him of his Leproſy. Which he had 
no ſooner read, but very much concerned at the 
ſeeming Extravagance of the Requeſt, that he 
ſhould require of him what he looked upon'to 
be highly abſurd: and impracticable, he rent his 
Clothes. And when Eliſba heard of it, he ſent 
2 the King, ſaying, Wherefore haſt thou rent 
Clothes ?., Let him come . now to me, and 

2 "ſhall: know that there is a Prophet in V 
rael. As if he had ſaid, As Gon hath teſtified 
a ſpecial, Regard to his Peo le, by ſending to 
are his Prophets, and I, be 2 of that 
Number, a Prophet of Gop, have, to evidence 
the Truth of my Commiſſion,” wrought many 
Miracles amongſt them, fo as to the Man who 
hath applied to thee for the Cure of his Diſtem- 
r, do but ſend him to me, and he ſhall ſoon 
be experimentally convinced chat, by the extra- 
ordinary ſupernatural Power which I am en- 
dued with, I am well able. to perform what 
he hath requeſted of thee. 
And when Naaman came to the Houſe of 
Eliſha, the Prophet ſent Word to him, ſaying, 
Go 


ſaith to thee, waſh, and be clean? 


alluding to the tuo Sacrament...” 05 


DH: ore ů—³Üẽ.ꝗ 
Fleſh ſhall come again to thee, and thou | ſhalt, 
le claan. But Naaman concluding he would 

have ſhewed him ſo much Reſpect as to come 
out to him, and let him have had the Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction of a viſible Operation from his 
own. Hand, by laying it on the infected Part, 
but now finding himſelf diſappointed, turns a- 
way full of Fury and R. entment, to think 
that he ſhould come ſo far to haye ſuch a Re- 
medy preſcribed to him as waſhing. i in.a River. 
Whereas, if that were likely to do, he might, 
without giving himſelf the Trouble of coming 
thithex, have made uſe of the Waters. in his 
own Country; which were far preferable in his 
Eſtimation to that which. he was, directed to. 
Are not Abana, ſays he, and Pharpar, Rivers. of 
Damaſcus, better” than. all the Waters 1of Iſraels 
May, I not 1b in hems. and be claam? And his 
Servants, came near, and ſpake to him in the 
Words of my Text, My Father,..af the Prophet, 
had bid ; thee do fame, great Tag ooh © thou, 
not have done it? Hau much rather: . when, "0 


* 


Now, in th Management of this Subjech, 
we are to conſider —— Reaſonableneſs of ,what 


Naaman s ..Servants.. alledged to him, to bring 


him over from his Raſhneſs and Ineredulity to 
a Compliance with the Prophet's Preſcription, 
and enquire wherein the Force of it lies. And 
this we ſhall find it to do in theſe three Parti 


culars. 

Firſt, In the * hy of the abs tha 
preſcribed the Remedy. ¶ the Prophet had bid 
| thee 
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rai och pe Things "would then not have 
R 1 SY 

— Second, 7 The Eafineſs of the Preſeription 
* 

And Thirdly, The great Benefit that would 
8 60 him from his Compliance with it. 1 
abe P bad bid thee dv ſome great Thing, 
would} bon not have done it ? How much rather 
len, when he-ſarth- to thee, waſh, and be clean? 

And ff, The Force and Reaſonableneſs of 
what Naaman's Servants alledged to him, to 
bring him over from his Raſhnefs and Incredu- 
liry to a ere with the Prophet's Pre- 
ſeription, is grounded on tie Lopes of” the 
Perſon preſcribing. © * 

> And Gwe wht 50 leß Wich #Pro et of Op; 
2d not only fo, but one that had a double 
Portion of his Spirit: One, who by — 
and Energy thereof had wrought ſuch ſtup: 
dous Miracles, that all feaſonable and unpreju- 
diced Men muſt look upon them as ſo many 
convincing Proofs and Demonſtrations of his di- 
vine Commiſſion and Authority, and that hat 
he did was by the Power of Gop. Such as 
multip ing the Widow's Oik; raifing the dead 
Son of the Sbnnammte; healing deadly * 
Pottage; all which we have an Account of in 
the preceding Chapter. If therefore by the 
Force and Energy of the divine Spirit that was 
in him he had done ſuch extraordinary Things, 
Why might he not, by Virtue of the ſame 
Spirit, ho: enabled to work A Cure upon a di- 
28 n ? | 


ws - * l 
© 4 11 . & — , - „ 
* . 
a. e 
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He that had reſtored Life where it was | 
loft, no doubt, might eaſily preſetve it where 
it was. He that had cleanſed the deadly Pot- 
tage of thoſe noxious Qualities that Were in it, 
ſo as to make it wholeſome and nouriſſuing, 
ſure might be very well able to infuſe ſuch: into 
an innocent Water as ſhould chance  Neawjan 
of his Leproly. _ -battalg os 

is true, there: ae more 
of any healing medicinal Virtue in this than in 
any other River. But the divine Power, by 
which-he acted; was confined to no ſuch Li- 
mits as thoſe of natural Cauſes,” under no ſuch | 
Reſtriction. 2705 

The utmoſt that the moſt ſkilful- Phyſician 
can do, when any one comes to him for the 
Cure of his Diſtemper, is to apply ſuch Things 
as he judges oper for that End from the good 
Effects they we naturally produced upon ſuch 
as have laboured under the hike: Malady or 

diſpoſition. . From the Knowledge he bathing, 

quired: hy Study, Experience, and the 

Succeſs he hath met with in the like Caſes; he 

forms a rational Conjecture that what he applies, 

may proue ſucceſsful in the preſent one. Bus 
in this he only hopes for the beſt: He can have 
no Aſſurance of it. But when the Prophet tells 

Naaman what he ſhould do in Order to be 

cleanſed, he makes no manner of doubt of 

Succeſs; nay, Lewes afin thay he ſhall be 
fure to meet with it. un an 
He was very ſenſible that —— he under- 

took for the Manifeſtation of Gon's Glory to 
the World, to convince the Heathens of his di- 
| e VN vine 


i 
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vine and infinite Power, and of the Vanity of 
their Idols, he would enable him effectually to 
perform: That he who preſcribed Laws to all 
natural Things, and aſſigned to each of them 
their ſeveral and reſpective Influences, : could, 
for the Accompliſiment of his own Deſign, 
ſuſpend, or alter them, how, and e 
he — 
For in all the Creatures there is — the 
Schoolmen'call an/ obediential Power to perform 
their Creator's Will, and whereby they are ſub- 
vient to his great t Ends and Purpoſes even ar 
fides the common Courſe of NatureGG. 
For Inſtance, when Gop would make a Way: © 
for his People through the Red Sea, by dividing 
the Waters, and- ſtaying their: natural Fluidity, 
they, in Obedience to his Will, ſtood erect like 
any ſolid Subſtance, and ſerved for a Wall to 
them on their right Hand, and on their left“. 
And again we read, that when Shadrach, Me- 
fluch, and Abednego, were caſt into the Midſt of 
a burning fiery Furnace, Gon, to keep the Fire 
from hatin them; ſo ſuſpended its uſual Qua- 
lity of Heat, that it had no Power over their Bo- 
dies, nor Was i eh as an Hair of Nee 
ſinged. d eick ni 
dete 2 Weste in the preſent Inſtance) ſup- 
g there was naturally (as I faid before) 4 
dae Virtue in the River Jordan; 
r ſtill, had it been altogether as ve- 
nomous and infectious as the Stygian Lake, yet 
he could have cauſed it to produce quite dif- 
—_ n _ ws en chat applied to 
him, 


Ir 5 Exod. XIV. 22, * Dan, iii, 


' alluding to the two Sacraments. 109 
him, have ſo entirely changed and corrected its 
Influences, as to make it as healing and 1 4 
as the Waters of Bet heſda. 
Indeed, what Naaman chiefly objects 11 
is, that Eliſta did not come out to him, and call 
upon his Gop. He might probably think, yea, 
and with very good Reaſon: too, that what he 
Poe was above the Reach of human Power 
to perform, without the Concurrence of the 
Alck hty to aid and aſſiſt him in it. 
Why, the Prophet did not pretend to any 
ſuch Thing. For when he tells the King, that 
if Naaman would come to him, he ſhould, by 
the Greatneſs of the Cure, be convinced that 
there is a Prophet in Mrael, he hereby plainly 
intimates that what he undertook, was not, as 
Daniel told Nebuchagnezzar ®, for any Art or 
Skill that he had naturally more than any living. 
He did not arrogate any innate Power to him- 
ſelf to work ſuch a Cure upon him, but ac- 
knowledges- it was derived to him from above; 
that he was no more than an Inſtrument in the 
Hands of Providence, to carry on its Deſigns: 
Whatever he did, it was by the Guidance and 
Direction of a ſuperior Agent, throu gh a 4 
vine and ſupernatural Aſſiſtance. | 
Since, therefore, Gop- had ſent and i impor 
ered him to work theſe miraculous Cures, why 
ſhould Naaman make any Scruple or Objection 
againſt the Manner of Performance? Which 
how impracticable ſoever it might ſeem, yet 
with Gop nothing is impoſſible or difficult. 
Obedience, or- a ready Compliance with the 
Preſenption, was all that was required to render 
| it 


P Dar. ii. 30, 
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it bffectual to him, as we find by the happy Ef. 
ſue and Sucbeſs of it. For he 2 ſooner went 
down, and dipped himſelf in Jordan, according 
to the Prophets Direction, but his Fleſh came 
again like unts the Pleſh of « little Child, and 
he was clean. 

That Man would be looked upon as a di- 
ſtruſtful and froward Patient, that Thould que- 
ſtion the Virtue and Efficacy of whatever the 
Phyſician preſcribes to him. He would act 
much more prudently in reſigning himſelf up to 
ſuch as 3 a ſuperior Judgment, that better 
underſtand the Nature of his Indiſpoſition than 
himſelf, and know how to apply Faitable Re- 
medies for the healing of it. And if we are to 

repoſe fo much Confidence in human Skill and 

Underſtanding, fure then we may very fafely 
rely upon thoſe who have a far better Rule for 
their Preſcriptions, the infallible Dictates of the 
Holy Spirit of Gov. 

So much for the Authority of the Perſon that 
preſcribed the Remedy. | 
The next — m be confidered: is the Eaſi- 
neſs of the Preſcripti | 

And, pray, What "Wit this? Why, twas 
only to waſh himſelf 3 in a River, which, if it 
| would have done him ne Good, could de no 
Harm, could put him to no great Expence ot 
Trouble: Nay, tis what People many Times 
| Chooſe to make uſe of purely for their Pleaſure 
| and Diverſion. 
| | | But when we farther eonſider the good Con- 
[| ſequences thereof, what an immediate and tho- 
BP rough Care it wrought in him, cortinly fe 
wou 
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would have been very much — 
„ he 106 apc Wie Eaponines [& 
But this leads me to the 41rd ad i% Par: 
ticular,. viz. the great Benefit- that accrued. to 
him from his Compliance with it. 

And this was his being cleanſed, of a nafty, 
foul Diſtemper, noiſom and infectious even to 
a Proverb; that wrotight ſuch ſurpriſing 2 
in the Body, as rendered it quite ghaſtly and 
terrible to behold, as you may find by the De- 
ſeription of it in Miriam , where Aaron cries 
thus to. der with the utmoſt Cond tion, 
Alas, my Lord, I beſeech thee, lay not the Sin, 
(i. e. the Sedition we have ſtirred up againſt 
thee) upon us, wherein we have done faokſhly, and 
wheretn we have ſinned. Let her not be as one 
deud; of whom the FJeſh is half conſumed. | 

Under the Law, when any Man had but the. | 
leaſt Symptoms of this Diſtemper, he was im- 
mediately a in ſome ſeparate Apartment, 
and, if it proved to r 

E to enter into the Congregation, till 
was cleanſed. 

Martin Bucer will have it, chat « ſhould 
e not the Contagion thereof be ſtayed, twould 
« proye ſuch an Annoyance to the Common- 
« wealth. and Poſterity, that, if any Leper were 
e incurable, 'twould be a Reaſon, ſufficierit 
« for his being divoteed and alienated from 
« his Wife and Children 

Who. then would not willingly undergo the 
ſevereſt Remedy, much more ſuch an eaſy one 
S N to be ere 

| ve 
"4 4 Mal. xii. 11, 13. 7 Ruar. on &. Mate. viii, 84, — 
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very lothſome and difagreeable in it ſelf; ſo de- 
ſtructive of human Society; but eſpecially: when 
it is a Means to ſeparate us from thoſe, to whom 
we, by all conjugal Affection, and Ties of Na- 
ture, are indiſſolubly cementeel. 
To apply what 1 have delivered upon thi 
Subject. - 
© Now. the Uſe tha 1 mall make 10 this Dies 
trine is, to perſwade you to conſider the State 
and Condition of your Souls, and, as you ten- 
der their everlaſting Welfare, Intereſt, and Se- 
curity, by no Means to {light and diſregard 
your ſpiritual Guides and Phyſicians, whoſe 
Office it is by their wholeſome Advice and Doe- 
trine to cure them of the Diſeaſe which they 
have contracted, and reſtore them to as great a 
Degree of Health as they are capable of in this 
preſent State of Degeneracy and Corruption. 
A Diſeaſe of ſuch a malignant Nature, that, 
although we are not altogether fo ſenſible of our 
Malady, having never had the Knowledge or 
Experience of perfect Health and Soundneſs, 
yet, I aſſure you, it is far worſe than the Le- 
pou of Naaman, how bad ſoever that hath 
repreſented, much more lothſome - in it 
ſelf, and fatal and pernicious in its Conſequence. 
That could only affect the Body: But Sin is 
chat ſpiritual Leproſy which by its 2 
Contagion hath ſo defiled and eclipſed 
Soul, that better Part of us, which reſembled 
our great Creator, and hath made it ſo different 
from what it was, that, were he not a Gop of 
infinite Goodneſs and long Suffering, he would 


r caſt. us out of * Sight as _ 
an 


ee 


face 
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and abominable, would diſown and reject us 


for ever. 


What Qualifications ſoever it had, or what- | 


ever was amiable and commendable in it, that 
Clearneſs of Underſtanding, that Rectitude of 
Will, that Purity of Affection, which were 
once its Glory and Excellence ; all its Powers 
and Faculties are now impaired, vitiated, and 
corrupted. That ſpotleſs Integrity, the Im- 
preſs of the divine Image that was originally 
ſtamped upon it, is very much ſullied and de- 

i its regular Propenſions are all turned the 
quite contrary - Way: So that, . inſtead of per- 
forming our Creator's Will with Pleaſure, as 
Man once did in his priſtine State of Inno- 
cence and Perfection, 18 whole Bent of our 


Inclinations is only to Evil continually. 


Like a diſtempered Palate, it nauſeates what 
would be for our Good, and greedily purſues 
and embraces what would tend to our Ruin 
and Deſtruction. A Deſtruction ſo great, that 
in this Reſpect alſo it far exceeds the Leproſy 
of Naaman, which could only tend to the de- 
moliſhing this earthly Tabernacle, and cauſe a 
Separation of Soul and Body by a temporal 
Death: Whereas this tends effectually to the 
Ruin and Deſtruction of both, by Death eter- 
nal in the Regions of Darkneſs, in a State of 
endleſs Diſconſolation and Miſery, from which 
there is not the leaſt Hope or Poſſibility of a 


Redemption and Deliverance. 


And what farther adds to our Infelicity 10 | 


the Difficulty of our being cured of this Dif- 
eaſe. As to bodily Diſtempers, they are many 


Times 
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Times healed by applying a proper Remedy to 
the infected ee N c hath ſo RO 
diffuſed it ſelf, as to corrupt the whole Man. 
Nay, it hath crept and infinuated it ſelf into 
our very Nature: "Twas a neceſſary Ingredient 
at our Formation, and 5 in us from our 
Mother's Conception. | | 
80 chat, before à Cure can be 'thordughty 

And effectually wrought in us, here muſt be a 
thorough Change and Renovation of our Na- 
tute, We muſt if A ſpiritual Seriſe be born again, 
And entirely renewed as to the inward T | 
of our Minds; the Thoughts and Diſpoſitions 
of the Heart, which, as the Author of our 
Being tells us, are naturally evil from our 
| "outh *, deſperately wicted , and St. Paul, 

though in a regenerate | State, ſpeaks thus 6f 

'hinifelf, I Eno that in me (i.e. in my Fleſh) 
or earn! Nature, #elleth no gvod Thing : For to 
170 is preſont 4vith me but how fo perform * that 
rat er Gtod'T fond not. mw 

Which Texts plainly and evideritly ſet forth 

the Greatneſs and Incurableneſs of our natural 
Co vob vere for any Thing we can do for our- 
ſelves. Nothing below a divine and infinite 
Power can cure us ef our Malady. Tis the 
Blood of Chriſt that muſt cleanſe us from the 
Guilt and Pollution of Sin; and tis the Influ- 
"ence of 'Gop's Grace and Holy Spirit that muſt 
"renew and ſanctify our Nature: Which as it is 
to be obtained by the outward Means and In- 
ſtruments of it, none are ſo effectual to that 
End as thoſe which are of _ own 2 Og 


VIII 


— * 2 vii. 21. 
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ment; and which are certain to procure à Blef- 
ſing upon us, if they are not fruſtrated by our 


iſobedience and Infidelity.” 
Now, amongſt ſeveral that ate econ 


Holy Scripture; I ſhall enlarge upon two only 
as moſt e to our 405 wa ain 
theſe are the tuo Sacramemts. 4 

The Firſt whereof is Baptiſm. This Þ bar 
Laver of Regeneration, re a myſtical Jordan, 
wherein he that is much more than a Prophet, 
hath bid us ſb and be cken; and which both 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles recommend in {c- 
veral Places in the Neu Teſtament. | 
In St. Mart. xxviii. 19. 'CarisT gives 05 | 
Commiſſion to his Diſciples, Gs ye therefore, and 
teach all Nations, baptizing them + — Name 
of the Father, and of the" Son, nd" of” the 
Holy Ghoſt. And St. Mark" 2 "ett! them 
that, He that believeth and is Cradles tf Rene Seal be 
ſaved. And to ſhew the Ne 
ration, he ſpeaks thus to Meade in his Teen 
ing Conference with him, Verihy, verily, I 

unto thee,” except a Man be born of Water 
and of the” Spirit, he cannot enter into tbe Eng- 

dom of Go. And again, when the Jews 
wanted to knew how — ſhould be releaſed | 
from their Guilt in crucifying the Meſfas, St. Pe- 
ter thus adviſes them, Repent, be baptized 
every one of you 7 + ESUS CHRIST, 
for the Remiſſion * Sins, and ye ſhall receive the 
Gift of the Hoh bf. And Paul and 
Silas 10 Anſwer to — Jailor that was con- 
| verted by their ' miraculous Deliverance out of 
I 2 | Priſon, 


St. Mark xvi. 16. 2 St. Jobn iii. 5. -7 Ads ii. 38, Chap. xvi. 
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Prifon, when he aſked them what he ſhould do'to 
be faved, made this Reply, Believe in the Lord 
Ixsus Cunter; and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy 


Houſe. ' And, for a ſure Teſt and Manifeſtation 
of his Faith, he and all his were baptized 


—__ "wagaygiue immediately and without any Delay, 


as a Thing neceſſary to be done. 

Many more Texts might be alledged to the 
ſame, Purpoſe, but I ſhall, mention but one 
more, an that is, As many 'of you as have 
been baptized into CHRIST, have put on CHRIST, 

Baptiſm is an Initiation into the Church of 
Cunts7, © Out of which there is no Salva- 
tion, ſays a learned Father. And St. Cyril 
lays ſo much Streſs upon it as to affirm, FI 
MEE TE Bam lic pay cri 5h *. i. e. Unleſs 
a Man be baptized, he is not in a State of 
« Salvation.“ But then he excepts the Mar- 
tyrs, . Who, : /ays. be, have without Water 
obtained a heavenly Kingdom. For, as le 
Foes on, our Saviour, who redeemed the 
{*© Earth by his Sufferings upon the Croſs, and 
2 Was wounded in his Side, ſent forth Blood 
« and Water: That ſome in Time of Peace 
« - might be baptized in Water, and others-in 
« Time of Perſecution, might, be ane in 
« their own Blood. 

„Now although I ſhall not take upon me to 
vindicate this Aſſertion of St. Cyril in the Ri- 
gour and Strictneſs of it, as though none but 
the Martyrs ſhall be faved without aptiſm, 'yet - 

tis certain, that by Baptiſm we are incorporated 
into the myſtical Body of CRRIST, in whom 
nc | alone 
| As xvi, 31. Cal. iii. 27. 42 | © Catech, ii. p. 61. 
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alone we are to expect Salvation. By this we 
are liſted under CuR1sT"'s Banner, the * 
Captain of our Salvation, who. in all our ſpiri- 

9 Combats will be ſure to ſtand by us, ps | 
guard and protect us from our Enemies. By 
this we enter into CurisT's Fold, that good, 
Shepherd which will provide both for our. 
Safety. and our Suſtenance. By this we are en- 
graffed into the true Vine, as he metaphotically 
Fs himſelf, from which we ſhall derive, that 

ſpiritual N ouriſhment by Virtue whereof WE, 

be enabled, to, bring forth the Fruit « of a 
ng and | ſpiritual 1 | 8. 

In all W fore-mentioned' Reſpects and 
Relations you ſee we are brought by Baptiſm 
under his peculiar Care; ſo that whatever Fa- 
vours and Benefits he hath to beſtow, as cer- 
tainly he hath the greateſt, you may be ſure he 

ill have a. ſpecial, Regard. for his own People, 

Members, his. Soldiers his Sheep, his 
Branches, for thoſe that are of his F milfs and 
the Houſhold of Faith. 

And, therefore, ſuch as refuſe to come into 
Cuxisr's Family, that will neither enter them- 
ſelves, nor fuffer their Children to be entered 
into this Covenant with Gop, whereby they 
ſhould be freed from their Corruptions, and 
made Partakers of the divine Nature, of thoſe 


exceeding great and precious Promiſes, as * St. 
Peter calls them, Promiſes of eternal Life and 


Happineſs, which he here freely offers to us as 
the . Reward of our Fidelity and Obedience, 
how ſhall they eſcape, who, neglect ſo great 
Salyation ? I 3 Indeed 


4 2 Fpiftle i. 4. 
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Indeed, as to ybung Children who through 


their Parents Neglect were never admitted to 
Baptiſm, and die in their Infancy without it; 
or thoſe Heathens who never heard of CHRIST, 


and are utter Strangers to the Covenant of Pro- 
miſe, and yet have lived up ſtrictly to the Laws 
cf natal Religion, foraſmuch as their Want 


of Baptiſm” did got proceed from any Neglect 
in thern, but from their invincible Ignorance or 
Inability ; we hope, and, I think, ought in 


Charity to believe, that the Benefits of Cukis rs 
- Sufferings will extend to them, though they 


were never baptized. . | 
But with ſuch as J have been ſpeaking of, the 


Exe" is quite different: Such as were born in a 


Chriſtian Country, are come to Fears of Matu- 
4 6 and Diſcretion, live under the Light and 
Privileges of the Goſpel, and have the faiteſt 


Opportunities of Information and Inſtructipn in 


their Duty, ani yet, out of a Principle of Pride 
and Obſtinacy, and to gratif their own capri- 


cious Humour, ſtand out againſt a plain poſitive 


Inſtitution of CHRIST, and fhew fo little Re- 
ard to his Precepts and Injunctions as to reject 
e eſfential Parts of Chriſtianity, are without 

Excuſe, and ſhall be fexerely puniſhed for their 

Contempt and Violation of a n 

Hear what Peter Martyr ſays to this: Ne- 

% que hit ſenſu noftrum, aut humanam rationem 

a | Þ, ar debemus, ut id pulemus ridiculum aut le- 

«ws moments efſe, quod Deus inſtituerit. We 

« ought not to be too opiniative, nor lean fo 

% much to our own Underftanding, as to de- 

22 29 21 e E * ride 

Comm. Loc. p. $78. 
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ride that which is of divine Inſtitution as ri- 
„ diculous, or look upon it as a Thing of little 
3 ne Moment of Concefn ta us.. 4 
St. Cyril tells us, That eds hath fancti- 
«© fled Baptiſm as he himſelf was baptized; 
e and if the Son of Gop was baptized, What 
« good Man,” fays he, would ſet light by 
e e 
«whereof are, as he faith in another Place, 
Freedom from Captivity, Remiſſion of Sins, 
the Death of Sin, the Regeneration of the 
Soul, a white Garment, an holy and indeli- 
ble Seal, the Delights of Paradiſe, the pro- 
*-curing a celeſtial Kingdom, and the free Gift 
« of the Adoption of Sons. eh 
But enough of this. To lay again the Foun- 
ation of the Doctrine of Baptiſm to ſuch as 
haye been already baptized, and of whom it 
may be reaſonably expected that they ſhould go 


on unto Perfection, will perhaps be thought'a 
needleſs Taſk. | But, pray, hear me. o 1 
teſtify your free perſonal Confent to tkat Cove- 
nanf by the earneſt and ſteady. Reſolutions "and 
Endeavours to fulfil whatever e 
your Godfathers and Godmothers did then en- 
ter into on your Part, by renouncing the De- 
vil and all his evil Suggeſtions, the fantaſtical 
Mos 65 of the World, and manifeſting an ut- 
ter Averſion to Wickednefs and Carnality ; by 
POLE up yourſelves on your moſt holy Faith; 
Y your daily Growth and Improvement i 


pa 4, 


Grace; by your conſtant . Perſeverance. in the 
Practice of all Chriſtian Duties, and leading 
1 ws 4 Lives 
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Lives anſwerable to the Dignity and Purity of 
=O OY ER ORE NC KA 
Or, if you have not done this, do ye in the 
next Place conſider that although the Guilt of 
original Sin be done away by the Laver of Re- 
eneration in Baptiſm, do ye conſider what 
| Spots and Blemiſhes are in your Souls through 
the many actual Ones you have ſince com- 
mitted; how ye haye defiled yourſelves (the 
Temple of the living Gop) by, the Uncleanneſs 
of your Luſts and Senſualities? Have ye taken 
Care to get out theſe Stains, and Sulages by 
coming to the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Logp's 
Supper? Have ye been waſhed? Have, ye been 
ſanctified? Have ye been purified with the 
Blood of CHRIST, Which he there freely offers 
to 5 for your cleanſing? and which, joined 
with your penitential Tears, and a lively Faith 
in his Merits, would ſo thoroughly and effectu- 
ally cleanſe you from the Guilt and Pollution of 
our Sins, that, were they of never ſo deep a 
Dye, they would be made as white as driven 
Snow, or ſcoured Wool: And though they 
were enough to incenſe Gop, and provoke him 
to ſhower down the Deluge of his Wrath; 
though you had abandoned his Holy Spirit, 
h harmleſs and innocent Dove) from you 
by the noiſome Filthineſs of your Corruptions; 
yet would he now return to you with an Olive 
Leaf in his Mouth, an Emblem of Peace and 
Reconciliation; would ſhed his ſalutary and 
comfortable Influences upon you, and by his 
divine Inſpiration enkindle ſuch an holy Flame 


in your Hearts as would utterly conſume all 
| your 


your ſinful Luſts and Affections, and,” inſtead 
thereof, poſſeſs them with a ſincere and ardent 
Love of Gop, create in them new Deſires, and 
be a ſtrong and powerful Incentive to Pia 
and Virtu. 
Nay, ſo great and ineſtimable are the Bene- | 
fits that accrue. to all worthy Partakers of this 
Holy Sacrament, that if we did but thoroughly 
weigh and conſider them, inſtead. of lighting, 
we ſhould long; impatiently for the Return of 
ſuch, an heavenly: Feaſt, and be ready to cry 
out with gen David, f My Soul is athirſt for 
God, yea, even for the living Gop + Hen ball 1 
come to appear 8 the Preſence of God ?, -.; /\ 
Yet ſuch is oſs Stupidity of the Genes 
of Chriſtians, | ſo dns xe" are they of 
their ſpiritual Concerns, that when they ſhauld 
be paying due Homage to their Creator, ſhould 
ſtrive to avert his Indignation, and procure his 
Bleſſings by their diligent Performance of theſe 
Holy Offices of Religion, we may truly 3 a 
of them, as did the Lyrick Poet 4 kimfelf 33-7 
- © ,Parcus deorum cultor et infrequens, that ne” 
Fe if ever, attend at the Worthiy: of Go 
before his Sanctuary. 18 
Tis recorded in Scripture af Holy Jb. that 
he ſhewed ſuch a ſtrict and religious Care for 
his Children, as upon the bare Probability of 
the Guilt which they might have contracted at 
their merry Meetings, to offer continual burnt 
G their Sanctification and Atonement. 
Whereas Chriſtians. are now become ſo v 
heedleſs and negligent in this Matter (and 
1 | 
f P/. xlii. 2. 
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which I am afraid is the Caſe of ſeveral here 


nt) as to go on from Time to Time, yea, 


eſe 
5 ber. for their whole Lives, in a Known Ha- 


al Courſe of Impiety, and multiply their 
Tranſgreſſions as Sodom, without once appearing 
at the Holy "Communion in Order to obtain 
* of their Sins, and expiate their Guilt 
by a pro Saerifce. 

Not ar as been already obſerved) you 
have had A afar ſufficient to induce you to' it, 
—_ ye the leaſt Spark of Grace and Ingenuity 
n 
IH eee Requeſt of a dying Woes, who was 
ſo very zealons in promoting your Welfare and 
IH appineſs, as to lay down his Life for the pro- 
of it: If when he hath richly furniſhed 
2 74 le at the Expence of his precious 


Ay Blood, which he voluntarily ſacrificed for 


the Redemption, he calls upon you with the 
moſt endearing and  pathetical Invitations, Fat, 
O Friends, drink, yea, abundantly, O Be- 
loved, partake freely of the Banquet I have pre- 

red for you, in Memorial of my Sufferings and 
a and for your own ſpiritual Comfort and 
Refreſhment; If — frequent Exhortations of 
God's Miniſters, which are conſtantly given be- 
fore the Celebration of this "Feſtival : If Deli- 


verance from the worſt of Evils, and the Colla- 


tion of the greateſt Benefits: If the ſtrongeſt 


Motives and Arguments that can be drawn from 


the Conſideration of Intereſt, Gratitude and 
Obedience, had any Force or Influence upon 


** there are none of theſe but what have 
been 


ace to the two Sacraments. * 


been alledged to bring you over to a 
| with this important, this neceſſary Duty. 

As to thoſe pitiful Objections that D 
agninſt- it, they are clearly and fully anſwered 
by Archbiſhop Tillotſon in his Perfwaſiue to fre- 
| ' Communion, and therefore J earneſtly re- 
commend that excellent Diſcoutſe to your Peru- 
ſal. What I ſhall here take Notice of is, that 
theſe ee Haney Tp OY Sbrts-:6f 
People. | 
The Firſt are the Infidel W Con- 
temners of the Sacrament, that like Naaman 
call in 881 the Virtue and Efficacy thereof. 
They tell you, they don't ſee any great 
Good in it, or E do receive it are 
ever the better Chriſtians. 10. Snuff: 

But how do they know this? If they ate not 
60 good ee e IN yet they 
might laue been worſeg perhaps, had they never 
received R. For hen they are ꝓreſent at the 
Solemnity, where bps thave the joint Prayers 
of the Church to im 5 the Aſſiſtance of 
Gob's Holy Spirit, 'which may enable them to 
amend their toad and give them a more regu= 
lar Turn and Diſpoſition of Heart; I ſay, be⸗ 
ſides the ſupernatutal Influence of divine Grace, 
can they forbear, even under the common 
timents of Humanity, to look back upon their 

- Offences with: Horror and Deteſtation ? 


hen they ſee the Bread broken, and the 


Wine poured out, will not this put them in 
Mind how CurisT's Body was torn and man- 
gled upon the Croſs, his Hands and Feet pierced 
with: Nails, and his, Side with a Spear, which 

put 


' 
| 
' 
! 
| 
| 
| 
! 
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ut him to ſuch cruel Torture as forced from 

this exceeding bitter Cry (like one in 

utter Deſpair, and final Dereliction of the divine 
Favour) My Gop, ny God, why haſt thou: for- 


ſaken me? Can they reflect upon all' this without 
being melted into the deepeſt Sorrow and Con- 
trition for their Sins that brought ſuch a grie- 


vous and inſufferable Load of Miſeries upon 
him? Will it not give ſome Check and Re- 
ſtraint to the Growth and Progreſs of their 


{54-34 a. , Sibiu inn I Af 4 
But granting there are ſome Monſters in the 


World, that are under ſuch extream Hardneſs 
and Inſenſibility of Heart, as not to be at all 


moved or affected by theſe Things, nor receive 


the leaſt Influence or Impreſſion from theſe vi- 
ſible Signs and Repreſentations of CyRrisT's: Suf- 


ferings, does it therefore follow that others muſt 


be ſo too? Or is the Abuſe of a good Thing a 
ſufficient Argument againſt the Uſe of it? No 
more than twould be to plead: againſt a Man's 
going through a regular Courſe of Phyſich for 
the Reſtoration of his Health, becauſe it hath 
proved fatal: to ſome by its being applied con- 
trary. to the Directions. 
But twould be in Vain for me to pretend to 

uce Arguments for the convincing of ſuch 
as are Proof againſt all Conviction. When 
Men are ſo very perverſe and obſtinate, and ſo 
far prejudiced againſt the moſt ſolemn Duty of 
Religion, as to turn their Backs upon it, and 
cry, The Table of the Lord is contemptible, no- 
thing is to be done with ſuch Reprobates but to 
leave them to themſelves, - to ſuffer that _ 
ry #48 n 


{ 


"alluding to tbe tua Sacrament. 125 
and condign Puniſhment which is reſerved for 
them; who thus! trample under Foot the Son of 
Gop, and count the Blood of the Covenant 
wherewith they were ſanctified, an unholy 
Thing, and do deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace. 
And therefore I ſhall now addreſs myſelf to 
the other Sort of Objectors, and theſe are the 
Doubtful and Timerous, that are under ſuch 
Diffidence of themſelves as to be cautious of re- 
ceiving the Sacrament, leaſt they ſhould not be 
duly qualified for ſo ſacred an Inſtitution. 

But if this be your Mind, in the Name of 
Gop, why don't ye endeavour to fit and prepare 
yourſelves for it? If ye are unworthy to ap- 
8 this Worldly Sanctuary, how think ye to 

ever fit to enter into the Holy of Holies? If ye 
are unfit to communicate with Chriſtians here 
upon Earth, how can ye ever expect to be ad- 
mitted into the bleſt Society in Heaven, where 
no unclean Thing can ente? 

Gop doth not expect of you an angelical 
Perfection in any ” $0 Services here. Do 
but uſe your ſincere and hearty Endeavours to 
do the beſt you can, and then what is deficient 
on your Part, will be abundantly ſupplied by 
the infinite Merits and Satisfaction of CRRISTH ; 
which if ye apply to yourſelves by Faith and a 
due conſcientious Uſe of his Ordinances, twill 
tend to the Improvement of ſuch divine and 
heavenly © Graces and Virtues as will reſtore 
your Nature to its primitive Perfection, and by 
the precious Blood of CurisT, and the bleſſed 
Influence of the Spirit, you ſhall be cleanſed 


and 
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and” fanQtified from the Droſs and Filthineſs of 
your Corruptions to fuch a pany; of _ 


and + Holineſs as will qualify you for 


celeſtial Regions, where ye ſhall have no 


worſe Company than that of Angels and the 


Spirits of juſt Men arrived to the Seat Per- 
tection: of Happineſs and __ - | 
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The Six and Four of a Soracrrovs 


| . dec bob 
St. MATTHEW vi. 34. 


Tate bee ber no Thought for the Morrow: For 
'the Morrow ſhall take Thought for the Things 
of tt felf: ene unto the * ch is tbe 1 
eren 


E AUR bleſſed Go 8 in a the 6. 
O mer Part of this Chapter given his 
NEX * Diſcip les and Followers Directions for 

the gut Performance of ſeveral Chri- 
ſtian Duties, ſuch as Alms-giving, Prayer and 
Faſting, at A 19, cautions them againſt 
Worldly-mindedneſs, or a too anxious Care 
about the Things of this Life. 

And this he doth, Firſt, From the Confide- 
ration of the Shortneſs and Tranſitorineſs of 
their Nature, and the many Accidents * are 
expoſed to. 

And, Secondly, From the obſervable Influence 
they have upon our Minds in alienating our 
Affections from Things that are infinitely more 
valuable (ſuch as ſhould engroſs the chiefeſt 
— 20 of our Care) Heaven and eternal Happi- 

neſs; 


42S - The SIN and FOLLY  _ 
_ neſs; and conſequently making us unmindful 
of thoſe. Duties which are requiſite to the ob- 
taining of them, and which if we would 
ſtrictly and diligently perform, would we but 
ſeek firſt the Kingdom of Gop and his Righ- 
Feouſneſs, all theſe Things, i. e. whatever is 
neceſſary to our Support and Comfort during 
the Courſe of our Pilgrimage here, Gop would 
certainly provide for us. Take therefore (faith 
he) no Thought for the Morrow : For the Mor- 
rom ſhall take Thought for the Things of it ſelf: 
 Suffictent unto the Day is the Evil tberegf. 
In handling of this Subject I ſhall, firſt of 
all; endeavour to ſhew what is here properly 
meant by our taking no Thought for the Mor- 
row, or under what Reſtriction this Expreſſion 
is to be held according to the true Deſign and 
Purport of our Saviour in the Text. | 
Now, by taking no Tonga for the Morro, 
we are not to look upon this as ſpoken abſo- 
lately, as though we were to baniſh all our 
Care about our worldly. ſecular Concerns. For 
when he commands us to ſeek fp the King- 
aum of Gop, and bis Righteouſneſs, this 
plainly intimates that, though this is to be 
our chief and principal Care, yet the other is 
not to be wholly rejected, but is very uſeful 
and neceſſary, ſo it be limited within its regular 
' Bounds. | © 7x9 
A provident Care and Diligence is as much 
recommended in Scripture, and as highly in- 
cumbent upon us as any other Goſpel Duty 
- whatſoever ; nor have we any Reaſon to ex 
a comfortable Subſiſtence without it. The = 
5 | Sou 
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faith Solomon) tr Hunger Vi- 
vere — diem, to live ſoall fuer: to Mouth (as 
we uſually term it) without any Thought or 
Conſideration of the Morrow, is the an, of 
a careleſs indolent Sot. - del 


The very brute Creatures have ſo much e 


fight and Diligence as to lay up Store of Food 


in their Repoſitories for themſelves and their 


young Ones, as is remarkable in the Piſmire, 
which Agur ranks amongſt the four Things 
which, Though, ſaith 5 they are but little, 
are excecding wiſe,” and produceth this as an 
Inſtance of her Wiſdom, that ſhe prepares her 
Meat in the Summer *, and, therefore, ſhould 
Man, who is inveſted with reaſonable: Faculties, 
be wanting in this neceſſary Care, he would de- 
baſe himſelf below the Dignity of his Species; 
nay, would become ſo very irrational as to be 
ſurpaſſed by thoſe inferior Beings that have no- 
thing but — Inſtinct for N Guide, more 


heedleſs and n than the very —_ | 


that periſh... 02.2: ana 
We are not to expect to be fed by Miracles: 
Tis enough if Gon gives a Bleſſing to our La- 
bours, and proſpers the Work which wie ſet 
our Hands to- pt ” +64 ud 
Indeed, in the original State Jas Things, in 
the Time: of Man's Innocence. before the Fall, 
Nature was ſo very liberal and indulgent to our 


firſt Parents as to ſupply them with whatever 


was neceſſary to their Support and Comfort, 


nnn ' mo 


E But 


8 Prov. Ax. 15, © > Provextx. 24, 25. 


But now the (Caſe is quite otherwiſe. Such 
a Curſe Was laid u on the Ground for their 
Ingratitude and nce to their Maker, 
that it brings forth little that is uſeful without 
Labour and Tillage, and in the Sweat of our 


Bro are ve to eat our Bread. He hath 


place | us in ſuch a Condition in this habitable 
Earth, that though it naturally brings forth 
Thorns and Thiſtles, yet if we take Care to im- 
provs and cultivate it, twill be ſtill ready to re- 


ſtore the Fruits of it to our Hands, and furniſh 


ya with Sas is neceſſary and nt 
r us. ot; 

And as ane is to panake of the Privi- 
lege, Pas: -likewiſe of the Pains in bring- 
ing it to this Maturity and Perfection. For, as 
in the natural; ſo in the political Body tis re- 
quired that the Members ſhould have the ſame 
Care one for another, and be mutually aſſiſtant 
to each other in their reſpective Callings and 
Employments. - Should any one fail in this, St. 
Paul is for baniſhing him as an uſeleſs and un- 

e Member, and lays this Injunction 
upon che Theſſalmians , that if y would not 
br k, neither ſhould: he cat. 

So that you ſee a provident Care is not ouly 
allowed, but ſtrictly required of us in Scriptuie 
as 2 Thing abſolutely e not only for 
dur on private | Intereſt, but for the 

Support and Benefit of the whole Community. 

But the Care, which our Saviour diſallows 
of - in the Text, is a carking, ſelfiſh, ſolicitous 
Hare, ſuch as excludes. all Truſt in, and De- 
| pendance 


12 Bpill. iii. 10. 
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upon Gon, and and Benevo- 

to our Fellow 8: 25 inſtead 

of IDS firſt the Kingdom 9 Gop,' and” bis - 
Righteouſneſs (5 ve Ser. dg. we att fo 


intent upon the Mammon of Unri 
as to ſpend all our Time and Labour is pro- 
curing it, Jo fondly dote on the Treaſures and 
Intereſts of this World, as though (like the 
Children of Gad and Reuben we wete to take 
up our fixed Abode and Reſidence on this Side 
Wuhereas we ought to look upon them 
only as cur Viaticum, as Helps and Aſſiſtances to 
us in our Way to a better, and value them no 
more than as they are made inſtrumental to our 


— cnn 3 
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Uſe ye can put en to; and ſuch as would 
rag Agr SY any other, ſo limit theit Deſires 
preſent State as to look no farther than 
this Horizon, ſo devote and dedicate themſelves 
to the Cares and Intereſts of this Life, as for 
the Sake of theſe to caſt off all Religio — 
þ — Life conſiſted in the Abundance 
gs. which he here poſſeſſeth) not only for- 
bony a Oda: and Intereſt in, the Happ 1 
neſs of another World; but likewiſe fall v 
ſhort” of their Hopes and Expectations of tl 
preſent: ſecular E nts in this. 

For, though,” by their extraordinary Labour | 
and Diligence, hey heap up Silver as the "Duſt, 
and prepars Raiment at the Clay, they 2 
prepare it, but the Juſt ſhall put it on, and 
Aer ſhall divide the Silver, (aith Job, 

K 2 = 
* Chap. xxvii. 16, 17- | 
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(as the Prophet Haggai tells us) be that thus 
 earneth Wages, CES _ it into 4 


with Holes. EL \vy 
- Ox, on ihe other Hand; hould! by think to 


advance-their Intereſt: by any inequitable Means, 


ſuch as Fraud, Oppreſſion, and the like, and the 
more effectually to carry on the Cheat, make 
an outward Shew and Profeſſion of Religion; 
the juſt Judge of all the Earth would utterly 
blaſt their iniquitous; Deſigns;. ſo infatuate, and 


defeat ir Intentions as to r to _ 


thing. 1714 N i} 
Ibis is a Truth 3 e and cons 


firmed by ſo many Inſtances that occur to our 
daily Obſervation and Experience, that there 


needs: no farther Proof of it. Neither their 
Pains nor their Policy are ſufficientꝭ to guard 
againſt the Neceſſities of Life, which! would 
have been otherwiſe ſupplied 1 the Jiberal 
Bounty of his Providence. 


Which of you by taking Thougbt;:: ach Cunts r, 


can add one Gubit unto his Stature And why take 
ye Taugt for Rai ment? Conſider the Lillies of 
the Field how they grow; they toil not, neither d 
they ſpin. And yes. I ſay unto you, that even Solo- 
mon in all bis Glory vas not arrayed: hike one. of 
theſe. Wherefore if Gov ſo clothe the: Graſs of 


| the Field, which to Day is, and-To-morrow' ts caſt 


into the Oven; if he makes the Beauty of the 
Flowers which are of ſuch a ſhort Continuance, 
to exceed the moſt — I Splendor and Mag- 


nificence of Kings — 544g not n more e 


1 O ye of little "Faith „ A 
A 12 Here, 
1 Chap. i. 6, 


of Sor icrrous Care, 133 


Here, you ſee, he | ſharply. rebukes, and will 
have ſuch. a Diffidence and Diſtruſt in Gop's 
Providence to be as abſurd as impious (ſuch as 
none but Heathens and Infidels are guilty of) and 
beneath che Character of a Chriſfian; ho, as 
he hath received ſo many repeated Promiſes 
from Gop of Bleſſings of a much ſuperior Na- 
ture, eternal Happineſs and Glory in; his celeſtial 
Kingdom, can he imagine that he will fail to 
ſupply him with a competent Portion of the 
good Things of this Life? He who feeds the 
Ravens, and clothes the Lillies of the Field, 
will not ſuffer Man created after his own Like- 
neſs and Similitude, and received into the Cove- 


nant of Promiſe, to want any Thing that is for 


- of . - « 


ful and obedient to him. 
If he be otherwiſe, however he may rely 
upon his Pains and Policy (as I before obſerved 
to you) the utmoſt Stretch of all human En- 
deavours will prove wholly. ineffectual, without 
the Concurrence of the divine Favour and Be- 


nediction. | 1600 a4 14 & $02 - gre Th 7G þ 471 
to enlarge his Poſ- 


his real Good. and Benefit, if he prove faith- 


For ſuppoſe a Man ſhould, 
ſeſſions, add Field to Field, and think to raiſe 
an immenſe Treaſure from the Fruits and Pro- 
duce. thereof, yet (I pray) from hom is he 
to expect all this? Is it not from the Hands of 
Gop ? Whom, if he will not leck up to for a 
Bleſſing, but depends upon his on Might and 
Power for procuring it, and is reſolved to perſiſt 
in an open Contempt and Violation of his divine 
Authority and Laws; though he ſow much, he 
ſhall bring in but little. He that giveth Rain, 

KJ io + both 
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both the former and the latter in his Seaſon, will 
withhold his refreſhing Showers, and inſtead 
thereof ſmite both his Fields "ard Vineyards 
with Blaſting and Mildew, till he-hath - put an 
End to his imaginary Proſperity, and made — | 
his ſwelling Hopes and TIC. dwindle in 

Barrenneſs and a Curfſe. 

But granting he ſhould come i r me 
than common Shate of theſe outward Bleſſings 
(as Providence often diſpenſes its Bounty with 
an indifferent Hand, making his Sun to riſe on 
the Evil and the Good, and ſending Rain on the 
Juſt and on the Urjuſt) ſo that his Barns be 
filled with all Sorts of Grain in the greateſt 
Plenty and Perfection, and his Preſſes burſt out 
with new Wine, yet if he hath not an Heart to 
uſe, nor Health to reliſh it, what extraordinary 
Blefſi is there in all this Abundarice and 

eaſe? | | 

"lag! orſals, it Y be ſaid, that if he 
doth not enjoy it himſelf, his Poſterity by 
the better for it. A wiſe Scheme indeed, 
char ourſelves of the Pleaſures and confort 

ats of Life for we know not whom. 

e Folly and Vanity of ſuch a Practice the 
Preacher: ſufficiently explodes -in | Beclefigtes v. 
I hated;\Taith he, all. my Labour which I had 
taken abies" the Sun: Becauſe I ſhould leave it 
unto the Mun" that'fhall be after mie. And ho 
tnoweth whether he ſhall be a wife Man or a Fool? 
Yet ſhall he have Rule over all ny Labour AT oe 
I have laboured, and wherein I h for The 
1 5 ander the Sun. Therefore 1 went 


a a ii. 18, &c. 


» Tu ey Woe Ry no 


in the Night 


of a 7 Sortcrrovs Cake, oy 135 | 


75 cauſe my y Heart to deſpair of all the Labor : 
which I 2 under the Sun. For there is. a Man. 
2 Labour is in Wi jon, and in Knowledge, 
in Equity: Tet to: Man that hath. 

4 laboured therein, ſhall. be have it for Bi: 
Portion. This alſo is Vanity and a. great Evil. 
For what hath Man of. all bis Labour, and of tbe 
Vexation of his Heart wherein he hath laboured 
under the Sun? For all his Days are Sorrows, and 
his Travel Grie ref; ea, bis Heart taketh not Reſt 
therefore concludes that 7here 

16 1 better for a Man, than. that he ſhould 
eat and drink, and that he ſhould make. bis Soul 
enjoy good in his Labour ; ; and teſtifies from his 
own Experience that this was from the Hand of 
God. Tis a Blefſing which Gop gives to our 

honeſt Labour and Diligence, when we enjoy 

the Fi ruits thereof with Chearfulneſs and Ala- 
crity. 
But how many are there who. fruſtrate the 
gracious Deſigns of Providence by their aſpiring 


and ambitious Views? Not content with the 


preſent State and Condition they are in, and 
which might be abundantly ſufficient to make 
them happ ph they think that they ſhould be 
more 55 they could raiſe themſelves to a 
more elevated 8 es could they advance their 
Fortune to ſuch a Number of Acres, or ſo 
much Money in their Purſe, they take it for 
granted that 13 muſt then be Happy, but ne- 
ver can be ſo without it. 

But - how vain is Man, who thus relics upon 


his own Wiſdom and 4 oreſight, though FEA is 
K 4 rn 
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born like a wild Aſs's Colt! Whilſt he is form- 
ing Schemes and Projects for ſtill greater Acqui- 
ſitions, he ſhoots over the Mark, and, engaged 
in an eager Purſuit of what he hath not, quite 
loſes the Enjoyment of what he hath. _ 
Like the hungry Dog in the Fable, who not 
fatiched with the Piece of Fleſh he had in his 
Mouth, and greedily catching at the Shadow of 
it (which was in Appearance more ſubſtantial) 
loſt the real Subſtance, and was left to bewail 
his Folly and Miſery with a ſorrowful Howl, 
and an empty Stomach. * 
Let a Man be never ſo politick in his Schemes, 
yea, and his Meaſures of purſuing them never 
ſo juſt and equitable, yet if he too much dotes 
and depends upon them as the Ground-work 
and Foundation of his Happineſs, ten thauſand 
to one but he'll be diſappointed, and meet with 
a Bar to the Happineſs 45 deſigned, whether for 
himſelf, or Poſterity. © 


4 


If for himſelf, he is ſure to miſs of it; be- 
_ cauſe it only makes him reſtleſs and uneaſy. 
For between the Care of getting and Fear of 
loſing, the very Thoughts of his Abundance 
Will not ſuffer him to lee. 
Ik it be intended for his Poſterity, he hath 
no Aſſurance of that neither. For (as the 
Preacher ſays) % knoweth whether he ſhall be a 
wiſe Man or a. Fool? Yet ſhall he have Rule over 
all his Labour; ſuch Rule as, were his breathleſs 
Anceſtor but ſenſible thereof, would be enough 
to. convince him of the Folly and Vanity of bis 
Labour, his extraordinary Care and Solicitude 
in providing for ſuch an one, and to fill 5 
| with 


% o 


of a: SozterTobs Carr: 37 


with, Vexation of Spirit, could; he ſee, what an 
ill Uſe is made of Ki Prize which he hath put 
into his Hand. What the wretched Miſer 
hath, with ſo much Ching and Coveteouſneſs, 
been heaping up to ether, the prodigal Heir will 
as merrily fpend in Idleneſs, Luxury and Intem- 

rance. e *, A 7 e 
Mus doth Man (according to the Pſalmiſt 8 
Obſervation) wall in a: Vain Show: He is diſquts 
eted in vain: He heapeth up Riches, and knoweth 
not wpho ſhall gather tbem 

Whereas, would he but make a free and 'S - 
nerous Uſe. of them, conformable to the Will 
of his heavenly Donor, his kind and gracious 
Benefactor, ſhew a grateful Senſe and Acknow- 
ledgment of Gop's Bleſſings by thankfully im- 
proving them to his own Uſe, and what, he 
hath to ſpare from himſelf and Family, to the 
Supply of the Wants and Neceſſities of others, 
relieving CnR1sT's diſtreſſed Members, the Poor 
and Fatherleſs, and cauſing the Widow's Heart 
to ſing for Joy; this would be an effectual 
Means to ſanctify his Poſſeſſions to him, not 
only give him a comfortable Enjoyment of them 
himſelf, but entail a Bleſſing and Proſperity 
upon ſucceeding Generations. 
But the ſordid miſerable Wretch (wh, in- 
ſtead of being helpful to others, grudges himſelf 
what is neceſſary and convenient, and amidſt 
the greateſt Affluence and Proſperity affrights 
himſelf with imaginary Wants) diſcovers iuch 
a Temper as gives a. bitter Alloy, not only to 
his own, but likewiſe the Comforts of all hoſe 


- 


eren 
- 


n P/alm xxxix. 6, 


* 
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dhe have "the Unkappinch of being confined 
rin, ee ran 


„ RT” | 
10 antedate our Miſeries before the Time, 
and terrify ourſelves with the Thoughts and Ap- 
prehenſions of ſuch Evils as we may never live 
to ſee, and of ſuch Wants as we are never like 
to ſuffer, is the Way to make ourſelves for ever 
miſerable. And therefore our. Saviour is not for 
having us uneaſy about the Morrow: The Mor- 
rote, faith he, ſhall tale Thought for the Things of 

11 felf : Sufficient unto the Day (the preſent Day) 
without anticipating the Morrow's Troubles, 15 
the Evil thereof. We have no Occaſion to create 
needleſs Troubles to ourſelves: Perhaps, we 
may find enough to do to encounter with ſuch 
as are neceſſary and unavoidable. when: oo 
This, I think, is a full Explanation of the 
Text in every Part of it. In he Management 
whereof I have endeavoured to keep up to the 
golden Medioctity between the Extremes of too 
much Penuriouſneſs and Parſimony on the one 
Hand, and too great Profuſeneſs and Prodi ality 
on the other: For not to allow ourſelves 755 18 
uſeful in a Time of Plenty, and to be laviſh in 
a State of Poverty, are both very abſurd and 

Irrational. 3 3 

As to the firſt of theſe, I haye ſpoken pretty 
largely upon it in the former Part of this Diſ- 
courſe, being moſt agreeable to the Deſign of 

my Text: And, therefore, ſhall now beg Leave 
to ſpeak ſomething of the latter, as not altoge- 

ther unſuitable to this preſent Audience. 

We can none of us be inſenfible of the fa- 
vourable Opportunity kind Providence hath in- 
ae cr dulged 


* 


of » 8bitcitous Cann) 139 
dulged” us with i the extrdordingry Plenty we 
have of late Years enjoyed, 'of making a com- 


: : " 


petent Proviſion for our ſelves and Families. 
What Uſe hath been made of it is very viſible 
to the World; and if I may be allowed the 
Freedom to deliver my real Sentiments, I believe 
I may take upon me to affirm,” that ſeveral - 
amongſt us have-not tranſgreſſed the Command- 
ment in my Text by taking too much Thought 
for the Morrow, haye not been over-ſolicitous 
about what they ſhall eat, or what they ſhall 
drink; or toherewithal they ſhall be cloathed. 
So far from this, that I rather imagine from 
their Idleneſs and Indolence that they take no 
rene 0 
nſtead of letting eve have its proper 
Portion of their Gare, Ich can bit earn 
enough by two or three Days Labour in the 
Week, to ſpend the reſt in 557 and Pleaſure, 
and indulging their own brutiſh Appetites, they 
care not what Diſtreſs and Poverty their Fami- 
lies are reduced to. Thus do they by a fatal 
Chymiſtry turn Gop's Bleſſings into a Curſe, and 
make thoſe very Things which ſhould have been 
1 Welfare, prove to them an Occaſion of 
ing. 4%, 7 + + 54 * 1 4. WHIP 
When they ſee any one go on in a frugal 
induſtrious Way, they are ready to ridicule and 
* him as fordid and niggardly, which 
rather than they will be guilty of, like Fools, 
they overpaſs the Medium, and run into the 
gone contrary Extreme of Profuſenefs and Pro- 


O 


But 
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But theſe Par. retches would do well to 
conſider that both the Extremes are alike con- 
 trary to the Rule of the Goſpel, and the ſame 
Scripture which bids: us, Beware of Covetouſneſs, * 
tell us likewiſe, that, he that doth not 77 a ne- 
ceſlary Care to. provide for , lis cun, and ſpecially 
for thoſe g bis qwn Houſe, hath denied the Faith, 
and is worſe than an Infidel, . | 


There is another Sort that I have ſomewhat 
to ſay to, and I have done, and that is a. falſe, 
whining, hypocritical Tribe, who out of a 

wa. Þ Zeal of ſeeking the Kingdom of 


. 
% 


count 
Gop and his Righteouſneſs, and taking upon 
them the great Work of Reformation, renounce 
their proper Callings, their ſecular Employments, 
and make it their Buſineſs to evangelize (as one 
of their double-inſpired Prophets terms it) 1. e. 
to wonder from Place to Place, under a Pretence 
of an inward Call from Gon, to promote the 
Intereſt of the Goſpel; tho at the ſame Time 
they broach ſuch Doctrines as tend only to cor- 
rupt wo alienate Men's Minds from the Simpli- 
b What, is there no Balm in Gilead? Have we 
no regular Phyſicians to cure Men's weak and 
wounded Conſciences, and reduce them from 
the Error ef their Ways, but cvery low Me- 
chanick ſhall ſet up for a Teacher and Inſtructor 
in Religion? Hath not. Gop appointed a Mini- 
ſtry for this Purpoſe, Men that are dedicated 
and ſet apart for this weighty and important 
Buſineſs, the Furtherance of the Salvation and 
| DEITY * COT EE 


St. Like xii, 15. » 1 Tin. v. 8. 
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e Sorretrovs Cane. st 
Welfare 1 * ht Intiafion 
of theſe bold and arrogant Uſurpers ? Let every 
ben hide in the ws Calling? heren be yn 
called- Let them follow their lawfal Callings 
(fach as they were bred. up to) with a modeſt 
fe e an endeavour by their 

oneſt Labour and Induſtry to diſcharge their 
lawful'Debts,” and do Juſtice to every Man with 
whom they have any Dealings and Intercourſe. 
This would be much more becoming than to 
aim at Things that are too high ſor them, 
Things that are quite out of their Sphere, and 
with a phariſaical Pride launch out into oſtenta- 
tious Boaſtings of their own Perfections, as the 
only Men that have the Gift of the Spirit; and 
in a fanatick Rage and Fury damn and ſink all 
ſuch as favour not their wild enthuſiaſtick No- 
tions, to the very Ahyſs of Hell with their un- 
charitable Cenſur o=mdga 
Theſe are very improper Evidenees of their 
Inſpiration, of the extraordinary Gift and Qua- 
lifications they boaſt of; and if they have no 
better Fruits than theſe to ſhew for: their ſeeking 
the Kingdom of Gon and his Righteouſneſs, 
their Search is evidently in vain and to no Pur- 
ſe. a | 5 
Nine of Fraud and Oſtentation, of Rancour 
and Bitterneſs, let them for their better Inſtruct- 
ion hear what the Prophet Micah faith, * Gop 
hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is good; and what - 
doth the Lokp require of thee, but to do juſtly, 
and to love Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy \ 
Gop ?- | | 47. 
This 
4 Chap. v. Verſe 8. ; 


, 
| 
| 

: 

| 
| 
| 
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5 This i is the true; Righteouſneſs which Goo 
which ey cyery aun — 

will — d 
ſeeking... A Righteouſneſs, this, 
oniy one that e with CHRIST in- 
tits) will ſtand us in any ſtead at the 
Jay of judgment; and which, if duly exerciſ- 
ed in the Kingdom of Grace, will wialbbly 
co Kingdom of Glory 
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An. ANS WER to ſome. On1zcTiONs 


againſt the Certainty | of. 4 F . 
JUDGMENT: 
S 1 
eee, 


2 Epiſtle of St. Px rxx, Chap / il; Ver 34. 


Know! this -frls, „, that there come in the 
3 La. Days S 722 walking fo their on 
, 
4. And ſaying g Where i is. the Prof his 
ing! Fur fince the Fathers fell aſleep, all Thr 
| Gran as they 0 e the Beginning, of £ 
eatzon. 


HERE. cannot be 4 morg «al 
Means made Uſe of bs wicked Men 
the Devil's, Agents and Inſtrument: ts] 
to promote the Intereſt of his King- 

dom, and check the Growth and Progreſs 7 
Chriſtianity, than the Arguing themſelves into a 
Diſbelief of the moſt important and fundamen- 
tal Truths of our Religion, ſuch as the Doctrine 
of the Reſurrection, the Immortality of the 
Soul, and a future Judgment; in as much as it 
roots out the tuo Maſter-Paſſians of the Heart, 
Men's Hope and Fear, than which nothing hath 
a more prevailing Influence upon the due Regu- 


lation 
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lation of our Conduct, being the ſtrongeſt We: - 
citement to Virtue, and a neceſſary Reſtraint to 
— 2 within the Bounds and * of our 


A BEE enim » Virtutem Pledtitur tim; | | 
Pens B tollas 25 | 2 
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For who de ever 2 Virtue purely 
4 for its. b Sake were there no Reward attend- 
ing the Practice of it?“ 
would be very ſmall Encouragement for 
, Chriſtians to perſevere. in the Exerciſe of religi- 
15 Duties, had © We. not a Proſpect of a greater 
ecompence of our pious* Labours than what 
we.generally, meet with. in this World: Nay, 
in this Life only wwe have Hope, we are of 
a Men "mf a. Becauſe Religion not 
Only \- debits us of thoſe ſenſual Delights and 
Pleaſures wherein we ſhould otherwiſe naturally 
indulge ourſelyes, but likewiſe expoſes the Pro- 
feſſors of it to T roubles and Perſecutions. And 
therefore thoſe Patrons of Libertiniſm who will 
be under no Reſtraint, but are for indulging to 
aft univerſal Latitude, repreſent Chriſtianity as a 
fruitleſs and unprofitable Profeſſion ; and, to 
diſcourage us from adhering to it, ſtrive to in- 
validate the Truth of thoſe Promiſes in the: Gol- 
pel, which make over to us eternal Life and 
Happineſs as the fure Reward of our "ne 
af Obedience. 5 
Such falſe Prophets and Teachers the Apoſtle 
complained of in his Time, and aſſures his Chri- 
{tan Proſelytes both in this and the preceding 
Chapter, 
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An ANSWER 70 ſome OBJECTIONS, &c. 14 5 5 
Chapter, that the latter Ages ſhall be infeſted 2 


with them, Men that privily ſhall bring in 
damnable Herefies, even . the LoxD that 


bought them, and bring upon themſelves Haft A 


ruction. And ma Ball follow their permcious 
2 ay of whom _ may of Truth _ 
be evil | 
In - ap bee, to heb them fiedfaſt | in 
the F aith, and: prevent their coming under the 
fatal Influence of theſe Seducers, he reminds 
them of thoſe exceeding great and precious Pro- 
miſes (as he terms them) Promiſes in whoſe 
Truth and Veracity they might very ſecurely 
confide, being not made up of cunningly de- 
viſed Fables, contrived by human Artifice and 
Invention, but ſuch as are grounded upon the 
moſt unqueſtionable Authority of holy and in- 
ſpired Men. So that, if they would but hold 
on in a diligent-and regular Diſcharge of their 
Duty, they ſhould be aſſuredly entitled, notwith- 
ſtanding any wicked Suggeſtions to the contrary, 
to a State of Happineſs in Heaven, a Happineſs 
ſo intenſely great and infinite, that what Trou- 
bles and Difficulties ſoever they ſhould meet with 
in their Chriſtian Courſe, twould abundantly re- 
compenſe both their Labours and thei? us 
fering : 
This he was willing to put have in nin of, 
not only in his Life-time,- but recorded it in his 
Epiſtles, that having Recourſe thereunto after 


his Death, they might monie | 


membrance of it. 
Ibis ſecond Epiſtle, ſaith he, Beloved, TD now 
write unto you; wen which 1 Air up your. pure 
L Minds 


. Safe 


_ cred, and, that they — 
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: pes by Way of Remembrance: Thet ye 


fil of the Wards: which were ſþgk e ob a 
1 ly Prophets, and .of the Commanament of us 
4 Apoſtles of the Lord and Sauiour: 1g 
il, char there ſhall come in the laſt Days 
r, walking after tbeir own Luis „and ſay. 
ing, Where is the Promiſe of bis. Coming! For 
Ane the Fathers fall aſleep, all Things continue as 
they were from the Beginning of the Creation. 
Nox my Buſinels at preſent is to endeavour 


| to- confute thoſe Objections which are raiſed 


againſt che Doctrine of CuRIST's coming to 
Judgment: And to do this as clearly and con- 
vincingly as 1 ane I ſhall Pace in this fol- 
lowing Method. 

"Fir, I ſhall conſider who are the — * of 
theſe Objections, and what Character they bear. 

Secondly, I ſhall farther conſider the Weak- 
neſs and Invalidity of thoſe Arguments which 
are made uſe of to ſupport them, 

And Leftly, The inconſiſtency . with | 
1 divine Attributes, v/z. the infinite V <xadity, 
Juſtice, and Goodneſs of Go. 

And Fir/t, I ſhall conſider who are the Au- 
ther — theſe Deen and what Character 

* 

This we have at the very Front of the: Text; | 
where they are termed Scoffers, walking after 
bein own, Luis: Men of looſe and profligate 
Lives, utterly devoid of 2 Senſe of ow 47 

e more freely in- 
dulge their corrupt and vicious Inclinations, en- 
r to remove out . the. Way whatever 


would 


GR GS * 


e 
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would ſtanch and hinder the impetuqus Torrent 
of their Luxury and Excess. 

Twauld be a mighty Damp to the bes 
Epicure in the moſt jovial and briſk Career 
his Impieties, to conſider that he muſt appear a 
the great Day of Tribunal before Goh and te 
inqumerable Company of Angels, 1 
muſt give a ſtrict Account of every 
Word, and Action, though never o ſecret! 5 
clandeſtinely carried on, that is not co ona 
and agreeable to the Will and Word of Gop. 
To prevent which, they ftrive to put far off 
from them the evil Day and, becauſe Sentence 
againſt an evil Work % not executed ſpeedily 
would argue both themſelves and others into 
Belief and Perſuaſion that it ſhall never "be 
executed. 

They will tell you that thoſe Paſſions d Af. 
fections which are implanted in our Natu 
were deſigned for no other End and DT 
than that we ſhoyld p leaſe and gratify them; 
that if there be ſuch a "Role as a "Go p.of ſuch 
infinite Perfections as he. is Nene tis be- 
neath his Care and Providence to concern him- 
ſelf with the Trapſadtions here below ; and that 


though there is ſuch a n 9 of as a ful 


ture ment,. wherein we ive an AC, 
e He done 15 55 dy, Tet” tis 
but a meer BY bear, an Invention of Pri- 
ſomething ' to atmiile the Fearful and 1 narant; 
but the Men of a politer Taſte, and RT 
Judgm gment, are under no ſuch A EY 
That there is no viſible Sign or Appearance of a 
Diſſolution; that the whale Frame or Syſtem of 
EY Nature 
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Nature- till continues as. it was from the, Begin- 


ning: And as for any Laws (Whether divine or 
human) being guarded with penal Sanctions to 
deter us from the Breach of them, we ſee them 
daily infring d and violated, with the greateſt 
Freedom and Impunity : That ſuch: as employ 


. fs 3 4 


Ir 


* 
2 


Wit and Power to defraud, circumvent, 


and oppreſs their weaker Brethren, are the Men 
that chiefly thrive and flouriſh in the World, 


- 


and have more than Heart could wiſh, i. e. in 


ſhort, that the greateſt Rogues and Villains 


= S SI #® I 3 4s 


Pleaſure. 


come in for the greateſt Share of P roſperity and 


- 


Now, were this the Caſe, the ſincere and 
upright Chriſtian might well cry out with Hops, 
Pf. Ixxiu. 13. when, he was Ck in the Gulph 
of Diffidence and Deſpair at the ſeeming Hap- 
_ pineſs and Proſperity of the Wicked; Verih, I 

} my Heart in vain, and waſhed my 
Hands in Innocency. But how well grounded 
this Opinion is, or upon what Foundation of 
Reaſon it is built, is what I come now in the 


Have cleanſe 


ſecond Place to conſider. 


9 


And here I think it is no 


difficult Matter to 


confute them from their own Argument, which 
is ſuch a ridiculous Piece of Sophiſtry as miſe- 
rably betrays. the Badneſs of their Cauſe, or at 
leaſt their weak and pitiful Defence of it. Be- 


4 = 


cauſe the Argument they make uſe of to ſup- 
on this Notion, doth manifeſtly overthrow it. 


For here is a palpable Contradiction in the Terms 


of the 08/7 Ia 


If the Fathers are fallen aſleep, I would aſk, 


How all Things continue as they were from the 


Beginning of 


e Creation? When 


FF 
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When Man was at firſt created, Gop inſpired 
him with the Breath of Life, made him an ac- 
tive Creature, endued with Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding, whereby he was made capable of Re- 
ligion, of knowing and ſerving © Gop, of per- 
forming the Will of his Creator by paying a 
ſtrict and uniform Obedience to the divine Laws, 
and conſequently of promoting the chief and 5 
ultimate End of his Creation, viz. the ſetting 
forth of Gop's Glory, and ſecuring his ' own 
preſent, but „ . future and everlaſting 
Happineſs. Such was Man's en, ſuch Hig | 


' Capacities and Powers. 


But is it ſo with them from whom this Breath 
of Life is taken? Do they continue as they 
were? The Fathers, where are they? And the 
Prophets, do they live for ever? No ſooner did 
their Breath 2 but ee, 
and were — again to their Duſt. 

But they will ſay, perhaps, that although 
there is a Change and Alteration in Man as to 
the Individuals, yet the Species is ſtill continued | 
by a Succeſſion of Poſterit. 

But what is all this to the Purpoſe ? What Te 
it to me, when I am gone, who comes after? 
What Pleaſure, faith Job, lutb a Man in hit 
Houſe after him, when the Number of bis Months- 
ig cut off ? None at all. For then all his Con- 
cerns here are entirely at an End, he is utterly 
excluded from the Affairs of this World, is no 
longer capable of doing any __ in, or receiv- 
ing any Benefit from it. . 

And if the Caſe be ſo avg Man, cat be i is 

L 3. 7; quite 
7 Chap. xxi. 21, 
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quite ſtript of all the Pleafures and Enjoyments 
of this preſent State, and hath no Aſſurance of 
E the next, he is worſe off 
the reſt of the Creatures. rtr 
In all Creatures there is a natural Inſtinct or 
Deſire, to be happy; which Happineſs all others, 
as well vegetable as ſenfible, enjoy by improving 
their reſpective Faculties to the utmoſt Perfection 
of Senſe and Vegetation, which is as much as 
y. require, Whatever is above this they, have 
no. " Appetite. nor Apprehenſion of, —— cone. 
quently; are happy without it, bein 
as they are wholly com pounded e Matter, of 
ing theniſelves about ſuch Oljetts as are 
ſpiritual and immaterial. 
Et then agreeable ith Reaſin r the Nanre 
& Things to imagine that this noble Creature 
Man, who was made but little lower than the 
1 ir Gon's: own Similitude, and in- 
veſted with reaſonable Faculties to embll hint to 
_ diſcern and purſue his trueſt Intereſt; to take a 
diſtant View of. Fhings, and have a Proſpect of 
a future State of Happineſs im another World. 
ſay, Ft reaſonable to ſuppoſt that Gow ſhould 
beſtow all theſe diſtinguiſhing Marks of Favour 
and 8 him, only to bring him into 
4 Foo P at laſt, — kk Thoughts 
and Deſires to What He is never Ike to attain to, 
and ſink him down to fuch' a Degree of Morta- 
lity and Corruption as to confine him to the dark 
Cells of the Grave, there to be, as though he 
had not been to lie, rot and putrify, till he is 
utterly loft in Oblivion like the very Brutes that 
periſh? No. Gop will not be thus — 
0 
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of the peculiar Object of his Love, but hath 
ſtill a future Recompence in Reſerve for him. 
As to the Soul of Man, which is of a divine 
Original, that cannot derive any true Satisfaction 
from the Pleaſures and Intereſts of this Life, 


which are all grofs, fitting ahd-unconſfant, too 


low for the Entertainment of ſo refined and ex-. 
cellent a Being. And therefore it is reaſonable 
to conclude that there is further Proviſion made 
for it of Things much more agreeable and anala- 
gous to the Dighity and Purity of its Nature. 
And though he undergoes the common Fate 
with all a ly Creatures in Reſpect of the Eo- 
dy, though in the Sight of the unwiſe this ſeems _ 
to die; yet no ſooner ſhall it he revived and 
juickened by its Reunion with the Soul at the 
Sound of the laſt Trumpet, but, being refined 
and ſpiritualized, they ſhall be caught up toge- 
ther into Heaven, there to partake of the moſt 
raviſhing Delights and Pleaſures, ſuch as are 
more ſuitably adapted to the ſpiritual and im- 
mortal Nature of Mankind, that are commen- 
furate with our Exiſtence, and ſhall laſt for 


Ever. | 


And this will be ſtill farther evident, if we 
conſider the contrary Opinion, that there will 
be no future judgment, nor Diſtribution of 
Rewards and Puniſhments in another World, 
is, as I come now to prove, inconſiſtent with 
the divine Attributes, vis. the infinite Veracity, 
Juſtice, and Goodneſs of Gp. Lag 
And t, tis inconſiſtent with Gop's Vera- 
city, foraſmuch as we have through the whole 
Tenor of the Goſpel, which is the Word of 


L 4 God, 


Fu 
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Gop, innumerable. Texts of Scripture to aſcer- 
tain us of the Truth and Certainty of a Reſur- 
rection to a future e 
Thus faith our Saviour to the unbelievit 
Fews, * Marvel -not at this: For the Hour 1s 
' Coming, in the which all that are in the Graves 
ſhall -h ear his Voice, and ſhall come forth, they 
that have done good,-unto the Reſurrettion of Life; 
and they that have done. evil, unto the Reſurrection 
of Tana on. And St. Paul Behold, I ſbetv 
jon a Myſtery; We ſhall not all [ ſeep, but we ſhall 
all be changed, in a Moment, in the Twinkling of 
an Eye, at the laſt Trump (for the Trumpet ſhall 
wy and the Dead ſhall be raiſed ee 
ble, 5 wwe ſhall be changed. And again. I 
ſaw the Dead, ſmall - great, ' fand before 
Gop; and. the Books, were opened : And another 
Book was opened, which is the Book of Lie: And 
the Dead were judged out of thoſe Things which 
were written in the Books, according to their 
Works. And the Sea gave up the Dead which 
were in it; and Death _—_ Hell delivered up the 
Dead whi < were in them : And they were judged 
every Man according to their Works. For though 
the Author of this Book of Revelation — 1 to 
ſpeak here as of ſomething that was paſt, yet 
tis to be underſtood as ſpoken prophetically of 
the laſt and general ee e And many 
other Places too tedious here to recite, | 
So that to deny the Truth of this is (to ſpeak 
in plain Terms) giving Gop the Lie. But Gop 
rs not 4 Man, that he ſhould lie, neither the 
Son 


85 „ 28. ex Cor. xv. fl, 52. Heb. ix. 2). 
and Revel. xx. 13. 14. | | | 


2 


ere 


we Dr. 


, % 
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Son of Man, that be ſhould repent :.. Hath: he ſaid, 
Son of he. not do it? Or bath be ſpoken, and. 
ſhall be nat make it good ? With bim is no Varia- 


' "eneſe, neither Shadow of Turning: But be is the, 


fame Yeſterday, and to Day, and P for. ever. His 
Decrees and Counſels ſtand fixt and unalterable.. 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs. 0 But bis 
Words ſhall not paſs away. 

Becauſe there is the ſame Appearance of all 
natural Things as from the Beginning, to infer 
from hence that Nature ſhall never be diffolved, 
is ſuch an abſurd and irrational. Concluſion as no 
reaſonable and conſiderate Man can ever be 
guilty of. 

What, are we to ſet 3 to the Decrees. 
and. Determinations. of Providence, or call i in 
Queſtion the Execution thereof, becauſe we 
have not lived to ſee it. We, who, as J 
tells us to check our Pride and Curioſity, are 


but of Yeſterday,” and know nothing, becauſe our. 


Days upon Earth are @ Shadow: 
The World, ſince Cop created it at the felt 


to the preſent Age we live in, by the beſt Com- 


putation, hath not laſted ſo much as ſix thou- 
ſand Years. And what is all this to fruſtrate. 
or make void the Immutability of his Counſel 
in the Diſſolution of it. Though it may ſeem 
to be of a great Dimenſion. to us, yet it is as 
nothing, when compared to the Infinitude ; of 
the divine Nature, ſince one Day is with | the 
LoRD gas 4 e Years, and a . Tears 
as one Day. | * 1 


7 Y Chap. viii. 9. 
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And yet, within this ſtnall Compaſs, we'ſhall 
find, if we. look back to ancient Records, that 
there hath been a Change, ea, and à very 
dreadful one too, when for the Wickedneſs of 
Man Gop ſent an univerſal Deluge i in the Days 
of Maß, whereby the World that then was, 
being overflowed with Water, periſhed. © + 
2 this, as the Apoſtle faith; they willin gly 
are ignorant of, i. e. they will not know! it, be 
inconſiſtent with the Intereſt of their Scheme. 

« *Tis true, Gop hath promiſed that he will 
no more cut off all Fleſh! by the Waters of a 
Flood, but that Nature ſhall hold on in its re- 

lar Courſe. Yet he nevertheleſs affures' us 
; that the Heavins and the Earth which are niw, 
by the ſame: te are kept in Store, referved 
15 10 the Day of Judgment ; and that when 
Meaſure of Man's Iniquities ſhall be fulfilled, 
an Gop ſhall come in the Heat of his Indigna- 
tion to execute his Fury and Vengeance upon 
his Adverſaries, the World and al Things that 
are therein fall be deſtroyed by a contrary Ele- 
ment, and utterly conſumed with Fire, © © 
That che World will not laſt for ever is wt 
the very Heathens were taught by the Dictates 
of natural Reaſon, without the Help or Affiſt- 
ance of Revelation. And though Ariſtorle = 
tended carneffly for its being rat: yet Plato 
and Pythagoras, and moſt of the reſt of their 
| aue wete of a different Opinion, and 
would have it that, as all Things were made of 
corruptible Principles, they would inevitably re- 
turn to Corruption. | 


Thus 


ta Se its i i ac 4 


ner th fone O er- Ge. 13 $ 


Thus much we may. learn from our own. Ob. 
ſervatiom and Experience 93 Things of the 
atte! 


moſt laſting and durable r, are in Time 
worn away; as we ſee the hardeſt Iron is con- 
famed with Ruſt. And if the Fabrick of the 
Univerſe be built of ſuch periſhable Materials, 
where the Parts decay, of neceffary Confe quence 
there will be a Diſſolution of the Whole. 
But /*cond\y, That Things ſhould” till conti 
nue in the ſame State they now axe in, would 


be inconfiſtent with the divine Jultice, the Pro- 


and Character of which. is fo render to 
y Man according. to his Deeds. | 
= Rl there eins to be Fur little Dif. 


r made in the preſent Execution thereof 


between the Merits and Demerits of its Obje&, 
For as the Preacher obferves,,* No Man triqweth 


either Love, o Harfe, By all that Fa before them. 


All Things come alllle 70 all, there is one Event to 
the Righteous and to the Wicked” Nay, many, 
Times the Wicked have, às to all out Ward Ap- 

, the greateſt Share of 'Hapj pineſs in this 
Life ; they ſwim in an uninterru de Flow. o 
Delights and Pleafures, whilft” A Good 
Virtuous are oppreffed. with Milerits. and Ca- 
lamities. 

Indeed, if Go p in the ſtrict Seerit 
Juſtice had been extreme to mark What we th. 
done amiſs; the moſt Uprig ht of us all would 
have deferved no better at his Hands than to 
be extremely miſerable. 

So happy was Man's Condition under the firſt 
Covenant, that; hatl he continued in Bis original- 

State 


* Eccleſ. ix. I, 2. 
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State of Innocence and Perfection, he was to 
have been tranſlated without dying from an 
earthly to a celeſtial Paradiſe. 

But when, through the ly and ſubtil 7 — 
ations of the . Devil, he prevaricated from his 
Obedience to his Maker by taſting of the for- 
bidden Fruit, he no ſooner. forfeited his Inte- 
grity, but he likewiſe forfeited all his Claim and 
Title to that Happineſs for which he was at 
firſt created; and we his wretched Gul be as. 
we partake with him in Guilt, ſhould be! 

f takers alſo of his Puniſhment. 

But God, full of Compaſſion and Mercy, 
and ever ſolicitous for the Good and Welfare of 
Mankind, was willing once more to try his Obe- 
dience, and entered into a ſecond Covenant, 
wherein he promiſed that the Seed of the Wo- 
man ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head. 

A Covenant confirmed and ratified. = the 
ſtrongeſt Ties and Aſſeverations. For when 
Gop renewed. it with Abraham, becauſe he 
could ſwear by no greater, he ſware by himſelf, 
ſaying, - Surely, Mee. T ** bleſs "oc and mul.- 
tiplying, Twill multiply thy. Seed as the Stars: of 
Heaven, and in hy Seed hall all Families of the 
Earth be bleſſed, i. e. there ſhould ſpring up. one 
out of his Poſterity that ſhould be the Saviour 
of the World, one, Who by. his infinite Merits 
and Satisfaction ſhould releaſe us from the Guilt 
and Puniſhment of our Sins, and reinſtate us in 
a Capacity of Happineſs and Salvation. Sa that 
if we faithfully and diligently, perform the Con- 
dition of Obedience on our Part, it is dane 

u 


\ 
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fulfil the Promiſes in which he is engaged by 


— — 


nite Godneſs. a r * 
Tas this that firſt contrived, promoted and 
Mins Redemp- 
tion. He had no other Motive to concert Mea- 
ſures for accompliſhing it than the Impulſe of 
his own Goodneſs; was under no other Obliga- 


- * P 
: 


tion than the Conſtraint of his Love... 
In this, faith St. Tobn, was manifeſted the Love 
of Gop towards us, becauſe that Gop ſent his only 
begotten. Son into the World, that we. might live 
through him. And as St. Paul concludes, * He 
that ſhared. not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all, will doubtleſs with him alſo freely give 
us all Things, all Things that are requilite to per- 
petuate and compleat our Happiness. 
Thoſe whom be loveth, le loveth unto the © 
End. And though his Love is not ſo conſpicu- 
ous in this preſent State, but that he ſeems to be- 
have-indifferently to all in ſome Inſtances of his 
Providence; yet when the great Day of Retribu- 
tion comes wherein he will make up his Jewels, 


We ſhall. find the Caſe to be quite otherwiſe. For 
Bet pr 5 then 
Y 1 Hille ir. 9. Kom. viii. 32. | 
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then he will ſet upon us ſuch Marks of Diſtinc- 
tion, according to our different Behaviour in this 
Life, that it Will be an eafy Matter to diſcern 
between the Righteous and the Wicked; be- 

-4ween him thaf ſeryeth Gop, and him that 
ſerveth ig not. . A De 
e de een fen your be- 
tience, I ſhall cloſe all with a Word or two. © 
The Uſe, and Intent of this Doctrine is to re- 
vive and eſtabliſh the true Spirit af Chriſtianity, 
to reſtore it where it is loſt by Way of Exhorta- 
tion; and by Way of Encouragement, to confirm 
and ſtrengthen it in ſuch as have lived under the 
Guidance and bleſſed Influences of it. 
And I ſhall addreſs myſelf, in the firſt Place, 
to the looſe and profligate Part of Mankind, 
who walk after the Fleſh in the Luſt of Un- 
cleanneſs, and (as you tender your everlaſting 
Welfare and Security) earneſtly exhort you to 
. repent. Let the Wicked forſake his Way, and 
the unrighteous. Man his Thoughts: And let him 
return unto the LoRD, and he will have Mercy 
"Ad him, and to our Gon, for he will abundantly 
EE 3 e 
This is Gop's own Advice by the Mouth of 
his holy Prophet Jalab *, which if you give 
good Heed and Attention to, fo as to be'influ- 
enced by it, well. If not, but you refuſe to 
hearken to his friendly and repeated Calls and 
Invitations to Repentance, and are ſtill reſolved. 
to perſiſt in your wicked Courſes, know for a 
Certainty there will be a Time when he will call 
you to a ſtrict Account, and all ſuch ſtubborn 

A ; | and 
2 Chap. Iv. 7. 


Tyrant in his Cruelty and Oppreſſio 
in his Craft and Subtilty , the Stateſman in his 
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and incorrigible Sinners, of | what Kind ſoever 


they be, and ſaxerelypuniſtt Non 1 


obedience and Ingratitude. 3.00 CAR - 1834 
For, though you- go on with. never fo anch 


Succeſs and Jollity in your reſpective Gratifica- 


tions and Deſires, the Malicious in his devilifh 
Enterpriſes, the wanton Satyr in his. Luſt, the 
n; the Knave 


Policy, the ſenſual — in his Pleaſure, and 
the Prophane and Atheiſtical in his Infidelity, 
no Credit to either the Threats or Pro- 


giving 
miſes of the Goſpel, and ſo living in an open 


Defiance of Gop's Laws, and Ridicule and Con- 
tempt of all Religion; what you will not now 
believe, you ſhall be then thoroughly convinced 
of by ſad and woful Experience, made ſen- 
ſible, when it is too late, of the Miſeries walls 
2 have brought upon yourſelves. 

For then there will: e an ultimate Valete to 
the Senſe of your paſt Pleafures ; it is the Time 
of Recompence when every Man ſhall ſoon 
know:his Doom; for a ſhort Work ill the LoRD 


| make upon the Earth. 


Then ſhall be laid open to your View a mot 

y and dreadful Scene of Horror, when 

all Nature ſhall tremble at the Anger of an 
incenſed GOD: How much greater Agonies 
then, think ye, muſt your guilty” Souls be in, 
at whom the Fierceneſs of his IT a 18 
A levelled. : LIST 
Then you will tremble to ſuch a Degree (Ike 
only Belſhhazzer) at the Effuſion of. the Vials 
of Sor s Wrath, that your Knees ſhall mite 
: one 


— - 
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one againſt another and in a terrible Fright and 
Conſternation call to the Mountains to fall upon 
you, and to the Hills to cover you. But in vain 
all ye fly to theſe for Refuge: Neither the 
Earth nor Heavens can ſhelter you from his 
Fury: For the Earth ſhall be clean diſſolved, 
and the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a mighty 
Noiſe, as a Scroll when it is wrapt together, 
and thoſe glittering Orbs, that adorn and beau- 
tiſie the ſpacious Canopy with their Luſtre, be- 
ing hurled into Confuſion, the Elements ſhall 
melt with fervent Heat, and yourſelves ſhall be 
deſervedly thruſt droum into the infernal Pit, 
there to undergo the moſt exquiſite Torments 
out of which there is no Redemption, the in- 
ceſſant Gnawing of a never- dying Worm, and 
the ſcorching livid Flames of unquenchable 
2 b e i e TH 
hut as for you on the Right Hand, who have 
regulated your Lives by the Rule of Gop's 
Commandments, and uſed your conſtant and 
ſedulous Endeavours to. diſcharge your Duty, 
take Courage, and lift up your Heads, for your 
Redemption draweth — 2 | IG 
op is not unrighteous, to forget your Work 
and Labour of Love: And what Diſcourage- 
ments ſoever. ye meet with from the World to 
hinder you from perſevering in the Practice of 
it, tho' it is your Lot to ſutfer Tribulation, yet, 
if ye endure the Croſs, ye ſhall obtain a Crown, 
eſpecially if ye ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, he 
will exalt you to a moſt eminent Degree of 
Happineſs. 6 2 2 57 5 


He 


vV” ., e 


"0-2 _— — = * 


ohe vo Ws" © ee 


e to ſome Os Jeefions, Ger 161 
He hath committed all judgment unto the 


4 


Son, who will duly execute the ſame to the un- 


ſpeakable Advantage of all true and faithful 


hriſtians; and as he hath inchoated and carried 105 


on by what he hath done and ſuffered for you, 


ſo will he with the ſtricteſt Rules of Tuſtice, 


Tenderneſs and Fidelity, compleat the Work of 
your Redemption. 


In his Father's Houſe. are many Manſions, 


whither he is gone to prepare a Place for you; 
where though he may ſeem to you to tarry long, 
he will not leave you comfortleſs, but will cer- 
tainly come again, and receive you to himſelf, 
that where he is, there ye may be alſo, and (as 


Heirs of Gop, and joint Heirs with CarisT) 


for ever partake with him of the Reward of 


the ON in the 2 8 82 of your hea- 


vealy F ather. . * 
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NE VII. XI. 76. 8 
Fans uh e the Gfgring of Davin, and 


999 2001 the bright OF; 


a clear Way to my Text, 
＋ 2 2 * to look back to the Begin - 
ning of the preceding Chapter, 
' 83881 where St. Jun, who wrote the 
Book of the Revelation, gives us 
an Account of a Conference that was held with 
him, and which was begun by a Voice from 
Heaven, that he that ſpake to him fat upon the 
Throne, who appears in the Sequel of the "Oy 
to be the Son of Gop. 

At Verſe 4. tis ſaid, that Gop ſhall wipe a- 
way all Tears from gur Eyes ; 25 there ſhall be no 
more Death, nor Sorrow, 5 Punt, nor Pain: 
For the former Things are And in 
the next Verſe. he that © > Throne, 
ſaid, Behold I make al Tings 1 s — The Mean- 
in 3 of which is, that at — End of the World, 
Nature ſhall be diſſolved, there ſhall be 
another Face of Things than what is here, 
when we ſhall enter into a new State of Life, 
adorned and illuſtrated with quite different Qua- 
lifications. | As 
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As a Preludium to this happy State, | 
tells us at Verſe g. that rg A to 1 
of the ſeven Angels, which had the Effuſion of 
the Vials of God's Wrath, and talked with him, 

ing, Come bither, I will Jhew thee the Bride, 
the Lamb's Wife. And (as it follows) the An- 
gel carried him in the Spirit to a great and high 
Mountain, whence he gave him a Proſpect of 
the heavenly Teruſalem, of which we 2 
large De n from Verſe 11. of the 21 
Chapter to erſe 6. of this 222. 

This Account the divine Penman was to tranſ⸗ 
mit to Poſterity in Writing, that by the amiable | 
Deſcription which he gives of a. holy . 
| eee no e- Thing 8 | 

be ſtirred: up to the greateſt Diligence (as 
the Time drawers near) to qualify and prepare 
ourſelves for it. 

For this Book of the Revelation is to cloſe the 
Hiſtory of the Goſpel, and to ſhew every Man 
that according as his Behaviour hath been, ei- 
ther conformable to, or diſſonant from this di- 
vine Canon, ſo he ſhall be conſigned over of 
Tara chr" agg to a State of endl 

pineſs or Miſery 

why Verſe 6. the Perſon that firſt ſpake to St. 
Joby renews the Conference with him, and to 
tix this good Man's Attention to what he had 
ſeen and heard, and to give it the greater Force 
and Efficacy, he ſpeaks thus, Theſe Sayings are 

Faithful and true. And the Lon Gop of the 
holy Prophets ſent his Angels to.ſhew unto his 
Servants the Things which muſt ſhortly be 
havens Behold, faith * came quickly. "Ihe 
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End gr Deſign of his Coming he further de- 
clares at Verſe 12. It is to Judgment. Behold, 
T come ' quickly, and my Reward is with me, to 
give every Man according as his Work ſhall be. I 

am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, 

the Firſt andthe Laſt. Here he ſhews the Eternity 

of his Exiſtence, that as he was before all Time, 
ſo he ſhall ſtill exiſt, when Time ſhall be no 
more, | 

__ Verſe 16. out of which I have choſen my 

Text, he thus proceeds; J Jeſus have ſent mine 
Angel to rebifs unto you theſe Things in the 
Churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of 
£2 Danid; and the bright and morning Star. 
lere he ke upon the Myſtery of his In- 
carnation by terming himſelf the Root and Off. 
ſpring of David. For how he can be the Root 
and Offspring of the ſame Perſon, * lies the 
M 
. undertake fully to explajn this to you 
would be a very fooliſh and preſumptuous At- 
tempt. For could I do this, it would be no 
longer a Myſtery. But I ſhall' endeavour to put 
tit in as clear a Light as I can, fo far forth as is 
conſiſtent with Reaſon and Revelation. 
- And, firſt of all, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 
you in what Reſpect he is the Root of David. 
The Expreſſion is metaphorical, and alludes 
to a Tree or Plant, whoſe Root in Priority of 
Nature is before the Buds or Branches chat 
ſpring from it. 
Ihe Root, when it is put into the Gd: 
by that Nouriſhment which it derives from it, 
. an Offspring, from whoſe Seed, by the 


Series 
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Series of a natural Production, ſpring forth others 
of. the ſame Kind. 

This among Vegetables, ſuch as Trees and | 
Plants, I call a natural Production or Increaſe, 
which amongſt human Race and other Animals 
is carried on by a natural Generation, when by 
the Conjunction of Male and Female they pro- 
pagate their Species, and produce an Offspring 
of the ſame Nature with themſelves. 
By this univocal Cauſality (as the Schoolmen 
call it) the firſt Adam, who was formed out of 
the Duſt, and conſiſted of a Soul and Body, 
was the Root of all his Poſterity. 55 

But this cannot be applicable to our Saviour, 
neither ought we to have ſuch groſs and ca 
Notions and Conceptions of him as to thi 
that he is the Root of David by, a natural Ge- 
neration. 

Till his Incarnation or Coming i in che Fleſh, 
which was long after David's Time, he Was a 
Being purely ſpiritual and immaterial; and 
inen dent with Reaſon and the N 
Things to imagine, that ſuch a Being as this, 10 . 
refined and intellectual, ſhould by a Fe Ge- 
neration produce an Offspring of a SY cor- 
poreal Subſtance, as Man is. 

No, he is the Root of David in a more ſu- 
blime and elevated Senſe, not by a natural Gene- 
ration, but by a divine and ſupernatural Power, 
which he exerciſed in the original Creation and 
Formation of Mankind. 

The Arians, who deny the Divinity of our 
Saviour, will have it that * was not from ever- 
laſting, that there was a Time when he was 

1 not, 
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abt, that he was made for our Sikes, that Gov 
y him, as by an Inſtrument; might create us, 
And that, b he not been, Go had not Been 
moved to create us. 
- _ An Aſertion this, equally aura and blaſphe- 
Wolls. For Here vou fee they make him no 
more than an Inſtrument ſubfervient to our Cre- 
ation; whereas GOD had no Octaſion for Tools 
e , Who by a Wotd 
duced all Thin ngs out of roving. 
: PYalmiſt aſſerts of all Creatures 
Fee x 5 ake the Worl, and they were made, 
8 And the ere Created. 
Belldes, to admit into che Work of the 
eien, and then to firip kim of his dwine 
Power, without which he 60010 never be capa- 
tated for that Work, doth fhanifeftly ſlie w the 
eakneſs of their Argument, if we confider 
this great Work of 7 ihe Creation is. Tis 
as I before obſerved) a prodiacing Somet 
out 'of Nothing. 
©. To fom a Thitig out of pre-exiſtent Matter 
EC F © thore than what Man can do, as the Potter 
Bath Puiber buer. the Clay to bring it into whit 
Snape ſbever he pleaſeth. 1 


But to produce a Thing out 4 Nothing 
Yorth. that 5 J ping Suit into the 
And Figure of a 7 and inſpire it wich the 
ey of Lif Is a Work compatible to 1825 
'Gov, a eing of divine and infinite Per- 
fections, a Power no leſs than Omnnipotence 


Ke. | 
| An 


RT +» Pſitm cxtviii. 5. 
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And that this Power was attributed as well 
to the Son as to the Father is evident from St. 
Paul's Teſtimony, where he tells us that by 
bin were all Things created that are in wy 
and that art in Earth, vifible and inviſible,” whe- 
ther they be Thrones, ar Dominions, or rincipali- 
Her, or Powers: All Things were created by hin, 
orb for him. And be is before all Things, and 
2 Thin q con Teh ik my e this 
e Son is plain and manife e preced: 
Verſes, And in the firſt G of TR 
Goſpel, * In the Beginning was the Word,” anil the 
Word was with Gor," and the Word was Goy. 
bo ſame was in the Beginning with Go. 
ings wer? made by bim (not as an inftramental, 
Th efficient Cauſe and without Pim as "not any 
made that was made. 5 
CuRIsT were no more than an Inſtrument 
in the Creation, what Ned" was there of the 
Father's conkiflin him about it, as he ſeems 
to do? Sing, ix Man in our Lnge, 
after our ou L 
An eg is left » the Guidance 
1 Direction of che Operator that makes ufe of 
But fromthe Father's cbffſülting With "the 
525 other Perſons in the Trinity in the Work 
of the Creation, tis manifeſt that they had ei- 
Wache them an equal Power wich the Father 


St. Cyril in his Rematks" u u this Text 
ſpeaks thus: Here Moſes: "the Ho- 
{ M 4 | «Cc nour 
© Col. i. 16, 179, © Verſen, 2, 3. Gengſis i. 26. 


f Ou Yu aegiwgaay sig Toy @aTige. ivory, c. Car. 40. 
Pag. 202. 
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« nour of the Deity. as well to the Son as to the 
2 « Father, to ſhew that Man is the Creature and 

« Workmanſhip, not only of the F. ather, but . 
* alſo of our . Lok. Jssus CnrisT.” For 
(as according to what our Saviour tells the 

Fs (peaking in Reference to himſelf.) be 

| — ag of. himſelf, but what he ſeeth 
the. Father: do, ſo neither can the Father with- 
out th, Co-operation. of; the. Son; who though 
they a up; 880 onally- diſtin, yet by N of | 
the. dig le Unity of their Nature are 8 704 
concerned in every Action; and therefore, What 
Things ſoever the Father 85 theſe alſo doth the 
Sen Iitereiſe. 
| Agreeable 88 3 Words ES $. 
i "Hilary: > « Foraſmuch as 1 only begotten 
« Son of the Father, was concerned in 
Works that were wrought. by his Father's 

10 1770 he claimed the * Power to Far 


«from the don, as he had e it by ag | 
of Birth and Inheritance. 
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no other Senſe than as he Was an ER 
Gop, the Creator and Governor of all Things. 
And how this infinitely glorious and eternal 
Being became the. Offspring of News! is Matter 
ee Enquiry. (x. RIP BFA 
1 ; 80 


EN le v. 16. | 
» Cum unipenitus Deus baren virtutis, &e. 1. 7. de 2 


4 


; » 
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80 great was his Humility and tender Com- 
paſſion for Mankind, that though he was in the 
Form "of Gon, and thought it not Robbery to be 
equal with Gop ; yet for us Men, and for our; Sal- 
vation, who by the original Tranſgreſſion of our 
firſt Parents, ng the 5 actual ones which we 
have ſince been guilty of, were rendered ob- 
noxious to everlaſting Mifery, he made himſelf 7 
no Reputation, took hw him. the Form of a Ser. 
want,” and was made in the Likeneſs of Men; that 
by the ſtrict Obedience of his Life, and the me- 
ritorious Sufferings of Death, he might "reſcue 
and deliver us both from our Guilt and Puniſh- 
ment. | 
To which Purpoſe he choſe to be born of a 
pure and immaculate Virgin, one that mira- 
culonſly conceived him in her Womb, not b& 
any carnal Copulation, but by the Qbumbjratiar 
of the holy Spirit Gon. 

This is a great Myttery, ſuch as. our nathgh 
Reaſon could never have comprehended, had.it 
not been revealed to us in the Scriptures. "Aka 
— we haye Reaſon to cry out with the 
Apoſtle, O the Depth of "the Riches both of the 
dam and Knvaltoe of God! Hb unſearch-. 
hl are tis Fudgments," and his Way Faſt Jnaing 
but PEI 
Thus we read, St. Luke \ thi at the An 10 
Salutation of the bleſſed Virgin, he ſpake to 
in theſe Words, "Fear not, Mary, for thou hap 
found favour with God. And behold, | thou ſhalt 
conceive in thy Womb, and bring ff a Son, and 
—* call 15 Name IJrsus. ; 
8 Rem. xi. 33. k Chap. i. 30, 31. 
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poſſibility of che Thing, anſwered, Hunv Gall this 
be,. ſeeing ] know * 4 Man; To which the 
Angel makes this Reih; The hoy Ghoſt Jhal 
come upon thee, and the Power. of the Higheſt ſhall 
overſhadow thee : Therefore alſo that boly Thing 
We At be barn of thee, bull be called the Son 
his is no more than what the Prophets fore- 
told ſhould be, as you may find, Jer. xxxi; 22. 
The Lord hath created a nerv 1 the Earth, 
a:Waman Jhall compaſs a Man. d Jaiab vii. 
when Abar King of Judab diſtruſted Gop's Pro- 
miſe of Deliverance from his Enemies, Gon by 
the Mouth of his holy Prophet offered to confirm 

it with a Sign. - Aft thee a Sign of the Loup thy 
Bop, &c. Which when he refuſed to alk, the 

Prophet rebuked him for his Incredulity, and 
ſaid, Hear ye now; O Houſe of Jacob, is it a ſmall 


Thin for you. 10 weary Men, but will e OCATY 12y 
Goo «lp Thovfore the Tonn Kal Ball gre 
5 5 


dan @ Sign. Bebold, a Virgin ſhall conceive, . an 

2 forth a Sen, 2 | bis Name Imma- 
3 Butter and Honey ſhall he eat, that he may 
know to refuſe the Euil, and chooſe the Good. For 
Before the Child ſhall know to refuſe the Evil, and 
obooſe. tbe Goad, the Land which thou abhorreſt 
65 be forſaken of both ber Kings And again”. 


-Unto us a Child is born, unta us a Son is given, 


be Government ſhall be upon his Shoulder : And his 

Mme ſhall. be called, Wonderful, Counſellor, The 

mighty Gop, The everlaſting Father, "The Prince of 
Peace: Of the Increaſe 


"EN Chap, ix. Verſe 6, 7, 


of his Government and 
Peace 
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Patt "there bl Be nd End, un the Throne" 
David and upon bis Kingdom, to order it, and” 
140 Tt with udgment and ith Juice, 1 0 
2 All which Prophefies 
were. AAR cr Incarnation and Na- 


tivit 
Win will be furtlier ec if wwe took 
back to thoſe Propheſies which mention the 
ticular Circumſtances of the Time, and Phe, 
when, and where, he mould pe born. 2 
As to the Circum 60 of che Time, we : Tab 


that from” 605 7 8 he Wis ble | 
1 . Ml phe Wow * 
e tells at t nor 
Judah, »v- wk e Bertdern \bts 42 
wt Shiloh come, 5 unto. Ws of ll the Gabe | 

of 'the People Be. And (as 55 
Hy informs us) the e e 
not ceaſe till Herod, who was an Alien, too 
the Governmertt upon Hinder, Unter 0 our 
S$yiour Cuktsr Wis born.” "Atta. as, to what 
1 2 bum ol the Gatherfvi 20 0 
| is of? Was bes ed 
Acceffion of che Gen 2 7 ane 7 

d as to the Circupaitance of the Plies) fad 

cab v. 2. Thiu n phratah, 7hough 
Bk. [ittle amg the "Thouſand; Euch, yet 45 
of thee hull be come 7b! 70 -ky "4 ts 70 be Ruler 
in Iſrael.” And it you. conſult with the. Evan- 
Selen, they will tell you that he was born there. 
That 22 was of the Hoafe of David is clear, 
not only from tlie Predictions of the Prophets, 
but from the Genealogy of CHRIST *, where 


Joſeph, 


= Ge, ab. fo. „EN Bel, hte, L if . 5. © Be Kare, l 
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ad to whom his Virgin-mother was e- 


1s repreſented | to bs a Deſcendent from 
avid * Da the_Line of Nature, or the. Rule 
imited in the Lay, And if fo, then the bleſſed 


8 muſt be of the ſame Tribe or Family. 
| (Becauſe it was not allowed under the Jewnſh 


Law that (ang, 10% WAY one of a fernt 


Tribe. a 


GOUINIKI $£! Lid 14 
This is ES „ even the, * 


and Phariſees e n our Saviour aſked 


them, What think, ye of. feen, Whoſe Son is 


hes e bin, The Son of David... .He 


faith. unto them, Haus then doth David in Spirit 
call him 7 ſaying, The. Los. ſaid: unto. 
Loxkn, fit. thay. en bt. Hand, till I ma 
thine Enemies thy Far 8 ＋. David Fits call 
bim Lokp, bo is he 05 Sor This put them 
to a Fe o chat SO rs not 9 7 FA 


* 


514 „ 


a rom his divine FI ature, as appears ; 1 
their Behaviour to him , where we read that 


When he told them, Before Abraham was, I am, 
they were ſo enraged, that Ay, took up Stones. to 


: ff at him 


< 


% * 


They expected a Meſſias,. one that (ould. ex- 
e a temporal Power (though he had aſſured 
them that his Kingdom was 1 of this World) 
and that ould appear with great Pomp and 
Splendor. And becauſe our Saviour appeared 
in a quite different Manner amongſt them, very 
mean and a AS dilouned him for * 


/ WC 
% 23 of & % * 1 444 et 7 1 0 
= 4 


v5 St. Ae, xii. 42, 43, 44 4. RR Jobn viii. 39. 
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Meſfias;- and looked. upon it as a: Piece of Blaſ- 
phemy, | when he ſaid, I am the Son f GOD. 
An Inſtance thus of an incurable Blindneſs 
and Infatuation. For if the Phariſees and Doc- 
tors, who pretended to be learned in the Law, 
had but impartially viewed and conſidered the 
prophetical Writings concerning him, 
might have eaſily gathered from thoſe: 
Texts of Scripture that prove him to be mu 
Offspring of David, that he; who was better 
than the Angels, was of a Nature infini 
ſuperior to that of David, whoſe: En bs. 
WAS, 

Thus Fer. xxiii. 5. | Behold,” the Days came, 
ſaith the LoRD, that Fill raiſe unto David a 
righteous Branch, and a King ſhall reign and 


proſper, and ſhall execute Judge and Fuſtice in 


the Earth. In bis Days Judah ſhall” be ſaved, 
and Iſrael ju dwell ſa 9 And this is bis Name 
whereby ſhall: called, THE LORD 
ous RIGHTEOUSNESS, And 
Jſaiab ix. 7. above - cited, Of tbe Increaſe of hts 
Government there ſball be no End. And Pſalm 
xlv. 7. Thy Throne, O Go, is for ever and ever, 
And again E/ lxxii. which though it be intitled 
a Pſalm for Solomon, yet what is there literally 
ſpoken of. Solomon hath a myſtical Senſe couched 
under it that hath Relation to CHRIST, who 
was to deſcend from him, as appears from ſe- 
veral Paſſages therein which cannot be properly 
applied to any earthly Potentate. 

Beſides, the ſtupendous Miracles which he 
ee, and which he had Recourſe to for 


St. Jen x. 36. 


% 9 _ 
. 
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the Proof of his Divinity , fuch as fecding a 
_ vaſt Multitude ing of he Seay caſe two Fiſhes j 
| ; out De- 
rl ei malignant 
Diſeaſes a _ Wende or Touch; raiſin 
the Dead to Life; and (which was the mel 
Miracle of all) what he wrou upon — 
by quickening his own Body at his Reſurrection; 
one would imagine ſhould have been ſufficient to 
convince the moſt hardened Infidel of his di- 
vine and infinite Power, and (though he a 
peared amongſt them viſible as a Man) that 2 
was alſo Goo. 

Thus have I ſhewed' in _ Senſe 
 Cunrsr may be ſaid to be the Root ng 
David. 2 in Re- 
of his Divinity, and he was the Offspring 
David in R _ his Humanity. 


He knew the Neceflity of his taking our Na- 
tars upon Mm to 8 liſh the great Work of 
our Redemption. For had he been Gob, and 


not Man, he could not have ſuffered. Had he 
been Man, and not Gop, he could not have ſa- 
tisfied. And therefore he became o., the 
Gop<Man, that by the Union of the two Na- 
tures (the divine and human) he might both 
ſuffer and ſatisfy for the Sins of the whole 


__ World. 


I now proceed to make good his other A 
lation, and w ſhow you why he is called the 
bright and morning Star. 

No this, like the two Former, vie. the Root 
8 Offipring of David, is metaphorically ſpoken, 


as 


« St, John x. 25, 38. 
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as whatever the Nature and Attributes of Gop 
Aluce to, is to be underſtood either by Way of 


Metaphor, or Anal 
© 'Rxcelteiibits and Perfec- 


For ſo great are 
tions of divine Nature, that 'we are at a 
Loſs for Words to expreſs them. And there- 
fore, Gop, in Condeſcenfion to the Weakneſs 
of our Capacities, vouchſafes to make Uſe of 
ſuch Terms in Scripture as are agreeable to our 
ſenſitive Faculties. 
And tho * obvious to our — oY comes 
mort of, cannot Glory, 
Go 8 infinitel tranſcendent Ly Th 
> the more ſplendid and glorious 8 Thing is 18, 
Pee 1 ber to fin wi 
ay Father's Glory, and the 
<= 1 his Perſon. ts | 
| e whi Caſt he makes Uſe of ſuch Kinds 
of Similitudes, when he calls Himſelf the Light 
8 World *, and in my Text the brigbt and 
a es Aa _— = ＋ 70 iv. 2. . Pro- 
im # e 
apt yp to him whoſe kind Office it ok 
bring us out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light, 
as theſe heavenly Conſtellations releaſe us from 
the diſmal and melancholick Scene of Obicurity 
by whering in the Day, and introduce us throu 
the -gratual Inereaſe of their Lade from jt ff 
Dawning to its meridian Brightneſs. 
Grotius compares it to a Perfon's coming out 
of a Den, where the nearer he approaches to 
the Mouth of the Cave from the 3s and diſ- 


9 the more he ſees of the 
t St. Fobw vii. 12. 


Light. 
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Light. So the further a Man advances from a 
State of Heatheniſm, or Judaiſm, to Chriſti- 
anity, the more the true ight of the __ 
3 irn 414; 

11 755 this Light and Revelation of che Goſ- 

5 as well as Gentiles (notwithſtanding 
Wow the Advantage of the divine Oracles) 
were far from arriving — a full Diſcovery of the 
Truth, foraſmuch as Things were repreſented 
to them under ſuch dark Types and Shadows 

as rendered them very obſcure and unintelligi- 
be, il till che Day-ſpring Jrom on high did viſit 


5 as thick Fogs and Exhalations in the 
K are ſcattered by the vigorous Beams of 
the Sun, 55 no ſooner did this Sun of Righteouſneſs 
ariſe, but he diſpelled the dark Ceremonies of 
the "Moſaick Law, took off the Vail of Igno- 
rance from their Hearts, and gave them a clearer 
and more perfect Knowled ge and. Practice. of 
their Duty. 

By his Doctrine, Example and Miracles, he 

ve the ſtrongeſt Evidences of the Truth -of 
A Commiſſion, that he was no Cheat. or Im- 
| Poſtor, but the promiſed Meſias that was come 
to be the Saviour of the World. A Doctrine 
wiſely calculated for the Improvement of moral 
Virtues, as appears from his excellent Sermon in 
the Mount , and which ſet forth their Duty to 
them in ſo clear a Light, that twas impoſſible 
it ſhould eſcape their Intelligence, unleſs they 
wilfully ſhut their Eyes againſt it. An Exam- 
ple * conformable thereunto through his 


ſpotleſs | 


u St, Matt. v. 


— - 
* va. 
* 2 


/ 
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ſpotleſs Innocence and Integrity of Life, and 
backt with ſuch inimitable and ſurpriſing Opera- 
tions, that (as I ſaid before) one would imagine 
- ſhould have been ſufficient to convince the moſt 
hardened Infidels of their Errors, and Sonfirm 
and eſtabliſh them in the Truth of his Religion. 
- Nay, ſo great an Effect it had upon the very 
Devils themſelves, that they were awed and 
terrified at his Preſence, and forced to own and 
confeſs him to be the Son of Gop: And the 
Deceiver of Mankind, when he found 
e could no longer im Error for Truth, 
was ſo baffled and diſappointed in his miſ- 
chievous Devices, that he retreated with Shame 
and Confuſion. For if you will give any Cre- 
dit to Hiſtory, it will tell you, that no ſooner 
was CuR1sT exhibited, but the Heathen Ora- 
eles, through which the Devil carried on the 
Cheat, were all on a ſudden ſo univerſally ſi- 
lenced, that (as one ſaith) * Ne umn quidem 
i Juperſit there is not ſo much as one of. them 
cc 55 f . av +4 
Thus were all the Powers of Darkneſs ſub- 
dued and vanquiſhed at the Appearance of this 
bright Luminary, being wholly unable to en- 
dure the Splendor and Glory of his incompa- 
rable and moſt ſovereign Perfections. 


To apply and conclude. | | © 
The preceding Doctrine, which ſhews in 
what Reſpect our Saviour is the Roof and O 
ſpring. of David, is not only a Confutation of 
the Arian. Hereſy before ſpoken of, which ob- 
jects againſt his Divinity; but likewiſe ſerves to 
ee ” condemn 
Pet. Martyr, Lor, com. p. 42. 
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eondemn that brutiſn Sect the ks, Who 
deny his Incarhatiaon, that lie was born of the 
bleſſed Vitgin, repreſenting it as a meer Fiction 
and Counterfeit, quite contrary! to. all the Tefti- 
monies of it in Scripture, not only the Predic- 
tions of the Prophets; but the Shepherds, and 
the Magi, the facet af which were led bythe 
Piections of an Angel; and the latter by tlie 
Guidance of a Star, to the very Place of his 
n and were Eye-witneſſes of it. go 
Now for any to imagihe that theſe Witheſtes 
Gould have — Intelligence from above by 
Gon's mi its, tltat a whole Choir of 
Angels, when glad Tings were comms 
nieched to the Shepherds, ſhould. ſtrike up with 
ſuch a Seraphic Harmony to congratulate Man- 
kind upon this aupicious Birth, and all chis to | 
_ - - aa en a Cheat en Leſte, i is very extra- 
indeed, ſetting very light by ſacred Hi- 
ſtory... But i we Cbnſicer om whence it 
comes, the Character which Epiphanius gives 
of the theſe Hereticks will add no Weight or Ctre- 
| dit to their Aiſertions, wo ard for allowing no 
1 Doctrine to be trus but what comports with the 
Intereſt of their Luſts and * 4 N 
1 Wherefore, diſmiſſing proceed we 0 
| third and laft Place to conſider him in bissother 
Relation, as the bright and morning Star, i. e. 
(as hath been interpreted) our Guide and In- 
mi tictructor, that hath brought us out of Darineſs 
1 and the Shadow of Death, a State of Ignorance and 
. 
D. h 


To 


F. centra Hereſes, 1. 1. 
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To prevent our- relapſing into the Sirare of 
this Tempter, and that we may not be:ighoratit 
of his Devioes, 'CurISt- 2 us a clear 
and Revelation of the dine Wil what 
Duties Gop requires us to as the indiſ. 
9 — Win rte 

A Tranſcript whereof we have in the facred 
Volumes of the Scriptures,” which: were! written 
for our Inſttuction, to be the ſtanding Rule both 
of our Faith and Practice. And, to keep ub to 
a ſtrict Conformity to chi Rule, we there ſind 
that he hath _ — moſt rang weren 
Endeavours by E 3 — 
Doctrine, to 3 us perfs en 
all the Will of Go. 

And therefore, ſuch as Gielaking: aha Rule, | 
to follow. the Bias of their corrupt and vicious 
Inelinations, bring a Blot and Scandal upon 
their holy Profeſſion by a debauched and wicked 
Life; or, under a Pretence of an inward Light 
or Inſpiration, {et up their u wild enthuſiaſtie 
Notions in Oppoſition to God's revealed Will; 
are 2 inexcuſeable; the one for their Pros 

eneis; the other ſor their Hypocriſy; and 

for their vile abominable Ingratitude. r 
But howeyer they may reject Cunisr and 
his Doctrine, they would do. well to confider 
that this Aba and Omega, who is now our Sa- 
viour, will hereafter be our judge; and tiien 
what a ſevere Sentence are they to e from 
him, who fruſtrate all the kind and gracious 
Methods he hath made uſe of to bring them ta 
* by their wilful Obſtinacy and In- 


delity ! 
E den w will be ſo perverſe ee 
N 2 __ cloſe 
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cloſe their againſt the cleareſt Evidences &f 
the- Tru, ind light theſe favourable | 
tunities of being inſtructed in their Duty, — | 
2 — Nooneday as in the Night, till at 
| cives-them the Spivir of Sade 
5 that t cannot ee, and Hearts that they 
cannet underſtand. 
That this may not be our Lot; let us be cau\ 
tious of going aſtray in ſuch pernicious Errors, 
as Gon hath given us his Word for a Lamp and 
** ht to us; inſtead of rejecting; let us thank - 
fully embrace. the Privilege which he hath put 
into our Hands, and chearfully reſign up our- 
{elves to his unerring Conduct and Diredtion. 10 
While ue have Light, let us believe in the 
Light, chat wwe may be ' the Children of Light. 
Let us have an Eye continually upon this Star 
by which we are to ſteer our Courſe, and fol- 
* him as our ſure Guide, our truſty Con: 
and then he will not fail to bring u 
bs thoſe happy Regions where, in a moſt emi- 
nent Degree of Brightneſs, upon us will the 
Light ſhine. A Light inacceſſible to us whilſt 
| mee de v7 alam e- State, till This Cor- 
tible ſba e Incorruption, and this 
Mortal ſhall have 27 Immortality. 
And when our Nature ſhall be thus refined 
and ſpiritualized at the laſt and general Reſur- 
rection, he will ſend his guardian Angels, Who 
will ſwiftly convey us to his heavenly Kingdom, 
where om be no Night, no Need of a 
Candle, neither Light of the Sun, being illu- 
minated with the | Splendor and Glory of the 
bleſſed Trinity, for the LoxD Gop will give us 
Light, and we ſhall reign for ever and ever. 
SERMO N 
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90 by 18 ere Thing nog th hi 
to have an to ſomething Prog | 
ee what + — literally expreſs? a 
n Senſe couch d under their. 
—— t relates to ſomewhat of much 
been han what e in the 
iteral Acceptation of them 
For whereas moſt of the Prophetical Writings 
under the Law. make mention of only temporal 
Bleflings, yet they point and. ſhadow out to us 
ö ee 
eternal Ones. 
* Thus the Deliverance of the Children of — 
from under the Egyptian Yoke is a Type of our 
Chriſtian Paſſover, and our Church hath ap- 
pointed that Portion of Scripture to be read upon 
this Feſtival, to remind us of our own Deliver- 
ance from the Thraldom and Miſery we were 
eng ne of our * from the Bondage 


| many. in 1 
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„ 


and Slavery of E N ghrious ts 
berty of the Children of Gov. * * 

d ſo likewiſe what is ſpoken in this Chapter 
with the Prophet by the Reſurrp&ion 2 
Bones foreſhews the Certantity of ſuch as were 
carried Captive to Babylon, and their Return to 
their ider State of 4 Frei and Liberty, may 


be looked upon as a, Prefiguration of Man's De- 


loner ROM Death, to which" we muſt be all 
held Captives, when at — general Reſurrection 
we ſhall be releaſed from the dak Priſons of the 
Grave, ſince what is here made uſe of as a T 
of Iſrael's Reſtoraiion from their Captivity, is a 
y Deſcription of the Reſurrection, as you may 
yon will batattend to the Words of th 
| Oh" Hau "af tb Eomby): ſth; te, 
pom me, and turned me out inthe 
OR., Vet ine bw in the' Miu of the 2 
y which — get's Bones, and cauſed me to ha 
ten Forend abou; and belvlu; nbere auer uery 
open V alley," and i ib were very 
5 55 be fard with me, Son of: Mun, can theſe 
es Hoe? And I anfivered, Lon Go, thou 


ut 9 — wy unt ae, 
Mord 9 — Loxp. Thus ſaith the Lok Gon 
to theſe Bones, Behold, I woil cauſe Breath to ciiter 
into v, und ye ſhall Ne. And 1 1333 
2 Yor, and will bring up Fleſh win you, and 
5 ith Sin, — Brruti in yau and ye 
ſhall live, and ye ſball now that I am the Lok. 
552 Zyrupbeſied as 1 was commanded :- And as I pres 


been, there wwas 4 Noiſe, and behold a Shaking, 


and the Bones came together, Bone to bis Bone. _ 
| W 


de, rophgy, 
and ſay to the Wind, Thus ſaith the 


ru n a en rig} your 


| die Heuſe of Hael was in the Day's of RLJmÿuan 
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when I beheld, lo, the Sinetos and the Fleſh aame tep 


There was ue Breath in them. Then ſaid de unto 
unto the Mind, 


Game from the faur Winds, O-Breath, and breath 
A pg —— Sq I propibe- 

Breath came iuio 
them, and they. 74% e — up. upon their Furt, 
a ——— great 
Bop: of” Men, theſe ones are — obe 


46 lle 


Howe of 


pt f Bebold, bey ſay; Our Rones ate dried un, 


our Hope it 
Se, Luc. 
Wes 


» T are gut a for” our Parts. 
und ſay unis ther, Thus Jarth 
nn O py: People, I —_— 
v Graves: and cauſe you to come" ug oh 

1argves, and bring gen into the' Lund of 
And ball dne that I am tht: yon DL Men T 
have. apened. your: Graves, Q my People, and hate 
yes, and ſhall put 
ine, a Le 


5 , dud- ye Pa 
ou in your: 


: bas: 416-2 


Jar ue 
ade chat there i ſomething: more intendes! 


ernie Fina than a bare temporal Dellyer- 
ance, is plain from the eyangelicsl-Promiftes2ip 


hacullening Rac, of the Chapter. For whereas 


diwided into two deparate! People, and was fatther 
divided and diſperſed among ether — in 
theie Preſent State of Captivity, Gop ps 

the Month of. his holy: Prophet, s _—_— 
3 * * whether gy et 


Us: | driven, 


** 


hum them, and the Shin covered them above ; hut 


on of. Man, - 
RP Gen, 


Len be /aid unto mt, 


wn eg Then | 
4 Had, 88 ron en pre 


ad. — 
FAY 
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driven, and to bring them into their own Land, 
that they ſhall be no more tis Nations, nor divided 
into two Kingdoms, - but that one King ſhall rule 
over them , that Dave onde ee 
Kong *. 

\Now nie ence Uuls ner men in tp e 
ral Senſe, becauſe Dabid was dead many Years 
22 chis Propheſy was delivered: But tis 
1 y of CnRIs T, who was of the 
f ofterity of — and, according to GoÞ's 
Promiſe, to fit- upon his Throne. And, as it 


_ follows, 7 a al hove ane Bhepberd, i; e Al 


che faithful Part of 'them” ſhall be gathered to- 
gether into one Fold, the true Chriſtian 


Ohurch. Moreover, I will mate & Croenant of 


' Peace- ith them, it ſhall be an everlaſting Cooe- 
nant, i. e. the free Covenant vf Grace, or State 


of Liberty under the Goſpel,” in Oppoſton ee 


the grievous Voke and Servitude of their Law: 
A Yoke ſo very grievous, that they had Reaſon 


enough to ſay in a ſpiritual Senſe, Our Hope 18 


* de are cut off For our Parts.- dy wy! WW 
It enjoyned a perfect — Obedience to 
its Command, without any Aſſiſtance 


10 diſcharge them; an „ 


with the ſevereſt Puniſhment upon their Non 
performance of them. A n 7 en 
But CnRIS T, now: is become our high gh Prief, 


1 the Corſe of the Law, being 


made a Curſe ma ws, and introduced a better 


and more advantageous Covenant in its Stead, 
eſtabliſhed upon better Promiſes,” and which are 
made attainable upon the much eaſier Terms of 


N ak * imperfect, Obedience. If 2 


2 y Verſe 21, 22. 2 Poſe the * Verſe 26. 


— 


r 
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| Gall ſhort of that Perfection of bb 


the Law required, the Guilt of our Imper- 

ee toro waſhed away in the Blood 
of Curisr, jo with a * Repentance and 
— "He by the infinite Merits of His 
Sufferings hath made ſufficient Expiation for our 


Sins; and delivered us from that eternal Death 


and Deſtruction which are the Wages and Con- 
ſequents thereof, and, by the Power and Virtue 


of his Reſurrection, hath reſtored us to our 6 


Land, hath not only reſcued us from the Power 


of the Grave, but likewiſe opened a Way to 


eternal Life and Happineſs for all chat b. 
in him, all the Mael of Gov." 

And, therefore, taking the” Words 1 wh 
Text in this Light; as having Reſpect to the 
Kae har of our e INK. anſwer tl 

ueftion that's unded. in in 

ye, Viz. He Bones Vs * 


32 2 28 


22 


Fir The Poffbil A Reſuckech 4 
aer in it N is very Fe 


he Now hty Power of Gop.. par arr” is, 1 gl 
K then proceed, in the "ſecond 0 
pros he Canin of it, and that. : bocauſe "he 


infinite Juſtice of Gop requires it. 
The firſt Part of my Undertaking is t9 to thew 
the Poſſibility of a 2 * ſince ther is 


e but what is very fable to the; Al- 


mighty Power of Goo. 
| 05 that by a Word ſpe 


Mi 


g created” i 


out 55 the empty Bowels of Nothing, 
3 out n undi 


Car — dividing them into their ſeve- 


| 11 


| a6 Kanten | . 


D* he ranged in their 
Bo m_—_ TEN 19 5 ET 


8 fi > oreated. all 
5 wines the ord. of hit ;Power, 
| oer to 1 — — 991 of prerex- 
nt, 1 after, 10, 15 Shape and Figure, and 


, animate with 
e e it Wag 4 a 
r 
1 5 WIDE the Wende of S 
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its. declining. State dwindles away to nothing, i 
ſuddenly renewed . REI to. the. 
Full "Ang bog as b 2 
55 2 
dinaty 
1 looked upon 
8 * — 3 
Bi 8 Eon re 1 
. 5 Ray that e 3 
living comes bh in 
5 8 City in E mT WE 
a AR pen View 
ws Mation gf, her; Wi dings 09 G bo on 
0 Heat as ets. the Neſt on e 1 
ang be cee Ro . Fe 5 
V James, \ N ooo 
ubich in three Day e —— 4 a 


Phang :,- 5 Kelaion however, fabul 


bs Ahn tan ta Ye Lhe 


no Worte A 
* net ot veſt. oh. 
and; 1 OR | 
EE Th 3 
1 ee bee . ric by 
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00 85 Seriptures Ser le, RR 
Jeb. in the 114th, Chapter, Vogt 
and Miſeries of this Life, 54 col forts, 


= 


{hall — 8 N BE 0 
amitics. | There is 
he, of a Tree, i it be cut a. nth will 


ſprout 
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ſprout again, and that the tender Branch thereof - 
will not ceaſe. Though the Root thereof wax ( 

in the Earth, and 5 Stock" thereof die in the- 
Ground; yet. ' through the Scent of Nuter it will 


bud, and bri ns forth Bought like a Plum A4 


Man die, Pall he live again? Doubtleſs he (al. 


If Gon ſhews ſo much Regard for a Tree, as, 


when it is cut down, to revive and quicken "% 
much more will he do ſo for Man created after 
His own Image and Likeneſs, and received into 
the Covenant of Promiſe, and therefore he teſti- 
fies his Belief of it by a Patient looking for the 
Time in * Wor, that follow, All the Days 
ime will I wait, till my Change © 
. Thou fhall call, and: I «oill nfl the: 
2 Defire* to to the Work of thine 
9 7 19 WE VT L214 £241 


1 Pl Ad het tales bjolhed ig inſt 
che Doctrine of the ReſurreRtion, 1. wer  hus: 


But fome Man will jay, Fo are the Dead rat 
up?" And "with what N do they come? * 


Fool, faith: be, "Zhat whreb thou ſoweſt 75 not Par 


ned, except it die. And from hence tale Oc- 
caſion to ſhew chat thie Body, though in the 


Snare it be made ſubject "to Worms and Cor- 


ruption, ſhall riſe again, and that with very con- 
Fable Improyements, from a frail, weak, cor- 
ruptible Body, to a much more glorious and. 

incorruptible, ITY. FRO 
But, after all the ObjeQions dar are ads by 
555 Adverfarics of this Doctrine, what can they 
poſition to Experience and plain Matter 


of Fiat We rea S IE 
ve 


— — "4 7. 6 9, 14. 41 Cor. xv. 35, 36. 
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have been actually raiſed to Life, viz. the WI 
dow's Son of Zarepbarb by Elijab; the Son of 
the Shanammite by Eliſha *; the dead Man, who 
at the "Invaſion of the Maabites, was caſt into the 
Sepulchre of this great Prophet; Where it is 
faid,” that, ben the Man was ler down, and 
touthed the Bones of Eliſha, be revived and floed 
up his Feet. And in the New 5 the 
Widow's Son of Nain *; Jairuss Daughter; 
Lazarus; all theſe by our Saviour. Tabitha 
by St. Peter. Eutycbus by. St. Paul Since 
therefore ſome have been raiſed again, as appear! 
by the ſeveral Inftances T have produced, this is 
abu adt enough to evince the Poſſibility of it. 
But, perhaps, it may be objected. that none of 
theſe had been any conſiderable © While dead, 
before they were reſtored to Life: Moſt of 
them had not been buried, and thoſe that had, 
viz. the Man that was caft into the Sepulchre 
of Eliſba, immediately revived, as ſoon as he 
was put into his Grave; and tis faid that La- 
zarus had been buried but four Days, which 
was not long enough for his Body to return to a 
Diſſolution,” © But when the Body hath lain fo _ 
long as to be diffolved into Duſt, that Duſt, into 
' which it is mouldered, is at the Opening of the 
Grave ſo mixed and blended with that of other 
Men's Bodies, that how can it be raiſed again 
the very fame Body that it was before? * 
But one Objection ſtarted by our Adverſaries 
againſt the Doctrine of the Reſutrection, and 
e 1 Kings xvii. 22. f 2 Kings iv. 1M I Wi %! 
> Sz, — ry 14, 15. chef vill 54. ph 2 2 
44. Acts ix. 40. * Chap. xx. 10, 12. > ap hep 
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which they think a very formidable One, is this. 
by Fiſhes,” which Fiſhes, when they, ate ken, 
are carried into ſeveral qiſtant Counties, ;and. be- 
come the Food arg Men; 1a that the Flen 
of that Man which the Fiſhes have fed. upon, 
is transfuſed into the Subſtance of their Bodies 
by, whom. theſe Fiſhes are eaten; and how can 
the Parts of that y which, are at ſo great a 
Diſtance from each other, be brought together 
gain, ſo as to conſtitute. the ſame numerical 
Body, eſpecially when they are changed into the 
Subſtance. of other Men's Bodies? And this they 
Will have to be an invincible Argument againſt 
the Reſurrection of the 1 8 r I 
No, ſuch as raiſe this Objection ſhould con- 
nder, that he who is to perform this great Work, 


is not Man, but Gon, Which how difficult and 
e e ſoever ty ſeem to our feeble and 
narrow Conception, though it may appear unpoſ- 
fible to us, yet with Gop all Things are Poſſible. 


a Drop of Water, or as a Grain of Duſt; They 
are as nothing before him, nay, are counted leſs 
5 hen nothing. He comprehends the Duſt of the 
rth in a Meaſure, whereof every individual 
Atom is naked and open to his all-ſeeing Eye, 
without the leaſt Mixture or Confuſion. 80 
that if the Parts of our Bodies were ſcattered 
oyer the Face of the whole World, how widely 
ſoever they were diſperſed, . or what Revolutions 
ſoever they had gone through, he could eaſily 
F collect them again, and place them in their re- 
gular Order and Poſition. bs n 8 F 
KD wr * as 4 Fe : n 


the Nations of the World are but as 
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have ftudi the Nature 13 2 
Bod gebe Piſtinction between 5 bo 
5 flu1 15 4 LE i As to the ſolid Parts, ſuch 
8 the erves, that are eſſentially 
any A, to 6 5 "Cortbolitide, WHO will take 
him to * that Fs *y Fai 118 ok 
even of the fluich 45 0 ſuppofing f | 
that a_ Man ere imme ch devoured * the 
Anthropaphi 21,4, 1 the 


Wh 4 wore than beaftial Cruslty prey ußeh 

ben 17 cies, yet ſo 1 py TR og 

by na ratural Di geſtion oo. of changed. into the r 

- Subſtance of heir Bodies that the very EMuyia 
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niſh Matter eg, enough 1 5 ſupply a 
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| Nas Hunger, 
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to be the Ene f when in the 
more thriving and Fee ring, Sa to. of Youth, 


Health, and, W ore do the 
Changes it goes through in its Ne mo of Sepata- 
tion diſprove; the Reſurrection of he lame nu- 
merical Body.. . 
Job Vite his Em Pectvakio and Cc 
alen ofthe Wah of i. Fes hos 
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that m Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall fland 

"the latter Day upon the Earth. And though 
777 Skin, Worms deſtroy this Body, yet in my 

ſh ſhall T ſee Gop : Whom J. idem qui ſom, 
p the ro Ee 7 it, 1. e. the 2 1 | 

am now, all or 76 and Eyes ſhall 
 bebold, wp not . 1 * hough my Reins be ol 
ſumed within me. 

But I would aſk fuch 4 as deny a Reſurrection, 
F. or what Purpoſe were thoſe Perſons before- 
mentioned, vi. Fairus's Daughter, Lazar, 

and the reſt tail again? Was it not to mani- 
feſt the Almighty Power of Gop, and for the 
Confirmation of the Truth of his Religion? 
And if Gop raiſed them for the Sake of Reli- 
gion, and the Propagation of the Goſpel, which 
are only a Means conducive to ſome great End, 
viz. Man's eternal Welfare and Happineſs, will 
= Now wanting to excel the ſame Power for the 
Roy ihment of the End itſelf, by raiſing 
10 to State of Happineſs and Salvation? 
But this naturally leads me to the ſecond Thing 
T undertook to perform, which is to prove the 
Certainty of a Reſurrection, and that becauſe 
the infinite Juſtice of Gop requires it. 

And chis I ſhall make appear to you from 
theſe three following Particulars, 

Fir, From the Nature and Condition of 
God's Covenant with Man. 

Secondly, From our Saviour's Reſurrection, 
and the myſtical Union which is between 
CHRIST and his Members. 

And Lafth, From the Diſtribution of future | 


Rewards an Puniſhments. 
My 
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My rt Argument, to prove the Certainty 
of a Reſurrection, is drawn from the Nature 
and Condition of Gop's Covenant with Man. 
When our. firſt Parents were tempted by the 
fly and ſubtle Inſinuations of the Devil to 
varicate from their Obedience to their Maker, 
God, out of his infinite and undeſerved Good 
neſs, immediately enters into a Covenant, where 
in he promiſeth that the Seed. of the Woman ſhall 
bruiſe the Serpent's: Head; that although they 
were now foiled and worſted by his Tempta- 
tions, yet one ſhould iſſue from her Poſterity, 
who, by his prevailing and ſovereign Perfections, 
ſhould ſubdue and vanquiſh all the Powers of 
Darkneſs, and reſcue fallen Man from the 
Plagues and Miſeries that enſued upon his Diſ- 
obedience and Tranſgreſſion. One of which, 


and that a very terrible one, was Death, which 


at the firſt was no neceſſary Condition of hu- 
man Nature, becauſe had not Man ſinned, he 
had never died, but had been tranſlated without 


dying, from an earthly to a celeſtial Paradiſe. 


No, but twas a Puniſhment inflicted on him for 
his Diſobedience in taſting of the forbidden 
Fruit. For, whereas Gop had commanded 
him not to eat f the Fruit ofthe. Tree whith 
was in the Midſt of the Garden, vevertheleſs, 
unmindful of this Prohibition, did preſume to 
eat of it. Gop accordingly prongunces upon 
him the Sentence of Mortality, as you may 
read, And unto Adam be ſaid, e thou bat 
hearkened unto the Voice | of ' thy Wife, and baſt 
eaten of the Tree: of _ I commanded thee, ſay- 
4 | ing, 


| © Gen. iii. 15. ._ ÞGen. ii 17, 18, 19. 
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ing; Thou falt not eat of it, curſed. is the Ground 
ty Sate; in Sorrow ſhalt thou eat 0 » all 
the Days of thy" Life. - Thorns alſo and Thiſtles 
Mall it bring to thee did thou ſhall eat the 
Herb of the Field. In the Sweat of thy Face:/halt 
thou' cat Bread; till thou return unto the Ground; 
for but of of it wf thou talen: For Da thou ar? 
and unto Duſt ſhalt thou return. 
And this fatal Sentence indes not only to 
Adam, but to all his: Poſterity;; the whole Race 
of Mankind that ever deſcended; or are to de- 
ſcend from him, are naturally fubject to this uni- 
verſal Law of Mortality. There were never 
but two, vig. Enoch and Elifſab (and who are 
recorded in Scripture as extraordinary Inſtances) 
that were exempted from it, and to which, as 
a fixt and ſtanding. Law of Nature, they as well 
as Other Men, without ſuch an uncommon and 
ſupernatural Inſtance of the divine Favour, muſt 
have neceſſarily ſubmitted. For as by one Man 
Sum entered into the World; and Death by Sin; fo 
Death-paſſed upon all Men, for that-all have finntd, 
faith | St. Paul . Since therefore Death was in- 
flicted upon Mankind as a Puniſhment for Sin, 
he; Who gave. himſelf” for us, that he 'might re- 
deem us from ail Iniquity, as he hath obtained 
NRemiſſion of gur Sins by making Expiation for 
the Guilt of em, nne alſo ET their 
Pumiſſuments: WO jv: | 
would be but a a fmall Privilege 40-4: Male- 


8” factooto' receive 2 favourable Sentence from his 


Judge, if, notwithſtanding this, he were ſtill 


W in durance. Nor . we haue any teu · 
| ſon 
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den v 12. 
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ſon: to think that our Sins were remitted, * 
Death, which is the Wages of them, were de- 
ſtroyed. . This would not be according to:Gop's 
Promiſe in the Covenant, ho, as he is a God 
3 —_— Power, - Goodneſs, and Veracity, will 
omiſe any thing but what he's both able 
bps ing to perform. Of Man indeed it may 
'be Acer bps Serpent hath bruiſed his Heel; 
but I cannot ſee how it could be ſo truly af- 
firmed on the other Hand, that Man hath 
bruiſed his Head, without a Fruſtration of his 
miſchievous Devices, or that we have gained a 
Victory or Conqueſt over him through CHRIST, 
were we to be ſtill held Captives to his Tyranny. 
So that twould be as it were charging Gob with 
a Breach of Covenant, and not only ſo, but 
likewiſe derogating from the infinite Merits of 
our Saviour, to think that the Satisfaction which 
he the Second Adam hath wrought for us is 
not altogether as effectual to Salvation, as the 
Sin of the Firſt was to the e Es 
ſtruction of Mankind. 

Neither would it be at all agrecabls to St. 
Paul's Aſſertion, at the za0th Verſe of the above- 
cited Chapter, that where Sin aboumded, Grace 
did much more abound. Abound in what? This 
he explains at Verſe 17th, If by ane Man's Of 
fence Death reigned by one; much more they- which 
receive Abundance" of Grace, and f the Gift 
Righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in Life iy one, —. 
Cunts T. Tur as in Adam all die, even ſ% in 
REST a all be made alis 


O 2 He, 


1 Cor., W. 22. 
— 9 


* 2 2 » 4 - - 
HE, - Ci 0 
* N we * 
3 - . 
. 4 
* 


- 

* 
* * D * 

. P * * 
#1) a Fx. * 


SH; 296 4 SERMON on Eaſter-Sunday. 


He, who tafted: Death for every Man, hath 
by the Merits of his Sufferings deſtroyed Death, 
and him that had the Power of it, i. e. the De- 
vil. For though, according to Gop's fixt and 
unalterable Decree, as we were originally taken 
dut of the Duſt, ſo to Duſt we muſt al neceſ- 
ſiarily return, and ſurrender our Bodies as Pri- 
ſoners to the Grave, yet he hath procured for 
them a general Releaſe from their Impriſon- 
ment, according to that triumphant Exultation, 
I will ranſom them from the Power'of the Grave 
I will-redeem them from Death: O Death, I will 
be thy Plagues; O Grave, I'-avill be thy De- 
firutiion ; Repentance ſball be hid from mine Eyes. 
But ſecondly, That our dead Bodies ſhall be 
| tailed again is certain from our Saviour's Reſur- 
rection, and the myſtical Union which is be- 
tween CHRIS and his Members. 
Nov this is plain and evident from the very 
Nature of Things. For if CnRISATH cut Head 
be riſen, we that are his Members ſhall cer- 
tainly follow him, according to that Saying of 
his, 1, if I be lifted up from: the Earth, will 
draw: all Men unto me. For though it is ſaid in 
the next Verſe, that he ate this of his: Death, 
yet it may be likewiſe very applicable to his 
Reſurrection. And again he thus ſpeaks of 
himſelf, As the Hatber raiſeth up the Dead, and 
uickeneth them : ¶ ven ſo the Son quickeneth whom 
be will. And that the Reſurrection of our Bodies is 
neceſſarily conſequent to his riſing, the Apoſtle- 
ſhews us, F Cuklsr be in peu, if ney 
4 | made 


— 
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made one with CuRISTH, by Virtue of this my- 
ſtical Union, and are enlivened and actuated. 
his Spirit, the Body is dead, becauſe of Sin; but 
the Spirit is Life, becauſe of Righteouſneſs, Bur 
5. Spirit of him that raiſed up Jesvs from the 

ad, dwell in you; be that. raiſed up CHRIST 
from the Dead, ſhall alſo quicken your mortal Bo- 
dies, by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. And he 
lays ſo great a Streſs upon this Argument, that 
(as he there eco anc may as well 
Experience deny the Reſurrection. of CRRIST, 
as call in Queſtion the Truth of our own Re- 
ſurrection, and ſeems to ground the Truth and 
Reality of his upon this 280 poſition, that we 
ſhall be raiſed again. Now, 12 ith he, F CHRIST 
be preached. that Sho roſe from the Dead, how ſay 
ſome. among jou, that there is 10 Reſurrection 
the Dead? But if there be no Reſurrection f th 
Dead, then is noi CHRIST riſen. And if CHRIST 
be. not 15 then is our preaching vain, and your 
Faith is alſo-vain. Yea, and we are found Falk 
Witneſſes of Gop; becauſe we have teſti ed 0 
Gop, that he.ra yea up CHRIST: Whom he raiſed 
not up, if if fo. be that the Dead riſe nat. For if the 
Dead riſe not, then is not CHRIST raiſed, &c. 
25 as it . Klee Nou is CHRIST riſen from 
Dead, and become the firſt Fruits of them that 
Te. For os by Man came Death, by Man 
came alſo t Reſurrettion of tbe Dead. ak 
We read, that at our Saviour's Crucifixion 
and Death the Graves were opened, and many Bo- 
125 Oe Saints which flept aroſe, and came out of 
aves after his Ng on, and went 2 
Fq 


. 1 Cor: . Perk 20, 21, = St; Matt. xxvil, 52, 53. 
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the Hoy City, eared unto man Now, if 
the We en af Ennis were then of ſuch 
Force and Efficacy as to looſen the Bands of 
Mortality, and bring them up out of their 
Graves, did the Power and Virtue of it from 
chat Time immediately expire? Did the Bodies 
of "thoſe Saints, as ſome think they did (ſee 
Ptr. Mart. on this Text, p. 140 return to 
their dark Chambers of Death, never to, riſe 
again? Did they appear for no other End than 
28 an idle Phantom, juſt to amuſe the Senſe of 
the SpeQators, and hot rather as a manifeſt 
Sign or n of the laſt and general Re- 
—— A great many more Texts mi ht 
898 out of Scripture for the Proof of 
at theſe I have already mentioned are 0 
Hy clear and convincing, that 1 think it is Al- 
together needleſs :. And, therefore, diſmiſſing 
this, ſhall proceed to the third and. 44% Particular, 
wherein 1 am to prove the Cettainty of a Re: | 
ſutrection from the Diſtribution of future Re- 

wards and Puniſhments. 

For ſhall not the Judge of all the Earth 4; right? 
He hath romiſed, Ebel as we behave our- 
ſelves to him, either pay or refuſe Obedience to 
his Commands, to reward or puniſh us With 
everlaſting Happinel: or Miſery. Which mu 
be as well in our Bodies, as Souls. Becau 
as they are both alike concerned: in Sin and Du- 
ty; ſo are they equally entitled to the Rewards 
or Puniſhments that attend them. 

8 Sin, that the Body as well as Soul is 
concerned in it, is too well known by Experi- 
ence to need a Prod, Nay, tis not only con- 
cerned 
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cerned it-ſelf in committing it, but it ts 
prom and ſtirs up the Soul to many Evils, 
which it might not otherwiſe have thought of. 
For Inſtance, a wanton and laſcivious T Maude 
which is very often ſuggeſted to the Mind by 
the Pleaſure of our corporeal Senſes; and a 
Mind under fuch a corrupt Influence is Called a 
carnal Mind *, becauſe tis ſo wrought upon by 
the carnal a ſenſual Part of our Nature, and 
is affirmed to be Enmity with Go = | 
And as to thoſe very Evils which have their 
firſt Riſe and Birth in the Mind, if the Body, 
when they are fuggeſted to it, like an inceſtu- 
ous Harlot, readily. yield to and comply with 
that Sug 2 tis plain and evident it =, 
proves 0 So that the Body, either by Inſti- 
gation, or "Conſent: is acceflary to. the Evils that 
are committed by us 1 
And if ſo, tis bur feaſonable that the Body, 
which was a Partner in the Guilt of Sin, ſhould 
ſhare likewiſe in its Puniſhment: As alſo, on 
the other Hand, it ſhould be rh for, 
thoſe virtuous Actions that proteed 7 
Baut there are, ſome Duties, ſuch® Pe lung 
and other Acts of Mortification, Wat have a 
more JL Relation to the Body, which, as it 
bears ſuch 'a confiderable Part in the Duty, 
 *ztwould be very unequal if it ſhould not parti- 
© cipate of the Reward. 
There was no great Inducement to the Mar 
Fi and primitive- Chriſtian to reſign up their 
es to ſuch Tortures, ſuch painful and cruel, 
Naa as were inflicted on them, unleſs they 
0 4 had 
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had a Proſpect and Aſſurance of a future Re- 
ward for their Sufferings. F in this Life only 
they had Hope, they were of all Men moſt miſe- 
rable, faith St. Paul; becauſe Religion not 
only debarred them of thoſe ſenſual Pleaſures 
which they might have otherwiſe enjoyed, but 
likewiſe expoſed them to the ſharper Sufferings 
whlch they were to endure in Defence and Vin- 
dication of it. And / after the Manner of 
Men I have fought - with Beaſts at Epheſus, 
what. advantageth it me, if the Dead riſe not. 
Now, ſome think that they are furniſhed with 
a ſufficient Reply to this,. becauſe the Bodies of 
thoſe Saints, When they lie in the Grave, as 
they have no Senſe of Pleaſure, ſo neither have 
they of Pain or Miſery: Whereas their Souls ; 
are raiſed. to ſuch a Perfection of Happineſs in N 
Heaven as makes ſufficient Amends for all the 
Sufferings which they endured in this Life. 
But to this I anſwer in that Saying of Tertul- 
lian, Quomodo felices, fi ex parte perituri? i. e. 
«* How can they be happy, if they are to periſh 
ce in dun 0 9 PA 2 * ws certain, 
they can compleatly happy; and yet Gop 
| would have ken ay 10 in 4 Parts, <2. ns of. 
in their Souls, but Bodies: Which whatever | 
they have done in his Service, or whatever 
they have ſuffered for his Sake, ſhall both, for 4 
their Actions and their Sufferings, be ſure to be 
rewarded with a ſuitable Recompence. _ 
Thus our aha Þ The Hour is coming, in 
the which all that art in the Graves ſhall hear bis 
Voice, and ſhall come forth, they that have oy 


Þ x Cor. xv. 19. c Verk 32. Se. John v. 28, 29. 
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Good, unto the Reſurrection of Life; and they that ' 
have done Evil, unto the. 1 of- yo" 


tian. And St. Jahn ſpeaking prophetically of 
the laſt and general Reſurrection, gives this De- 


ſcription of it: The Sea gave up the Dead which 
were in it; and Death and Hell delivered up tbe 
Dead which were in them: And tbey —ͤ— 
every Man according to their. Works. He doth: 
not ſay every Soul, but every 8 which c. 
ſiſts both of Soul and Body. 

OnRlsq hath ſuffered lor _ in wth Parts! 
and hath he not wrought our Deliverance in 
both? As to the Firſt, think what a Condition 


muſt. his. Soul be in, When he had taken upon him 


the. Tniquities.of us alh, under how inſupportable 
a. Burden of Sorrow. S0 great was his Terron 


a C the Apprehenſion of Gop's: Wrath levelled) 


againſt him, that it threw; him into ſuch bitter 
Agonies in the Garden as forced whole Showers 
of Sweat from him and upon the Croſs, like 
one in utter Deſpair, and under a final Dere- 


liction of the divine Favour, he pours out his 


* 


Soul with this moſt exceeding bitter Cry; 
Go, my, .Gop, why baſt thou for ſakghſſne ** + 
And as. to that corporeal Death which, i is in 
flicted on us as a Puniſhment for Sin, he hath 
made ſufficient Expiation for the Guilt, of Sin by 
what he hath ſuffered in the Wee For In- 
ſtance, his being beaten with Rods; his having 
his Hands and Feet, the more — and ſi- 
newy Parts of them, 1 the Croſs; his 
Side pierced with a Spear, fill bluſhing Streams 
5. from the bleedi g Wounds : Sure hos 
PF « en | 


3 
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"welt claim that as his Right, which he 
dearly purchaſed to himſelf with his 
— precious Blood, to wit, the' Wee of 
our Bodies OH, 9H 1659459 a e 2G3 
Wherefore, to conclnds, ſince Gop hath 
been ſo very kind and gracious as to reſtore 
fallen Man to his forfeited Privilege of Life and 
Happineſs ; and our loving Saviour hath done 
| and ſuffered ſo much for us, that he might re- 
inſtate us in a Capacity of enjoying it; if we 
have any Senſe of Gratitude to our Benefactor, 
and as — conſult and tender our everlaſting 
Welfare and Security, let us follow the Advice 
of the Apoſtle, and cleanſe ourſelves from all 
Filthineſs of "the "Fleſh and 5; fer 15 Eli 
in the Frar of Gov. And foraſmuch as 
RIST hath redeemed and purchaſed both our 
Souls and Bodies to himſelf for no other End 
or Intention than to make chem happy, let us 
ſtir up all the Powers and Faculties of both to a 
diligent Purſuit of that End, and conſttntly and 
habitually employ them in bis Service, and to 
his Glory. "And-then at the great Day of Re- 
tribution, \ we ſhall be called up out of 
our Graves by the- Voice f tbe Archangel," and 
the” Trump *of Go, we ſhalt attain to the Re- 
ſurrection of the Juſt, and have our perfect Con- 
fenen and Bliſs both in =, and Soul in vs "” 
ui glorious "Kingdom." 0 7,3; 4 
zit 4 5 2 an: FL 
tel; $:3% 
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Beloved, believe nat every Spirit, but try the Spivits 
aberhir they are of Gon: Berau "RY 7. 
... Prophets are gone 5 znto the Wirld. . 


"Ot 


WAs the fiibile wad chdiithe ant 
31 of the Devil, that grand Deceirer 
Load Mankind, to 'contrive the Fall 
Ruin of our firſt Parents, ſetting off 
a 8005 pecious Lie for the Truth, Which he hath 
wy, active 4nd iniduſtrious ver lince t 
bea in theit Poſterity, by fürring up 
Abbott and Inſtruments ſo to coftfound Men's 
Notions: of the Nature and Difference of Gogd 
nd Evil, as to render them utte unable 
* between ;the Spirit ok Truth,” and th 
h Bute of Error; Men, who the nite. e 
brin: S about their op Ne Fate Intentions, put 
10 an n Diſguiſe of  SarlQity, ank traf 
forming themſelves into the Apoſtles and pp 
BTL of CHRIST, do, Hut of 4 vain. hy 
Pretence of arriving to a greater. Depree 0 


£2% 


Koons Puri 1050 Perfection than othe 
cally itnpoſe 4 pon 


the Unwary and 1 gnorat, 
who, 
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who, whilſt they are eagerly bent upon Follow 
ing theſe i ignes 7 as their Guides, to give them 
Light and Direction in their Duty, and ſafely 
conduct them in the Ways of Holineſs and Hap- 
pineſs, are inſenſibly 2 aſide into the quite 

contrary Path that leads to ne ery 
and Deſtruftion. 

Thus it was in the Apoſtle' s Time, at the firſt 
Promulgation of the Goſpel; in the infant State 
of Chriſtianity. For we find him in my Text 
warning Chriſtians, whom he tiles with his 
uſual rad. Belrved, not to believe every Spirit, 
i. e. not to be over credulous, in giving a too free 
and ready Aſſent to the Doctrines of all ſuch as 
ſhould 3 up for Teachers and Inſtructers in 
Religion, but to beware of them, to have a ſtrict 
Guard upon themſelves, or elſe they are in great 
Danger as being ſeduced. For the Reaſon he 
aſſigns for it is this viz. becauſe many- falſe Pro- 
phets are gone-out into the World. 

By the falſe Prophets, which the Apoſtle 
4 at in this Place, are meant the Gno/ticks; a 
Sect, that (as Epiphanius obſerves) like our mo- 
dern Enthuſiaſts, boaſted much of the Spitit, 
of a certain Light within them, which, gave 
ſuch a ſanRified Turn to their whole Conduct 
and Behaviour, that they could never do amiſs: 
Though this, unerring Spirit of theirs did in no 
wiſe ——_ it * as N [neither in W 


er 


tion, 
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tion, that the Spirit, by which they were in- 
fluenced, was not of -Gop, was not divine, but 
Antichriſtian. Herely, faith he, Ano ye tbe Spirit 
of Gon: Every Seen that confeſſeb that — 
CHR18T ig come in the Fleſh, is f Gop. | And 
every Spirit that confeſſeth not that Jawws Cuxlisr 
is comer in the. — nor — Gon: . 


1 to be — the Influence o Gop's Holy 
Spirit, who were ſo remarkably addicted to the 
Works of the Fleſn? T wo 9 Grace of Gon 
into Laſciviouſneſs, as St. Jude ſpeaks of them, 
V. 4. of his Epiſtle, as well as denying the Loxn 
Jesvs: CnRISTH, into the Indulgence and Grati- 
fication of their Luſt and Senſuality, of which 
the above- cited Author gives a large and parti- 
cular Account, and that in ſuch unheard of, ſuch 
unnatural Inſtances, as I ſhould dun. to meg 
tion, and you to hear. 

Theſe are the * who, cond to gt. Peter's 

Deſcription em, walked * — the 3 vr 
2 wo of Fincher, having Eyes full o 

that cannot. ceaſe from Sin; _ 
ble Souls ; an Heart they have exerci * with 
covetous Practices; curſed Children. 

And therefore, that Chriſtians might not be 
brought under any fatal Deluſion by whe corrupt 
4 of thoſe Impoſtors, the Apoſtle in 

Text preſeribes a Remedy to prevent it, 
is not to take any Thing upon Truſt, but 
— ſearch and examine into the Truth of it. A 


» 1 John iv. 2. 3. * * 1 a Epiſtle ii. 10, 14. 
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A Cautien chat was never more neceffaty than 
in the preſent Age, wherein there are ſo many 
& ill-defigning Men, whoſe Works 
ed with al - Decerorablonefs f Unrighte- 
vuſneſs, as St. Paul terms it, in that they put 
ſach a falſe Gloſs upon their Actions as to make 
them ſeem virtuous and exem lary, when in 
Reality they are quite other Fuilit enim 
vitium ſpecte virriutis of umbrã, ſays: Juvenal. 
e Vice is uſed to impoſe upon us under the 
* Maſk of Piety and Virtue. So that ſhould 
we truſt to Appearance only, and look no far- 
ther than the Outſide of Things, we are ſure 
to be deceived. And therefore, to guard againſt 
any ſuch Deceit or tion, we muſt, as 1 
told you before, ſearch and examine into the 
Nature and Quality of Men's Actions, their Drift 
| and Tendeney, we ſubſcribe to — 
as fit and reaſonable to be 
Fi qe in order to this Search and — 
tion, 'tis neceſſary that there be ſome fixed and 
— Rule, whereby we may come to a 
elear and exact 1 of the Truth. And 
in this we are not to re our own: 
ments, which, by Reaſon a the-Varidty of tate 
Opinions, whereof few or none of them may 
be in the Right, would be no Rule at all, or at 
beſt a very uncertain nee. 
For we are naturally very: blind and: ignorant 
as to _— of the Spirit; and not only ſo, 
but as well as ignorant. Men are apt to 
a nome Judgment of Things 2 — 
_ ener cop 1 —_ 80 e Were 
; 2 wie 
10 27 l. 1 . „ dels 
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we leſt to the Determination of our own corrupt 
and depraved Judgments; tis to be feared W 
ſhould reſpect rather Intereſt than Truth, and 
ſide with what would make for the — 
and Gratification of our Luſts, our and 
ſenſual Appetites, rather than what tends to the 
Honour of Gon, or the Furtherunce and Ad- 
vancement of true Piety and Religion 
10 Since, therefore, we are thus uncapable of 
diſcerning the Truth, by Reaſon of the Corrup- 
tion and Depravation of our Nature, we have no 
other Way to come to the Knowledge thereof 
than by the Help of Revelation, i, e. as tis re- 

vealed to ud in the Scriptures: Which, though 
they are many Times miſinterpreted, according to 
Men's various Conceptions that ariſe from their 
Ignorance Or Prejudice, yet the Truth is ſtill 
one and the ſame, ſtands fixt and unalterahle, 
yea, and very diſcernable too to every tractable 
and: mgenious Mind. They are, as the wiſt 
Man aſſerts, All plain to bim that under, 
and rigbt to them thut ſind Knowldege, 
Tisc this then, biz. the Holy ipture, that 
is to be the ſole and adequate Rule of our En- 
A Rule preſcribed to us by the moſt unque⸗ 
ſtionable Authority: For fince, as St. Paul tells 
us, All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of Gon 
whatever we there meet with is to be looked u 
as authentick and true, a perfect Tranſcript ot 
the divine Will, whereby all the Actions of our 
| Lives are to be regulated; which, ſo far as th 
are adapted to this Rule, are good and juſtifia - 
Won | ble, 


I Prov. viii. 9494. 2 Tim, iii. 16, 
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ble; and ſo far is rede flom it, ae 
| ous and unwarrantable; 0 i ones | 
7 2 that good odd Way'which the Prophet 
ah adviſeth us to walk in, if we would 
ind Reſt to our Souls; and ſuch as, forſaking 
this, ſtrike into a new Track, and vent an 
new fangled Doctrines which are not a 
to the true Chriſtian Faith, but tend to corrupt 
and alienate Men's Minds from the Simplicity of 
the Goſpel. However they may boaſt of I know 
not what Spirit within them, tis certain it can- 
not be the true Spirit of Gop; becauſe that is 
never ſo inconſiſtent with it ſelf as to ſtir. up 
Men to act contrary” to its own Dictates and 
Directions. *. 
They m 1 williars -their il Defigns 
| aer Abou tat Cloak 'Or — of Religion. 
They may pretend to extraordinary Gifts above 
other Men; as what will not ſome Men in their 
Pride and Arrogance pretend to? They may 
pretend to Inſpiration, and, under this Pretence, 
may advance any wild enthufiaſtical Notions in 
poſition to the revealed Will of Gop. But 
then ſuch Pretenders as theſe are no better than 
errant Cheats and Impoſtors ; and ought to be 
rejected uch? 

And yet we ſee how this Spirit of Enthukaſm 
hath prevailed even amongſt-. ourſelves. . The 
bold Efforts that have been made by ſome, and 
the-Succeſs they have met with, as appears from 
the Multitude of their F ollowers, — evidently 
demonſtrate the Strength and Power of their 
Daluſions. 80 * do but advance ſomething 


newW, 


-BUC 


©-Chapter vi. 16, 
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new, tis ſufficient: And though the Doctrine, 
which they deliver be never fo contrary x6 
Truth, and the known Rules and Precepts-'of* 
the Goſpel,” tis but to ſet them off with 2 gra 75 
cious Whine, or Cant, and this will be Won 
derfully taking with the Populace, who, out of 
a blind an Zeal, are ready to Wr | 
them up to ſomewhat more than human, an 
laviſhly break forth into even laſphemouy' { 
Commendations of their Excellencie. 
Did I fay, their Followers are ready to raiſe” 
them up to ſomewhat more than human? N 
one of theſe great Prophets advances ſtill higher,” 
and is ready to raiſe up himſelf (pardon the Ex. 
preſſion) to ſomewhat more than divine, 
For when he talks, in the oſtentatious Chas 
rater he gives of himſelf} of God's Spirit ap- 
pealing to our Underſtanding for the over-ruling” 
the Wit, what is this but to make human Un- 
derſtanding ſuperior to the Spirit of Gop ? The 
very Notion of an Appeal implying a Superio- 
rity of Judgment in the Perſon to whotn the: 
Appeal is made. - When” (Go knows) we had 
need rather to apply to his Holy Spirit for Di- 
rections and Aſſiſtance in our Duty, to open the 
Eyes of our Underſtanding, that we may un- 
Gerltand the Scriptures, to enable us to diſcern 
what the Will of Gop is, as it is revealed in his 
Word, and to ſupply us with ſuitable Nara 
of Grace and Ability to perform it. 
This is the only Way of keeping our Wills 
under à due Government and Subjection. 
Whereas, ſhould we reſign up ourſelves to the 
— Dickates and Directions of our Wen 
5 ing, 
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ing, this, alas! (as I before . would, 
in our. preſent State of Degeneracy, and Corrup- 


| tion, prove but a very blind Guide to us, and, 


of W od the Wil, be in great 
| Danger of being over-ruled by it, of following 
the Bent of its vicious Inclinations: And then, 
Pray, what would be the Reſult and Iflue of all | 
this.? I. defy the moſt profeſs'd and errant Deiſt 
tg advance any Doctrine of mere ernicious 
5 Conſequence, or more deftrudtive of Chriſt 
anity. ? 
For, if thoſe, who talk fo much a In- 
dwellings, of the Spirit, can but carry: on the 
of their corrupt and vicious Inclinations 
under the Notion of a ſpiritual Influence, what 
Miſchief may not ſuch Men do? They may au- 
| thogize the moſt unjuſtifiable and irregular Prac- 
tices, Which when they are at any Time guilty 
of, and you aſk them, how. they came to do 
fo, 2 1 they will tel you, twas by. the Im- 
; of the 5 — chin them, of which they 
à ſenſible Feeling, i. e. in other Terms, 
* 44 os Spirit moved them. 
11 et us examine a little into the 
Emi of pirit. Now the Spirit of Gop, 
or (Which is the ſame) the Holy Scriptures, 
tat are dictated by it, enjoyn us, Gt we would 
copy aſter the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
to de meek and humble * ; not to think too 
500 of our ſelves ; but: in Lowlineſs | of 
Mind id efteem- | each other better than our 
ſelves . And doth the Spirit move them to 


arb an wich a Pharifaca Pride, beyond, af 


| 


: e Mat x29. „ 4 Phil l. f. 


3 ; 


Gre: Bounds! of i Truth and Modeſty, . — 
Ce 


oftentatious Boaſting of their pretended Ex 
lencies and Perſections, ſuck as their carty'P iy, 


NE KN to depreciate the Labours of one of our 
moſt eminent Divines, repr -, his Works 
as. containing nothing in them of true Chriſti- 
anity, and dhe learged: Body ef the 

for which our Nation is remarkably 
| diſtinguiſhed, ſo very low, as to give out that 
there are not above to or three amongſt them 


that underſtand. ſo much as their i and 
deluded Followers? How intole inſdlenr 
and aſpiring is vain Man through the Abundaneę 


of his gelf-conceit! And yet, at the STS 


what a mean Spirit muſt” they diſcover, wh 
are puffed up with fuch a vaſt Opinion of 
ſelves, — are ſought after and ad- 
mired by 2 giddy Multitude? We may with as 
much Reaſon give Credit to the fictitious 


1 — of the Skeilfulneſs and 


Melody of his Strains from che Woods follows 
ing — as for thoſe Men to ſet a Value upon 


themſelves, or their Doctrines; from the At- 


tendance. ad minton of . 1 ane? 


ly Seriptures enjoy that there 

1, but” that" we be 

ir in the ſame Mind, 5 
and endeavour fo keep 


Cds Ree 
Spirit move them to raiſe Factions 
— in the Church of Gop ? And, when 
ONES > - 
21 Cor. l. 14 Epheſ. ir. 3. SEX 
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ordinary: Wit and Sapacity, and what not? 


Veen is the Bend! of Bones” eng 
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| Vida ſhould be ſſanding up in her Defence and 
| tion againſt. dl: Oppolers; doth it ſtir up 
her qwn Sons to deal ſo treacherouſſy by her, as 
io deſert and betray her to her avowed and 3 
tefled Enemies ?½ã⸗ 
But further, the Holy Seripbnes 3 us 
taibe ſubjef} to the; hicken Powers: ; and to ds 
all, Things deceniiy, and in order." And doth 
the Spirit move them, even beyond the Limits 
a Toleration, and after the moſt ſolemn De- 
eB ec they have made, that they will conform 
to the excellent Liturgy of our Church, as it is 
by Law eſtabliſhed, to draw People (when 
750 ſhould attend at their regular Devotions in 
the Place that is: conſecrated and ſet apart for 
Gon's Worſhip and Service) out into Fields and 
Commons, and there, contrary to all Order and 
| Decencgy, vent anꝝ extempore Effuſions to the 
gaping Crowd, an & poiſon and infec} their Minds 
| with their pernieious Doctrine? 
Again, the Holy Scriptures enjoyn lch i 
— ſpiritual, /to-, reſtore: a | lapſed Brother in the 
10 F Meekneſs. nas r he be actual 
Tus guilty, not to behave towards him wi 
too great Severity and Contempt, but rather 
commiſerate his Infirmities, and endeavour, hy. 
5 moſt gentle and engaging Methods, to win 
n oyer to a true Repentance and Reformation. 
doth the Spirit move them, inſtcad of ex- 
ercifing this Merkneſs and Charity, to pro- 
nounce Anathemay,. not only againſt the Guilty, 
but; allo; ſuch as are of, en greater 8 
£21377 aA ' COL 10 u 33 $113 £i 7 ritx 


* 2 4 
Kon. xiii. S Cor. xiv. 40. * Galat. vi. 1. 
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rity than themſelves, only; becauſe. they Me: 
* tally with them in their Sentiments ) 

Again, the Holy Scriptures enjoyn us to pd 
far the, Feeble-minded, - and ſupport, the. Weak *; 
to bind up the) Broken-hearted,' de preach: Deliver = 
ance to. the Cupti uss, and ſet "at Liber them 
that are; bruiſed'!, i. e,;to;ſhew,ſo much Favour 
and Indulgence tq Men. of -weals and 1 
Conſciencęs, * to remove their. groundleſs 
Fears, and raiſe en u e 

of Chearfulneſs and. Alacrit 98 1 85 
want d gl. Tegen e 0 Golpel the, Yo 
venant of Grace, of Peace an I. Reopid 
with Gop. And doth; the 8 pirit move them 
exclude ſuch out of Gop's 7 avour and, th 

Light of his Countenance; by repreſenting th 
as utterly - loſt. and. undone for ever, and, 
cauſe they do not expreſs ſuch a ſtrong (Faith 
I; will nat call it, bus) Preſumption as them 
ſelves, that they are Gop's choſen Veſſels, of the 
Number, of, his Ele& and; ſanctified Ones, to; 


ſink them down, with their ſevere and uncha- 


ritable Cenſures, to the gloomy and N 
Shades of Horror and Deſperation, even to 
them run beſide themſelves Are this and the 
foregoing. Inſtances of their Behaviour * 
to, or conſiſtent with, the true Genius and 
Temper of Chriſtianity ? ? Not at all. And we. 
may ſay of the Spirit by which they are actu- 
ated, as St. Jans doth of fleſhly Wiſdom, , 
50 — atcbe, valle xiueror, 2 it deſcendeth not fr Jon: 
above.“ 43 rice | | * 5 r 
110 i 1 | Mr. 


7 1 Theſl, v. 14 27.8 Luke iv. 18. » Chip. Ml. 15. 
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Few me tor tree ab Wi; 
—.— ＋ 6 lee that every 
a — brag e or the 
abap r Hereticks Ee 

- a r the oh Ghoſt in their 
ws Motiths; as if he were their Governor. 
ov, of by what Means, then may we Uſe 
Ter ef him that is ae d cn 

4 Augted by bis Spirit; from him that is net? 

4 Why, if be be endued With Gifts anfwerable 
4 tg his Charge. bes "then, Who is ſent of 
„Eo, have che rates and Gifts which his 
*"Offics"4equires;" het? hath Ne aflutedly "the 

« ' Fly Gheſt. But if lie wil take upon him 
_ ®:the/Office of à Teacher; and in the mean 
4 ile is definite both of Knowledge and 
„ Poberme, let him be held for à Seducer. 

They that would convince us thitt — — 
the Obidhnds and Directions bf Gob's Holy 
he ther prove it by their Works, their 

ae Diſtretion, by © conſcientibus and hg 

a we [ſhite of chat Truſt which” is itn 
to . 22110 2 1 
Ff what we de proccets from! a pute diſin- 
teteſteddl cal For: Gos Honour, che Advancæ- 
meint and Furtherance of Relipi io and che Be- 
net d che Church belle, En 
the ſound, and ſtrengthening the 
of” it; if we deſti ee AR con 7 
weak and tender Chtiſans, and ſo wifely and . 
diconfly: adapt our Behaviour to Wem, that it 
may tend to their Edification, and not to their 
Deſtruction ; if, when they are in any Error, be 


It er! in Opinion, or Practice, we uſe all mild 
1 | and 
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and chriſtian Endeavours to reclaim them; if, 
when in any Diffidence or Deſpair, we cure their 
wounded Spirits with the healing Salve of conſa- 
latory Diſcourſe, not rigidly denouncing againſt 
them the Severity of God's Judgments, which 
will be inflicted only upon ſach as abſtinately per- 
ſiſt in their Impieties, but rather ſhewing the 
Greatnefs of his Mercy towards thoſe who 
and earneſtly repent of them; if we beat wi 
their Infirmities, guide and inſtruct their Igno- 
rance, reſolve their Doubts, diſpel their Fears, 
and chear and comfort their Sorrows ; if, dike 
ſkilful Phyſicians, we apply ſuitable Remedies to 
all, as their various Exigencies require, and uſt 
our moſt earneſt and ſedulous Endeavours to bri 
all to that Unity of Faith, that Regularity of 
Practice, that Agreement, Conſent and nog A 
which ought ever to ſubſiſt between Members 
the ſame Body; and, if after all this, aſter the 
utmoſt we can do, ſhould we prove ever ſo faith- 
ful and diligent in our Maſter's Bufineſs, in ſetting 
forward the Salvation and Welfare of Mankind, 
e {till look upon ourſelves but as unprofitable 
Servants, far from meriting any thing at 'Gop's 
Hand, yet nevertheleſs entertain a chearful Ho 
and Confidence in Gop, that he will graci 
accept of our ſincere and honeſt, tho' imperfect, 

Endeavous of Obedience, and make them proſpe- 
rous and ſucceſsful; in ſhort, if in the Courſe of 
our miniſterial Labours, we expreſs ſuch Love, 
Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Good- 
neſs, Faith, Meekneſs and Humility, the World 
will be then verily perſuaded that Gop is in us of 
Truth, there being no room to ſuſpect a Mi- 

| ES. niſtry 
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radorned:and qualified with ſuch divine and 
"heiventy Graces, gh. can be looked upon as no 
other Ga the real Fruits, the gerinine Opens 


of the true Spirit of G +,/ 
But, if we act upon other 18 and Prin- 


| ciples, ſuch a8 Pride, or Covetouſneſs, from a 
vain, ridiculous Purſuit of popular. Applauſe, 
ur the ſordid Views of Self-intereſt, what we 
do, flows not from a good Principle, nor will be 
ever like to promote à good End. 
But they will tell you; theſe Men have dane 
good j ſome have been reformed dy them, and 
prevailed upon to caſt off their vicious Habits of 
Curſing, Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Cc. What is 
the Work of Reformation to be limited to them 
only ? Do not we uſe Arguments from the Pulpit 
to diſſuade Men from theſe Vices as well as they ? 
But it ſeems theſe are gifted Men; there is an un- 
common Force and Energy of the Spirit that 
gives Succeſs to their Doctrines; they are ſet off 
as extraordinary Teachers; and truly I am inclined 
to think them ſo too: They have ſignalized them- 
ſelves as ſuch by their Behaviour, which hath 
been very extraordinary indeed. | 
However, allowing this to be true, that e 
f Have been reformed by them, yet, if we conſider 
on the other Hand, how many Thouſands they 
may have on and drawn aſide, will the Rev 
formation of thoſe few: be a ſufficient Plea or 


Warrant for ſuch a Practice? No: | Becauſe no ac- 
eidental good Effect will juſtify a Procedure that 
hath a natural Tendency to do "Miſchief, 

The Miſchiefs, that have already enſued from 


their Doctrines, are too notorious and manifeſt to 
be 
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be denied; and we ought to be very cautious how 
ue truſt to ſuch Reformers again from the ſad and 

diſmal Conſequents of it in the laſt Century, 
when, before that fatal and compendieus Blow 
was given, which tended tothe utter Rain of 
our Conſtitution, and the Subvexſion of all Go- 
vernment, both in Church and State, there was 
juſt ſuch a Set of Itinerant Preachers, * going 
about under a Fretence of doing gain- 
ing Proſelytes to Religion, N took ſe- 
ditious Principles into the Hearts; of the Popu- 
lace, as made them ripe for Rebellion, al at 
length the City of our Zion was laid waſte, the 
Breath of out Noſtrils was taken from us, and 
their counterfeit Scheme for Reformation ended 
in Anarchy and Confuſion. l PI 
And why may not the ſame Meaſures produce | 
the ſame Effects? Tis not their talking of the 
Spirit will make us ever the more ſecure, if they 
are ready at all Opportunities to act contrary to 
the Directions of it. If Noiſe and Cant about 
the Gifts of the Spirit would make Men more 
ſpiritual and holy, there is a certain, preciſe, for- 
mal Sect (that ſeem to be much of the ſame Spi 
rit with theſe Reformers) would be ſome of the 
greateſt Saints upon Earth. And yet do we ſee 
any thing extraordinary in them above others:? 
Are they a whit more juſt and upright than their 
Neighbours ? Do they ſhew a more ſtrict and 
conſcientious Regard to the Rules of Equity in 
their common Dealing and Intercourſe? "Tis 
well, if when the Vail is thrown, aſide, you 

don t find them quite the Reverſe of all this, 


1 
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Indeed, were you to judge of their Temper and 
tion by the — of their 3 
and the Demuteneſs of their Looks, you would 
think that their very Frame and Compoſition was 
all Love and Tenderneſs. But fair Speeches, 
and a demure ſanctified Countenance, are many 
Times the Covering of a falſe and treacherous 
Heart. Tho they put on never ſo friendly an Aſ- 
pect, and their Words are ſmoother than Oil, 
yet we may ſay of them, as did the good old 
Patriarch of his Son, The Voice is Jacob's Voice, but 
the Hands are the Hands of Eſau. The ſmoother 
they talk to you, the rougher will they treat you, 
if you are not ſtrictly upon your Guar. 
They may, to prevent their being ſuſpected, 
and the more effectually to carry on the Cheat, 
pretend to an extraordinary Degree of Sanctity. 
They may lift up their Eyes to Heaven in Prayer, 
may ſob, and ſigh, and ſmite upon their Breaſts, 
and all this devontly to deceive you. They may 
now and then give ſomething to the Poor, to gain 
the Eſteem of Men, that, being off your Guard, 
through a miſtaken Opinion of their Pity and Com- 
paſſion, you may give them the fairer Opportunity 
of exerciſing their Cruelty and Opprefhon. 
Now ſome, perhaps, may think that Iam too 
fevere and rigid in my Cenſures, and fay, How 
ean we tell what Principles other Men act upon, 
or ſet up for Judges of their Hearts? „ 
I anſwer, not from a mere formal Devotion, 2 
few Sighs and Tears, but from their living up 
ſtrictly to what they profeſs, from a due and 
conſcientious Regulation and Government of their 
Practice. And as to thoſe I have been ſpeaking 
bene | | ot 


a Gen. xxvil, 22. 


ann., 
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of; I hall ſo ar take pon me as to affirm that 
neither theit Devotion nor Charity can flow. from 
a fincere Principle. For, if they did, the ſamt 

mciple of Sinoerity that attended their Acts of 
Charity and Devotion, would undoubtedhy engage 
them to do quſtice to their Neighbours 
For all he Laws of Chriſtinity are uf equal 
Force and Obligation, amd de thatknowinghy and 
wilfully. perſiſts in the Breach and Violation>:of 
one, 1 the ſame Contempt of the Divine Au- 
thority, as though he were guilty of all: And, 
though he ſhould pretend to ſhew a due Reſpect 
and Obedience to . Authority in ſome particu- 
lar Inſtances of Duty, and at the ſame Time ma- 
nifeſts his wilful Neglect and Contempt of it in 
others, all his pretended Obedience and Reſpect 
would, in Reality, prove to be but Diſſimulation 
But when there is an uniform and regular Con- 
fiſtency in a Man's Actions; when his Obedience 
to the Laws of Gop is univerſal, as to his Inten- 
tion and Endeavour ; when he hath ſuch an 
earneſt Deſire of fulfilling them, as not to turn 
aſide from them to the right Hand, or to the 
Left, nor wittingly fail in any one particular In- 
ſtance of his Duty, when, as well as making an 
outward Profeſſion of Religion, he ſhews ſuch a 
ſtrict Regard to the Rules of Juſtice and Honeſty, 
that he'll ſuffer the greateſt Loſs, and readily fore- 
£0 his deareſt Intereſt, rather than do any Thing 

at is baſe and unequitable ; tis plain and evident 
that this Man hath a right Spirit within him, is 


acted upon Principles of Honour, Conſcience, and 


Religion, and, in Defiance of his moſt invete- 


„* 3 
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rate Enemics} his Character will be bright and 
_unſallied) whitſt-chis Conduct is ſo unexcep- 
tionable Doch Is 3655p> + lion: N n 
Such an one is m Ornament tu the Religion b 
profeſſes; may be an Inftrument,'by his exert 
pary Behaviour, af turning many to Righteonſ- 
neſs; and, for the Reward of his doing fo, ſhall 
in Heaven ſune s the Brightneſs of e 
ment, and as the Stars for ever and wee.” lite 
Dr r rere Format ot Want ff. 
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* Praia cxxii. Ver. 6. ate Part." 
| Thy fall proper that love Thee. 


K 


80000 ELI O ION. as it binds i nigh. 
the ſtricteſt Ties and Obligations of 


R. Duty, to a 
NIN 3 ſo is it lwithal ſo 
favourable in its Inſtitutions, as 


Obſervance of it is, not only the 


Duty, but Inteteſt of Mankind; and which we 


cannot mote effectually promote than by teſtify- 
ing a due Regard to Gop's Church and Sanctuary, 


wherein/the holy Offices of Religion (the divine | 


Worſhip and Services) are performed in the great- 
eſt Purity and Perfection. 

Such as do this are (according to the Pſalmiſt's 
Aſſertion in my Text) entitled to a State of Hap. 
pineſs and Proſperity, as it is plain, if we conſi- 


der 


perform the Will of our 


enjoin * othing but what the diligent and 


Is: Pj 


| 222 Leere,. 


Qecajon. of these - which were 
ori wrote by Deuid before Building of 
the firſt Toctiple; and werd afterward rehearſed by 
the Children of Mael, when the Foundation of 
the Second was laid by the Order and Proclama- 


e e 


5 tho' Mention is ew made of f Yeruſalem as 


ty, for tho Peace and Na whereof th 
Na 125 petition, dh for w hich they were to telt. 


y their — yet it was chiafſy in Regard to 
tze holy Temple that was to be built in it, as he 
declares at the laſt Verſe of this Plalm, Becauſe, 

( ſays he) of the Houſe of the LoxD our Gop Twill 
- "Y Good. So that (as Beza well remarks 

e Place) © the Sanctuary was ny 

gene at -w/ the Civil Policy. a 
Hing thus far promiſed to — you ' what is" 
here repreſentedd as the proper Object of our Love, 
u. the Church and iy wins of Gop, I ſhalb 
now for the Confirmation. of the . 
4 the Doctrine in my Text. nnn 


Falz, That ſuch as Dr 
e Ghureh and and conſult 
the Honour and Intereſt of Religion, ſhall 
be in a proſperous State and Condition: Or, 
however it factceds as to Their end Pra: 


_ "wy N _—_— . * 
* . K 8 5 N 
- C * 75 * ** * 5 . 
\ «<».ks . * * 


1 
4 


The #Thing to be LN is to * n 
rate, 25 ſuch as are zealouſly affected toGop's 


Church and Sanctuary, and conſult the Honour 


and Intereſt of Religion, ſhall be in a proſperous 
State and en; Of „ 145 as 
to their out ward Pr a 
both in this and the her World, . | PPP 
For the Proof whereof we need not ga any 
farther than the Example here before us. David 
was a Man after Gop's own Heart, and fulfilled 
all his Will. A Character given him from the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt 8 Teſtimony, even of 
Gop himſelf. And therefore Gop, who well 
knew the pious Diſpoſitions of his Heart, ad- 
vanced him to a State of regal Power, that by 


Virtue of his ſupreme Authority, he might pro- 
mote and encourage thoſe religious and devout 


Principles in others, which he had conceived i in 
himſelf, and were ſo eminent and nen in 
his own Practice, 

An Inſtance of this we have * where we read, 
that. when the King fat in his Houſe, and was 
conſidering what great Bleſſings he had received 
at Gop's Hands, in being We from the Sheep- 
cote to be Ruler over his People Mael, and that, 
by gaining an entire Victory over his E 


he n Peace and Proſperity; that he 


in an Houſe of Cedar, whilſt the 
2 of God remained under Curtains : This 
good Man, eien of _ 0 W 


| bo fan. vii. I, 2. 


e N 223 
of en Aſi, eee of 
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of Gratitude, conſults with the Prophet Nathan 

about it. * 
And, in the Sequel of the Story we find, that, 

inſtead of ſpending what he had enriched him- 


ſeelf with, from the Spoils of his Enemies, and 


had received from a liberal and indulgent Provi- 
dence, upon Pride, Luxury and Pleaſure, he 
(like a truly religious and gracious Prince) freely 
dedicates it to Gop, his kind and heavenly Bene- 
factor, in preparing him an Houſe for his Habi- 
tation, a Pack for his divine Worſhip and Ser- 
vice. ieee ERC 19 n 
He was very ſenfible, ('tis true) that this 
Building, as it was to be a Palace, not for Man, 
but Gop (be it never ſo ſtately and magnifical) 
could not be equal to, but muſt fall very ſhort of, 
the tranſcendent Glory and Excellence of that In- 
finite Being, whom the Heaven, and Heaven of 
Heavens cannot contain. Vet, as he had ſet his 
Mind and Affection to the Houſe of Gop, he laid 
by a Store of the choiceſt Materials that could be 
| gotten, for the building of this Houſe, and of 
the richeſt Furniture, to adorn and beautify it. 
And, though Gop did not approve of his 
building it himſelf, as he had been a Man of 
War, and had ſhed Blood, but reſerved this 
great Work for his Son Solamon; yet tis evident 
that he approved of his Deſign, and promiſed to 
reward him för it, by eſtabliſhing” hi Throne 


upon him and his Poſterity for ever. 50 5 
This Promiſe, as it was conditionally made 
upon the Terms of their Obedience, from which 
they had prevaricated, continued no longer, as 
to an earthly Empire, than to the fourth Gene- 


ration. 
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tion. Ver 3 was amply aged 3 in 
the Birth of our Saviour, Who was of the Poſte⸗ 
rity of David, and whoſe King: _ is an, eyer- 
laſting Kingdom, heyer to be n 
And when the Days of David. as nigh,'th at 
he muſt ſleep with his Fathers, he ve a Pattern 
of the Building to his Son; 8 Model, not of his 
own Fancy and Invention, but by the Directi 
of Gop himſelf; wich, s it wh faithfully Al. 
filled in every Particular, think what a glorious 
Edifice this muſt be. The Work was long, no 
leſs than of ſeven Vears Continuance, wrought 
by the moſt ſkilful and curious Artiſts, and, when 
thoroughly finiſhed, "fach as became the Wonder 
and Admiration of All that beheld it. 
Were we to read the Deſbription of this 
Building. one would be apt to think that the 
coſtly Materials that were laid out upon it were 
endu an to exhauſt the Treaſures of any Nation. 
But fo far from this, that Sobmon was the richer 
for it, and his Kingdom i in ſuch a flouriſhing Con- 
dition,” that he made Silver td be in Jerafalem'as 
i Stones, and Cedars made be as the He 8 
tat are in the Vale, , for. Tek ag we 
1 Kings x. 27. * KN 
IThbus you ſee ho happ y it is wi Kits, 
and ſuch as are in Autholtty. © endeavour" to pro- 
mote the Honour and Intereſt of Religion, It 
* down a Rlefft upon the Nation or Kin * 
dom to which they belong, as in hir Inſtance be 
beföre us. Inſtead of Groanings, Murmurit 
and Cömplainin — 8 their Strbeis (which is 
ally the Caſs! of tych'as live-under- 3 
"weak al Admnnifttation of An bitrary 
105 2 2 IF © * 1917 Uh 


* 151 2 
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| ranical 0 reflor) thcir Nod were filled with 
joyful Acclamations for the, Peace and Plen 
which they enjoyed, inceſſant Praiſes and Thank? 
ings to Gon for all the Goodneſs that he had 
25 unto David, and to Solomon, and to 
Jfraz! his People. 
And, if we look forward throug h the Sha 
Order and Succeſſion of the, King 8 155 udab and 
Jirael, we ſhall, find, that, as long as they ſeryed 
ie Loxp, Gop made them to proſper. 
ret ..;. Hap ineſs and Proſperity were Things inſe 
table from their Obedience. As * . 1 
Paid a due Allegiance to their Maker, e would 
never leave them, nor forſake them. 
But, when by a continued Series of their ma- 
fold Tranſgreſſions, they had ſtirred up his 
and provoked him to Jealouſy with their 
Idols, be withdrew from them his divine Fayour 
and Protection, and gave them up into the Fang 
of their Enemies; till at length their City wa 


| ſurrounded with the Army of th de Chaldtans, who 
Aer 1 FED Siege (like an Were b e | 
upon them, and filled them full, of 


e, en nr, Pues 0 and. Confuſion. Their Temple 
was deſtroyed ; Houſes burnt with. Fire ; 
and ſuch. of chem as dh the 3 5 
fed into Captivity. 

he, that was great Ong 


> till by 


Fl 


. 


e Inlet n Prußen. — 
der Ai e of their Temple 
tcthough it was not com Wi th Fiſh uf 7 — 
-Glory and 12 of it "darn yet . 
it in ſo 1 
as grea J 
Foe — and illustrated it 9 his ay Dot Preſence, 
ine. 


— a e 18, not on 
HED 115 ae ae * 


were liſted under the Banner of a crucified d Sa- 
viour, and eſpouſed the Cauſe of wa. 
We to ſuffer Perſecution. Af 
They had no better Lot afſigned them. | q 
Boads, Impriſonment and Death, inſomuch, 
they were forced to ſhift ſhift, from Place to Place, 
and aſſemble together in private, for the Exerciſe 
| RIA Duties, to eſcape the Rage and Fury 
their Perſecutors. 
But 8 17 tis? ? the) dere nevertheleſs 
ha 5 Though ur 
Thirſt, Cold and Nakedneſs, and the welt Bar 
0 that . ano Pop 
em, yet, as St. Paul witneſſeth 0 
the — Martyrs and Galeere W dy 5 
and behold they. lived ; as chaſtened, they mere not 
* 3 as Jo they 7 5 ſand) as 


ere mati ><; 45 having Nothin 
— Het bey e Jol Tt ! Things *: All Things bf 
were — to * and compleat ul 
en, f 


e men 


2 Cor. vi. 9. 10. 
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* x hough the World condemned and cenſured 
them as Cheats and Impoſtors, yet their own 
Hearts did not do ſo; but they had ſomething 
within that proclaimed an euge to their Souls; 
and when there is an individual Harmony and A. 
greement betyyeen a Man and his own Conſcience, 
this. will afford him a continual Feaſt, though in 
"never fo great Diſtreſs | and Poverty,” when he 
can reflect with Pleaſure and Sati 
"His paſt Conduct, upon a'virttions and innocent 
though otherwiſe miferable) Life, and can ef- 
tertaim himſelf with an agreeable Proſpect of a 
future State of Happineſs in Heaven, which will 
more than re 8 nce all his Sufferings here 
1 * Earth. appineſs that conſiſts in the 
ion and F — pe Gov, in whoſe Preſenee 
is Fulneſs of Joy, and at whoſe Wenne there 
are Pleaſures for evermormuee. a Gris 
Thus far have I. proceeded to demonſtrate, 
chat uch as are zealouſly affected to Gop's Church 
and Sanctuary, and Gault the Honour and In- 
[tereſt of Religion, ſhall be in a proſperous State 
"ar and Condition. Or, however it ſucceeds 'as to 
;their outward Proſperity, they ſhall be happy 
doch in this and the other World. 


© . 


2 5 


"Got now, in the Prin Place, to thew' you 
35 are the proper Expreſſions of this Love, 
and in what Manner we are to behave ourſelves, 
to prove the Reality of our Affection, the Truth 

Fo | Sincerity of it. 

Nou the proper Teſts of our Zeal and Affection 
to the Church and Sanctuary of Gop, are theſe 
which follow: 


Fir, 
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Finſt, Purity of Faith and Doctrine. 

Secondly, A due Obſervance of its "Rites, and Y 
Ceremonies. 

» Thirdly, Regularity of Practice, or a Life an- 
ſwerable to the Dignity of our Profeſſion. 
And, laſtly, a. Trice Union- between our | 
ſelves. : 
The Firft is Piirity of Faith, and Doctrine ; 
And, indeed, if we conſider what is the 
roper Obj ect of our F aith, the Doctrine of the 

ol Scriptures (eſpecially ſuch as our Church 
hath. received into her Canon) what precious 
Truths are contained therein, and what Benefit 
would accrue to ourſelves from our due Valuation 
and Eſteem of them, we cannot poſſibly expreſs 
too great a Zeal and Affection for them. 
Our Saviour compares the Goſpel to an hidden 
Treaſure* ; to a Pearl of great Price f. St Peter 
terms it the Words of eternal Life ; St. James the 
engrafted Word, which is able to ſave our Souls © 1 
St. Paul ſtiles it the glad Tidings of good Ti bings * ; 
the. Goſpel of Salvation :; the Words of Reconcilia- 
tion. Theſe. are very amiable Characters and 
Repreſentations of the Excellency of the Goſ- 

| pel, ſuch as one would think ſhould be ſufficient 

4 to ſtir us up to a vigorous Defence of its ſaving, 

evangelical Truths, and make us earneſtly con- 

tend for aver in Point both of Intereſt and 

Duty; not only from the bare Excellency of the 

Things — lves, but from the ſolemn En- 
gagements we are under, eſpecially we of the 


Clergy, whoſe Office it is to preach and * 
21108 | Q 3 


/ Match. xiii. 44. Ver. 46. 4 Se. Jo\n v 
. James ii. 21. Rom. x. 15, 5 Eph. i. * a $08 © yo 
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the Goſpel to others, are under a more r 
— to do this. Pe 
For which Reaſon, St. Paul adviſce Timothy, | 
Ro, of E Pbeſus, to bold faſt — . — 
1 25 Form was an Abridgment, or 
— of the Chriſtian Doctrine, drawn up 
into ſeveral Articles of Faith. And this he was to 
adhere and ſtick cloſe to; be neither tempted, nor 
terrified from it, by the Favours or Frowns of 
great Men, but traintain and vindicate it againſt. 
all Oppoſers as ſacred and invielable; to keep 
that good Thing, as it is in the following Verſe, 
tows 5 committed * him. — is for 
Having him go on in the Diſcharge 
Office 958 the utmoſt Caution and Fig. 
lity. Take heed, faith he, wnto thyſelf, and to . 
Doctrine. As if ho had fad, Do Nothing whic 
would bring a Reproach or — n either, 
or hinder hole wa good and falutary Effects which 
thy Doctrine and Example would otherwiſe na- 
turally produce. And again, Study to ſhew rod 
approved unto Gov, a Tot bman that needeth not 
to be aſhamed, rightly droiding : the Word of Truth. 
And in his Epiſtle to Titus ®, wherein he pre- 
ſcribes and _ down the ſeveral Duties incum- 
= up — mentions this as one , 
aft the faithful Word, as be 
1 2 that be % . d by nd 
bac] both 10 exhort, and fo convince the 


et ad not ſo, his Power would be ſo in 
— excuſing, that it would ſerve rather to 


1 Tim. 4, 2 * 1 Tim. iv. 16. 12 Tim. ii. 1 F. 
® Chap. i. er. 9. ey” 


an Julet to Proſperity, 231 
condemn him. For the higher was his Station, 
and the more important his Truſt, the greater 
would his Guilt be, if he prevaricated from it. 

And ſuch as make Gain their Godlineſs, an 
broach any Doctrines for filthy Lucre's Sake, 
that are not analogous to the Rule of Faith, but 
tend to corrupt and alienate Men's Minds from 
the Simplicity of the Goſpel, or connive at, and 
encourage them that do ſo, are'to be looked upon 
as no Friends to our Communion, but as rotten 
Members of Cur1sT's myſtical Body, and ſhould 
be cut off like luxuriant Branches from the true 
Vine, as fruitleſs and unprofitable, Enemies to 
the Religion they profeſs, and as vile Traitors as 
Lada who ſold his Gop for thirty Pieces of 

ver, 
The ſecond Mark of our Zeal and Affection to 
the Church and Sanctuary of Gop, is a due Ob- 
ſeryance of its Rites and Ceremonies, which, 
how well they are calculated to raiſe in us a true 
Spirit of Devotion, I have already ſpoken of at 
large, under another Subject. that I ſhall 
here ſay is this, that, as St. Paul hath enjoined, 
that all Things be done decently and in Order; and 
this Order and Decency cannot be preſerved with- 
out ſome fixed and ſtanding Rule, which we have 
preſcribed to us by the excellent Compilers of 
our Liturgy, and backed with ſufficient Authority 
to give a Sanction to it, we ought not to deviate 
from this Rule. e 

But, in the preſent Age we live in, we are 
become ſo much wiſer than our Fore- fathers, 
that every Man is for putting up his own private 
$cntiments as a Rule of Devotion, which (in 
| 4 ſhort) 


ALS 2 I 7 Nn | 
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ſhort) is no Rule at all; but the ready Way to 


bring every Thing into Diſorder and Confuſion. 


„Were this to be allowed of, farewel to all 
Order and Decency in the Church of Gop. If 
once we begin to yield to them, they will ex- 
pect from us ſtill further Compliances, till at laſt, 
we may give up the whole Rubrick, as a Thing 
entirely uſeleſs and inſignificant, But ſuch as are 
ſo very complaiſant as to do this, to gratify the 
capricious Humours of the People, have a great 
deal to anſwer for. 4487 EF, 
For Inſtance, ſuch as chriſten Children at 
Home, in the Form of publick Baptiſm. Where- 
as, no publick Office of the Church ought to be 
adminiſtred in any other Place than Gop's Tem- 
ple, ſet a-part and conſecrated for that Purpoſe ; 
unleſs it be in Caſe of an Emergency, when there 
is another Form preſcribed, and as great a Li- 
berty indulged. as any Man can reaſonably ex- 
pect or deſire. 1 | 
A Practice this quite contrary to the Laws 
and Rules of our eſtabliſhed Church, to the ſo- 
lemn Declaration we make at our Admiſſion into 
holy Orders, that we will conform to them; and 
what hath given Occaſion to our Enemies to 
reflect upon us for thus trifling with our Laws, 
our 3 and even a Sacrament, which is an 
eſſential Part of our Religion: So that, inſtead of 
making Chriſtians in a legal Way, we are doing 
what (unleſs timely regulated) may tend to 
weaken the Cauſe and Intereſt of Chriſtianity. 
But this naturally leads me to the third Wa 
of teſtifying our Zeal and Affection to the Church, 
and Sanctuary of Gop; and that is Regularity of 
| Practice, 


oy 
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Practice, or a Life anſwerable to the Dignity” of 


our Profeſſion. 

This is the Crown of all, when we. adorn 
our Profeſſion by the Innocence and Inte grity of 
our Lives, in all Things ſhewing 5 a Pat- 
tern of good Works; that he, who is of the 
contrary Part, may be aſhamed, having no evil 
Thing to ſay of us. | 
And this every one will be ſure to do, that hath 
a ſincere Regard for Religion, and endeayour, 

a ſuitable Practice, to advance its Credit. and In- 
tereſt in the World. 

For there is nothing that brings ſo much Diſ- 
credit to Chriſtianity, / as the ſcandalous Lives of 
its Profeſſors, who, whilſt they ſhould. be Ex- 
amples to others, as well in S as in 
Faith and Doctrine, give a Looſe to ſuch licen- 
tious Practices, as £ very Heathens would 
abhor. 

And what doth the ill-affected Part of Man- 
kind infer from this? Why (though a wrong In- 
ference it is) that there is Nothing at all in Re- 
ligion ; that Chriſtians are not verily perſuaded of 
the Truth of what they profeſs to believe ; that 
it is no more than an Invention of Prieſtcraft, a 
Tool of Policy, to promote and carry on ſome ſe- 
. cular Views, when (like the hypocritical Scribes 
and Phariſees) they ſay, and do not, are for- 
ward to recommend religious Duties to others, 
and, at the fame Time, are groſsly negligent 
themſelves of the Performance of them. 

The only ſure Evidence of the Truth and 
Sincerity of our Faith is, when it manifeſts it- 
ſelf by the genuine Fruits of Obedience, and the 
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Exerciſe of moral and ſocial Virtues, ſuch as, 
Love, Joy, Long-ſuffering, Patience, Meckneſs, 
an aniverſal Benevolence, and peacrable Temper 
and Diſpoſition of Mind; which make for the 
Good and Benefit of every individual Member 
of our Communion, and for the Confervation 
of the Whole. 

Which brings me to the fourth and bf Teſti- 
mony of our Zeal and Affection to Gop's Church 
* Sanctuary, a 012. a ſtrict Union between Our- | 

ves. | 
© Union is. the Strengh and Intereſt of every 
Society, eſpecially of a religious one; which, as 
it is to ſtem the Tide againſt the Corruptions of | 
human Nature, had need be well fortified} and 

to repel the We Oppoſition that is 
made againſt it. 
To which End, nothing is more effectual 
than mutual Harmony and Agreement. 

The Pſalmiſt, when he would ſet forth the 
Strength and Impregnability of Zion, or Feruſa- 
lem, repreſents it as a City that 7s compact toge- 
cher; or (as it is in the other Tranſlation) that 
10 at Unity in itſelf. 

We ought . = Scyllurus s Sheaf of Arrows) 
to be cement together with the ſtricteſt Ties of 
Love end Unanimity, that we may be well able 

to withſtand the Affaults and Batteries that fur- 
round us on every Side. 

For here we have Satan with the whole Train 
of his Artillery, his wicked Agents and Inftru- 
ments upon Earth, to lay Siege to our Fortreſs. 
And, to prevent its being ſtormed, we muſt be- 
| have with the utmoſt Care, Vigilance and Cir- 
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ſpection, not only in keeping up a ſtrict 
Harmony between ourſelves, but likewiſe in 

having a particular Eye upon them, as the 
greateſt Enemies to our Conſtitution, that by 
their inteſtine Divifions, are for making any 
Breach in it, and betraying: it to thoſe with- 
out the Walls. 111 

And, if ſo; what Mark of Infamy ſhould 
be ſet upon thoſe treacherous and unnatural Sons, 
that viperous Race, who, when they have been 
nouriſhed and brought up in the Communion of 
our Church, prey upon their Mother's Vitals, 
rend and tear her precious Body in Pieces, by 
not only ſeparating from her themſelves, but like- 
wiſe, tempting and ſeducing others to do the 
fame; and, inſtead” of feeding CRISTH's Flock 
with wholſome Nutriment, the ſincere Milk of 
the Word, ſtrive to corrupt and poiſon them with 
their ſchiſmatical and pernicious Doctrines. 

I heartily wiſh' that ſuch a flagrant Inſtance 
of Prevarication would meet with proper Notice 
from our Legiſlature, to lay hold on, and check 
this growing Evil, to ſtop it in its impetuous Ca- 
reer; and (methinks) our ſeeing them ſo inde- 
fatigable as they are in doing Miſchief, ſhould 
animate our Zeal and Reſolution to maintain 
the righteous Cauſe in which we are en- 
on. 2 OE 5 

But, as whatever we can do would prove 
ineffectual without Gop's Bleſſing attending 
it, let us (according to the Advice of the Pſal- 
miſt in the Words immediately preceding my 

Text) pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem. Let us 
implore the Aid and Aſſiſtance of the A 

: at 
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that he would vouchſafe her his divine Protection, 
and keep this ſpiritual Fabrick ſecure, and ſtea- 
| fixed upon her own. Baſe, againſt all the 

A aults and intended Inxaſions of her Enemies. 

Thus firmly cemented in our Endeavours to 
ſuppreſs Vice and Immorality, and promote the 
Cauſe and Intereſt of Religion, in Time we 

— from the loweſt Sink of Degeneracy 

Corruption, by the gradual Increaſe of our 
Virtues, become a unn Nation, and a 
Praiſe in the Earth. 
And as for our Church, 1⁰ well guarded Iy 
the Purity of our Faith, by. the Regularity of 
our Practice, and our united Endeavours to defend 
her, no Weapon that is formed againſt her 
ſhould proſper, not all the confederate Forces of 
Men or Devils ſhould have any Advantage of 
her, nor the Gates of Hell be ever able to pre- 
vail againſt her. But ſhe ſhould flouriſh, yea, 
for ever flouriſh, amidſt all the Oppoſitions of 
ſuch as are evil Wiſhers to our Zion, and ſeek 
to deſtroy her Proſperity and Peace. 


0 Don p, wwe beſeech thee, let thy continual Piy 
cleanſe and defend thy Church; and becauſe it can- 
not continue in 2770 without thy Succour, preſerve 
it evermore by thy Help and Goodneſs, wes. 
Ixsus CHRIST our ＋ to whom, &c. 
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AGE 6. Line 24. for even read won; p. 16. J. 30. for expref-. 

ſed or done, put done before expreſſed ; J. 13. for Impreſſions 
read Expreſſions; p. 22. J. ult. for Pain, read Ruin; p. 24. + 31. 
for incorrigable, read incorrigible; p. 31. J. 13. for ſpeedy, read 
ſteady; p. 32. J. 8. for Converſation, read Converſion ; p. 38. J. 
11. for infatuate, read infatuated; p. 39. J. 31. for their own, read 
our own; p. 50. J. 10. a Comma at laſting ; p. 70. J. 14. for Ir- 
ruptions, read Irreptions; p. 46. J. 13. for unweary, read unwary 
p. 48. J. 25. for injoying, read enjoying; p. 57. J. 21. for with- 
oldeth, read with-holdeth, p. 68. J. 11. for Perla, read perfectly; 
p. 100. J. 22. for their own, read your own; p. 108 J. 12. for ſub- 
vient, read ſubſervient; p. 126. J. 6. for great, read greateſt ; p. 
132. J. 23. for Lillies, read Lilies; p. 140. J. 5. for tell, read tells; 
J. 18. for wonder, read wander; p. 150. J. 32. a Comma at had 
not; p. 15 1. J. 26. that after conſider , p. 163. J. 32. for Angels, 
read Angel; p. 174. J. 24. for Graber for Ocarbrwnt ; 
p. 114. J. 20. a Comma at with me, p. 119. J. 23. for the earneſt, 
read your earneſt; p. 122. J. 19. for the Redemption, read your 
Redemption; J. 21. drink after yea; p. 182. J. 5. for certainty of 
ſuch, read Certainty of the Deliverance of ſuch ; J. zo. a Semi- 
colon at live; p. 184. J. 24. for Command, read Commands; þ. 
186. J. 16. Accents left out over Thy and oy; p. 187. J. 28. for 
of Vanities, read the Vanities ; p. 188 J. 15. for ſhall, read ſhalt; 
J. 23. for take, read takes; p. 191 J. 23. for waſhed, read waſted ; 
p. 192. J. 19. for excel, read exert ; p. 200. J. 7. for ſharper, read 
ſharpeſt ; J. 25. for corporeal, read corporal ; p. 201. J. 30. for 
more, read moſt; p. 207. /. 20. for ingenious, read ingenuous ; þ. 
190. J. 4. for Counties, read Countries; J. 20 for Conception, 
read Conceptions ; p. 202. J. ult. read eternal and glorious ; p. 222 


J. 18. for promiſed, read premiſed; p. 173. J. 3. for thus, read 


this; p. 159. J. 21. for Senſe, read Scene; p. 160. J. 1. Comma 
at another. 
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